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Purpose of Galatians

1. To remind the Galatians of the true gospel they 
had believed and chastise them for starting to rely 
on their own works

2. To explain how God has empowered us to live 
godly in this life



Galatians 1:1

• apostle – envoy, messenger, ambassador; 
someone sent with a message and authority

• The “Twelve” (Mark 3:13-15; Acts 1:15-26)

• Barnabas (Acts 14:14), James (Gal 1:19), Jesus 
(Heb 3:1)

• Timothy, Titus, others – apostolic representatives



Galatians 1:1

• apostle – envoy, messenger, ambassador; 
someone sent with a message and authority

• Paul’s authority and position was not conferred by 
humans (like Matthias and Barnabas)

• Came directly from Jesus and the Father (like the 
original Twelve)

• Two prepositions – “from, through humans”

• One preposition – “through Jesus and the Father”



Galatians 1:1

Why did he emphasize his apostolic authority like 
this?

• First letter, maybe early form of his greeting

• Probably because of the issues in Galatia and his 
authority (and message) were being challenged
(2 Corinthians 12:11-12)



Galatians 1:1

• God the Father, who raised him from the dead

• Who raised Jesus from the dead?

• Jesus (John 10:17-18)

• The Spirit (Romans 1:4 ?)

• The Father (Romans 8:11; Galatians 1:1)



Galatians 1:2

• all the brothers with me

• at least Barnabas and Titus

• to the churches of Galatia

• multiple congregations, not just one city or person



Galatians 1:3-4

Five immeasurable truths about Jesus’ death:

• who gave himself – voluntary and self-offered

• for our sins – substitutionary

• to rescue us – powerful

• from this present evil age – far-reaching

• according to the will of our God and Father – part of 
God’s plan



Galatians 1:3-4

Five immeasurable truths about Jesus’ death:

• who gave himself – voluntary and self-offered

Galatians 1:4; 2:20; Ephesians 5:2, 25; 1 Timothy 
2:6; Titus 2:14



Galatians 1:3-4

Five immeasurable truths about Jesus’ death:

• for our sins – substitutionary

• he died both “because of our sins” (huper) and 
“in place of” people (anti, Matthew 20:28)

• Rom 5:8; 8:32; 14:15; 1 Cor 11:24; 15:3; 2 Cor 
5:14-15, 21; Gal 2:20; 3:13; Eph 5:2, 25; 1 Thess
5:10; 1 Tim 2:6; Titus 2:14

• Heb 2:9; 9:24; 10:12; 1 Pet 2:21; 3:18; 1 Jn 3:16



Galatians 1:3-4

Five immeasurable truths about Jesus’ death:

• to rescue us – powerful

• exaireō – “to lift, take, remove out of”

• rare word – twice in Matthew; five times in Luke; 
once in Paul

• to remove something out of its location; thus, to 
remove from a place of danger is to rescue

• freedom vs. slavery is a repeated theme



Galatians 1:3-4

Five immeasurable truths about Jesus’ death:

• from this present evil age – far-reaching

• far more than just forgiveness of sin

• “the presently occurring evil age” – 1 John 5:20; 
Eph 2:1-3; 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:13 (see Luke 4:6)

• not to remove us from the world but to protect us 
in it (John 17:15-16; 2 Peter 1:4)



Galatians 1:3-4

Five immeasurable truths about Jesus’ death:

• according to the will of our God and Father – part of 
God’s plan

• Acts 2:23; Eph 1:4; Isaiah 53:10-11



Galatians 1:3-4

“In these first few verses the three major themes
of the letter – the source of authority in religion,

the doctrine of grace, and the promise of full 
deliverance from sin’s power – are tied together
in a way that relates all solely to the sovereign

and gracious will of God.”

James Montgomery Boice



Galatians 1:5

…our God and Father,
to whom be glory forever and ever!

Amen.



Galatians 1:6

• I am astonished

• how the people responded to Jesus’ and the 
apostles’ miracles and teachings

• John: “Don’t be amazed if the world hates you”
(1 John 3:13)



Galatians 1:6

• that you are so quickly deserting

• “quickly” usually emphasizes time

• can mean “easily, hastily”; he honestly thought they 
were grounded in the truth more solidly

• “deserting” – they weren’t being dragged away by 
force; they were walking away under their own 
power (albeit by deception)



Galatians 1:6

• the one who called you by grace

• For Paul, this wasn’t just a desertion of a doctrine 
but of God himself

• Different manuscripts have “by the grace of Christ 
/ Jesus Christ / Christ Jesus / of God”

• “by grace” is the primary theme of the letter



Galatians 1:6

• following a different gospel

• By deserting God and God’s grace, they ended up 
following a completely different message

• heteros – “different, of a different kind”



Galatians 1:7

• not that there really is another gospel

• “which is not another”

• heteros – “different, of a different kind”

• allos – “different, another of the same kind”



Galatians 1:7

• there are some who are disturbing you and 
wanting to distort the gospel of Christ

• They were deserting but they were also being 
disturbed and confused (contrary to “peace”)

• The opponents had an intentional plan and design 
to change (distort) the message Paul had 
previously given the Galatians



Galatians 1:8-9

• a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you

• The is only one true gospel (see vs. 4)

• Any other message is a lie; any messenger who 
presents it is under God’s curse

• The message determines whether someone is a false 
teacher, nothing else (2 Peter 2; 2 Cor 11:11-14; 
compare Matt 7:15-20)



Galatians 1:8-9

Three differences between vs. 8-9

• if we (or an angel from heaven)→ if any one

• should preach→ is preaching

• contrary to the one we preached to you→
contrary to what you received

Let him be anathema!



Galatians 1:10

• approval of people…please people

• Paul is getting ready to tell his life story

• His new focus is an audience of one – Christ

• He was less concerned what people thought of 
him (although see 1 Cor 9:19-22) than that he was 
in complete servitude to Christ



Galatians 1:11-12

• human origin…human source…revelation

• Much like his apostleship was directly from Jesus, 
so was his message

• While he had certainly heard the gospel before, 
he was not instructed in it by Christians



Galatians 1:13-14

• former way of life in Judaism

• Basically two life goals: 1) persecute and destroy 
the church and 2) advance in Judaism

• He was top of the class, cream of the crop

• Intensely passionate for the Oral Law, the Jewish 
traditions handed down by the rabbis



Galatians 1:15-17

• set me apart…called me by his grace

• Paul was continuously amazed that God would 
save him, especially given his background

This is why he was so insistent on salvation by grace

• reveal his Son in me so that I could preach him

• Paul had a specific ministry assignment even 
before he was saved



Galatians 1:15-17

• did not go

• to get advice or confirmation from people

• to get anything from the apostles

• departed…returned

• into Arabia for intensive training from Jesus

• back to Damascus to begin ministry



Galatians 1:18-19

• after three years

• met with Peter for 15 days; private summit



Galatians 1:18-19

Three important points about this meeting:

• Linked James with the apostles, yet set him apart 
with heteros

• Identified him as the Lord’s brother (1 Cor 15)

• By Acts 15 James was the Lead Elder of the 
Jerusalem Church; the meeting connected Paul with 
both the apostles and the church leadership



Galatians 1:20

I assure you that, before God,
I am not lying about what I am writing to you!

“I swear to God!”



Galatians 1:21-24

• the regions of Syria and Cilicia

• exact location is unknown, but Cilicia contained 
his hometown of Tarsus and bordered Galatia

• Jewish congregations back in Judea (Jerusalem) 
heard about his change (who once…is now) and 
praised God but never saw or met him (legend 
status)
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