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Introduction

• Of Paul’s 13 preserved letters, only 1-2 Timothy and 
Titus were written to co-workers

• They are certainly personal but also professional

• They include instructions for the men but also for the 
churches they are managing



Introduction

• Timothy and Titus were NOT pastors

• They were apostles / apostolic representatives in their 
respective locations (Ephesus and Crete) when Paul was 
working elsewhere

• They were to establish and/or fix the local churches and 
make sure qualified men were appointed as leaders

• So, it is not accurate to call them “Pastoral Epistles”



Introduction

• First Timothy has only 1,591 words; however:

• 43 imperative verbs (direct commands); 2.7%

• “faith, faithful” – 30x

• “teaching, teacher, teach” and “truth” – 19x together

• “grace” – 4x

• “godliness” – 15x in the NT; 8x in this letter

• “savior” – 3x



Introduction

• There is some debate on who wrote them and when

• In the early 19th century, German scholars began to 
question Paul’s authorship, even though it was well-
established in the early church

• Conservative scholars in the 20th century began to 
reinstate the historical position that Paul wrote them



Introduction

• There is some debate on who wrote them and when

• The traditional conservative view is that Paul wrote
1 Timothy and Titus after his Roman imprisonment in 
Acts 28 (AD 60–62) and 2 Timothy during his final 
imprisonment in AD 66

• It seems 1 Timothy was much earlier (maybe AD 55); 
Titus may have been as well (no mention of Titus or 
ministry on Crete in Acts)



Introduction

• There is some debate on who wrote them and when

• Paul left Timothy in Ephesus when he went to Macedonia, 
thinking he would return shortly (Acts 19:21-22; 20:1)

• Timothy was still young; this may have been his first solo 
assignment

• Unlike Titus, Timothy was not establishing elders or 
starting the church but continuing Paul’s teaching and 
fighting false doctrine that was creeping in
(Acts 20:28-30)





First Timothy



1 Timothy 1:1–2

• Timothy got his authority from Paul, and Paul regularly 
opened his letters using that title/role

• Jesus called “our hope”

• “genuine child, true son”

• Only the two letters to Timothy include “mercy” in the 
greetings; all the others are just “grace and peace”

• Who was Timothy?



1 Timothy 1:3–4

• One of Timothy’s primary responsibilities was to 
refute false doctrine and useless teachings (“myths 
and endless genealogies”) and prevent people from 
teaching it

• One of the major purposes in writing this letter; the 
other is in 3:14-15
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