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Defining terms

Egalitarianism — “The position that men and 
women have no inherent differences that 
would disqualify either one from holding 
offices within the church”



Defining terms

Feminism — “The movement advocating 
equality of women with men in all areas:  
social, political, familial, ecclesiastically, etc.”



Defining terms

Complementarianism — “The position that 
men and women hold different offices and 
have different gifts and use them to 
complement each other in the service of God”



Key principles in Genesis 1:26-28

1. Male and female (man and woman) have been 
distinct since creation

2. Male and female (man and woman) equally 
carry God’s image and likeness

3. Male and female (man and woman) were 
created to rule creation together



Key principles in Genesis 2:15-23

1. God created the man then then woman

2. God gave his instructions to the man who was, 
in turn, to instruct his wife

3. God created the woman from the man and to 
help the man (1 Corinthians 11:3, 7-9)

4. Man and woman were meant to fit 
(“complement”) each other



We must understand the difference in context
to understand the difference in concept.



Key principles in Genesis 3:16-17

1. Sin introduced hostility into the original 
relationship between men and women

2. Adam’s role reversal brought terrible 
consequences on everything under Adam’s 
rule



How are we to apply this?

• Home

• Church

• Society



How are we to apply this?

Society

• OT – Deborah led Israel when a man was not 
available

• NT – No clear instructions



How are we to apply this?

Home

• Husbands are to love, lead, protect, and plan 
(Eph 5:22-33; 1 Tim 5:8; 1 Peter 3:7)

• Wives are to love, respect, and help (Titus 2:3-5)

Help can involve a great deal of things (Prov 31:10-31)

• Children are to obey



How are we to apply this?

Church

• Apostles were all men (Junia, Rom 16:7)
Prophets were both men and women

• Elders and deacons are to be men (1 Tim 3:1-13)
• Teaching authority over the congregation is given to 

qualified men (1 Tim 2:8-15; James 3:1)

• However, both men and women are to teach under that 
authority (Titus 2:3-5; Col 3:16)



How are we to apply this?

Rather than focusing on what we may or may not 
do, how well are we living out the gifts and 
ministries and mission that we do have?
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