
1 Timothy: God’s Church, God’s Way



1 Timothy 6:1–2

• Paul’s final instructions for certain groups or beliefs

• Slaves

• “Do not despise the masters who have faith”

• Instead, the believing slaves were to work even harder for 
their believing masters because it would be financially 
better for them both



1 Timothy 6:1–2

• Slaves

• Christian doctrine is countercultural, but none of the 
biblical writers encouraged that we rebel against the 
culture simply because we’re Christians. That would cause 
the world to look down on Christianity even more.

• Rather, we are to live and work within the culture, using 
our godly lives to win over unbelievers one by one.



1 Timothy 6:3–5

• “If someone teaches different doctrine”

• This is the first of 8x in these letters that Paul uses 
hygiainō (“hygiene”) to describe teaching; it means “to be 
healthy”

• Sound, godly teaching provides spiritual health to those 
who hear and obey it



1 Timothy 6:3–5

• “If someone teaches different doctrine”

• “he has become conceited”

• “understanding nothing”

• “but being sick about debates and disputes”

• “from which comes” – envy, contention, slander, evil 
suspicions, constant fricition, the mind of depraved people, 
being deprived of the truth, considering godliness a means 
of financial gain



1 Timothy 6:6–8

• Contrary to those who think that godliness is a way to 
get rich, Paul said that “great gain” is actually 
“godliness with contentment”

• Getting rich in this life is not our purpose; physical wealth 
is temporary

• “satisfied” – same word Paul used in 2 Corinthians 12:9 
that God’s grace is “sufficient”



1 Timothy 6:9–10

• “Those who desire to make themselves rich”

• Being rich is not the issue; it’s the desire to be rich – the 
love of money

• There is a difference between wanting more, enjoying 
more, and needing more

• Money is the strongest enemy against God; “you cannot 
serve God and money” (Matthew 6:24)



1 Timothy 6:9–10

• “Those who desire to make themselves rich”

• “They fall into” – temptation, trap, many foolish and 
harmful lusts

• “They plunge the people into ruin and destruction”

• Why? “The root of all evils is love of money”

• Get led astray from the faith

• Pierce themselves



1 Timothy 6:11–12

• “Flee these things”

Similar list as 2 Timothy 2:22

• “Fight the good fight of the faith” (1:18)

• “Grasp hold of eternal life”

Eternal life isn’t just living forever; it’s the pursuit of a 
growing relationship with God in this life that will be 
finalized in eternity.



1 Timothy 6:13–16

• “I command you…that you keep the commandment”

• Before God the life-giver

• Before Jesus the model confession holder

• How? Spotless, irreproachable

• When? Until Jesus comes back



1 Timothy 6:13–16

• Great summary theology about God

• “The blessed and only sovereign”

• “The king over those who rule as kings”

• “The lord over those who rule as masters”

• “The only one who has immortality”

• “Who lives in unapproachable light”

• “Who no one of humanity
has seen nor is able to see”



1 Timothy 6:17–19

• “To those who are wealthy in the present age”

• Don’t be proud

• Don’t place your hope in uncertain riches

• Place your hope in God who gives us things to enjoy

• Do good, be rich in good works

• Be generous, sharing freely



1 Timothy 6:17–19

• “To those who are wealthy in the present age”

• What is the result if they obey these commands?

• They will store up a good foundation in the coming age

• They will grasp what is truly life



1 Timothy 6:20–21

• “Guard the deposit”

• Repeated in 2 Timothy 2:2

• “So-called knowledge” – there is much that passes for 
knowledge today that is really foolishness

• Do not get caught up in those things

• “Grace be with you all” – not just Timothy but the 
entire congregation
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