
1 Timothy: God’s Church, God’s Way



1 Timothy 4:11–16

• From 1 Timothy 1:1 to 4:10 (61 verses, 841 words), 
there are six imperative verbs (direct commands)

• From 1 Timothy 4:11 to 6:21 (52 verses, 750 words), 
there are 37 imperative verbs

Important hermeneutic principle: these commands 
were for Timothy, not us. We must look for the 
timeless truths.



1 Timothy 4:11–16

• “Command and teach these things”

• “Do not let anyone despise your youthfulness”

• “Be an example for the faithful”

• Until Paul arrived in Ephesus again, “pay attention”

• to reading

• to encouragement

• to teaching



1 Timothy 4:11–16

• “Do not neglect your spiritual gift”

• “Practice these things”

• “Be in these things”

• “Keep a firm grasp on yourself and the teaching”

• “Remain in them”



1 Timothy 4:11–16

• didaskalia, “teaching,” is used 8x in 1 Timothy; 4x in 
this chapter/context

• The reason is that by keeping a firm grasp and 
remaining, Timothy would deliver both himself and 
those who listened to him

• Deliver from what?

• Probably from the deceitful spirits and demonic doctrines



1 Timothy 5:1–2

• “Don’t even consider rebuking an older man” – not 
strictly an imperative, but it is basically the strongest 
type of prohibition in Koine Greek

• presbyteros is not “elder” as in office but “older” as in age

• The sense of the verb is “strike at”

• This would be a strong denouncement, probably public, as 
a form of punishment



1 Timothy 5:1–2

• The local congregation is a family of families and 
should function that way. This extended to all fellow 
believers, not just older men

• He was to “appeal to” them as if they were fathers

• Younger men as brothers

• Older women as mothers

• Younger women as sisters



1 Timothy 5:3–10

• Paul’s fifth group of people in the church who needed 
special instructions both for them and for the 
congregation around them – older widows

• “Honor widows who are truly widows”

• “true widow” – a woman with no one to take care of her 
except for the church



1 Timothy 5:3–10

• “if any widow has children or grandchildren…they must 
learn first”

• to respect their own home

• to pay back their parents/grandparents

• Why? “This is pleasing before God”



1 Timothy 5:3–10

• So who is eligible for congregational support?

• “the true widow”

• “who has been left alone”

• “has placed her hope in God”

• “continues in supplications and prayers night and day”

• NOT those who live over-indulgent lives



1 Timothy 5:3–10

• Warning! “Anyone who does not take care of his own 
and especially his family”

• “he has denied the faith”

• “he is worse than an unbeliever”



1 Timothy 5:3–10

• Much like elders and deacons, “true widows” also have 
a list of character traits before they can be accepted on 
the list

• At least 60 years old

• One-man woman

• Her good works are a testament to her character

• “Bore children”



1 Timothy 5:3–10

• Much like elders and deacons, “true widows” also have 
a list of character traits before they can be accepted on 
the list

• Showed hospitality

• Washed the saints’ feet

• Aided the oppressed

• Devoted to every good work



1 Timothy 5:3–10

• It seems possible that these “true widows” could be 
the “women” of 3:11

• While they would not have the official role of deacon, 
they would assist the deacons in serving the 
congregation and, in turn, be supported financially for 
the rest of their lives
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