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PORTFOLIO SNAPSHOT     Data Communications — RFxPremier
PORTFOLIO TITLE:  Data Communications (2025–2033)
LEAD ENTITY: State of Montana | Solicitation No. SPB-RFP-2025-0563LS
	OVERVIEW
The Master Agreements resulting from this portfolio offer data communications hardware, software, and services including networking, wireless, security, unified communications, optical networking, and facilities management from 14 leading OEM suppliers.

TRANSITIONING FROM:
NASPO ValuePoint Data Communications (2019–2026)
	INITIAL TERM:
Effective date of last signature through September 30, 2033
RENEWALS:
Up to three (3) additional years upon mutual agreement
TOTAL POSSIBLE TERM:
Up to 10 years


SUPPLIERS AVAILABLE
All 14 offerors evaluated were found to be apparent successful offerors. No unsuccessful offerors were identified.
	Awarded Contractor

	Akamai Technologies #SPSD26-0563LS_AKA
	Arista Networks, Inc.

	Ciena, Inc.
	Cisco Systems, Inc. #SPSD26-0563LS_CIS

	Ericsson Enterprise Wireless Solutions #SPSD26-0563LS_EEWS
	Extreme Networks #SPSD26-0563LS_EXT

	Fortinet, Inc.
	Hewlett-Packard Enterprise Company 
#SPSD26-0563LS_HPE

	i-Pro Americas
	International Business Machines (IBM)

	Juniper Networks, Inc #SPSD26-0563LS_JUN
	Palo Alto Networks, Inc.

	Ruckus Wireless, LLC
	Unify, Inc. #SPSD26-0563LS_UNF


PRODUCT SCOPE
This portfolio sought OEM Contractors capable of providing holistic data communications solutions. Award was not structured by individual product categories; Contractors must have demonstrated capability across one or more of the following areas:
Networking: Routers, switches, storage, optical networking, and associated management tools for LAN/WAN infrastructure.
Wireless Networking: Wi-Fi access points, wireless controllers, and cloud-based wireless management systems.
Security: Firewalls, intrusion detection/prevention, encryption, and secure access control solutions.
Unified Communications: Integrated voice, video, and data communications platforms.
Facilities Management, Monitoring & Control: Systems for access control, surveillance, energy management, and emergency response.


SOLICITATION INFORMATION
This portfolio is a direct successor to the NASPO ValuePoint Data Communications (2019–2026) portfolio, led by the State of Utah, which expires September 30, 2026. The decision to transition this portfolio to RFxPremier reflects RFxPremier's alignment with non-state entity access and cooperative contracting best practices. The State of Montana served as Lead Entity, issuing the solicitation in compliance with Montana procurement law and in collaboration with RFxPremier's Lead Entity Model.

	SOLICITATION INFORMATION
Type: Request for Proposals (RFP)
Solicitation Number: SPB-RFP-2025-0563LS
Publicly Advertised: September 26, 2025 – December 12, 2025
Posted On: eMACS Montana Acquisition and Contracting System
Number of Days Publicly Posted: 77
Contracts Officer: Lauren Spatzierath, State of Montana
	PUBLIC OPENING
Sealed responses were opened upon solicitation close on December 12, 2025 at 2:00 PM MST.
VENDOR RESPONSES
Responses Received: 14
Non-Responsive: 0
Responses Evaluated: 14



EVALUATIONS
Proposals were evaluated by the Lead Entity and RFxPremier across three stages. Stage 1 assessed responsiveness and agreement to Mandatory Minimum Requirements; Stage 2 scored Technical Criteria; Stage 3 scored a Cost Evaluations of proposed minimum discount schedules by product category. All 14 proposals advanced through Stage 1 and Stage 2 (minimum threshold: 500 of 700 points) and were evaluated for cost. The Lead Entity determined all 14 proposals to be most advantageous.

	Evaluation Stage
	Criteria
	Points Possible

	Stage 1
	Responsiveness & Mandatory Minimum Requirements
	Pass / Fail

	Stage 2
	Scope of Work
	150

	
	Security Plan
	150

	
	Customer Service
	150

	
	Cooperative Contracting Ability
	100

	
	Scenario Based Approach
	150

	Stage 2 Total
	
	700

	Stage 3
	Hardware: Networking Routers
	35

	
	Hardware: Networking Switches
	35

	
	Hardware: Networking Storage
	30

	
	Hardware: Optical Networking
	35

	
	Hardware: Security Hardware
	30

	
	Software: Networking Software Solutions
	35

	
	Software: Security Solutions
	35

	
	Software: Unified Communications
	30

	
	Software: Facilities Management, Monitoring, and Control
	35

	Stage 3 Total
	
	300

	GRAND TOTAL
	Technical Criteria & Cost Evaluation
	1000

	PUBLIC POSTING OF INTENT TO AWARD
Notice of Intent to Award Posted: January 30, 2026
Posting Location: eMACS – Montana Acquisition and Contracting System
Vendors Awarded: 14
Protests Received: 0
	AWARDED VENDORS
1. Akamai Technologies
1. Arista Networks, Inc.
1. Ciena, Inc.
1. Cisco Systems, Inc.
1. Ericsson Enterprise
1. Extreme Networks
1. Fortinet, Inc.
1. Hewlett-Packard Enterprise Company
1. i-Pro Americas
1. International Business Machines (IBM)
1. Juniper Networks, Inc.
1. Palo Alto Networks, Inc.
1. Ruckus Wireless, LLC
1. Unify, Inc.

	KEY BENEFITS
1. Broad OEM supplier base providing holistic data communications solutions hardware, software, and services through a single cooperative vehicle.
1. Compliant PO-based transactions for eligible entities nationwide no state CPO Participating Addendum required to begin purchasing.
1. Minimum percentage discounts applied to each Contractor's catalog; customers may negotiate deeper discounts.
1. Coverage of emerging technologies including AI-integrated solutions, IoT, cloud-ready infrastructure, and advanced security frameworks.
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