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VISION To be the leading Chapter of NIGP:  The Institute for Public Procurement by promoting the       

development of public procurement professionals throughout Central Florida. 

MISSION Provide our chapter members with opportunities for professional development and the exchange 

of best practices. 

CORE 

VALUES 

The Central Florida Chapter of NIGP shall adhere to the following core values: 

1. Ethics 

2. Integrity 

3. Professionalism 

4. Diversity 

5. Education and Professional Growth 

6. Service to Stakeholders 

 

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Hello Chapter Members, 

Happy New Year! 

Join us on January 31, 2025, for our Chapter Membership Meeting and a Specification Writing Presentation 
by Carrie Roberts, Purchasing Director, Pasco County, FL. The Chapter Membership Meeting and presenta-
tion is available in-person and virtually.  Register on our website www.cfcnigp.org. 

Committee Boot Camp.  Would you like to take a small step leading the chapter forward?  Join us for an in-
person Committee Boot Camp on January 31, 2025 at 10 AM, before the Chapter Membership Meeting. This 
event will introduce you to engagement opportunities and allow you to network with other chapter volun-
teers.  Register on our website www.cfcnigp.org and email me to have lunch on us this day!  I’ll register you 
for in-person lunch at the Chapter Membership Meeting. The Chapter Membership Meeting and presentation 
are available in-person and virtually. 

Membership. Our Membership is on an annual basis and begins on January 1 of each year.  Current mem-
bers have received emails to renew your membership. Please renew your membership to participate in our 
professional development, scholarship program, study groups, mentoring program, and networking opportuni-
ties. As we embark into the 2025 membership year, we will continue development of programs and opportuni-
ties to support you, our membership. If you are new to the profession, we hope that you will consider joining 
our association. Please reach out to us directly to see how membership can benefit you. Membership is lim-
ited to Public Procurement professionals and students. 

Buyer of the Year and Manager of the Year.  Our Buyer of the Year and Manager of the Year program is 
occurring now.  Applications are on our website under Member Resources, Document Library, Member 
Awards.  This program is a peer or self-nomination of a current chapter member acknowledging contributions 
during 2023-2024 to their entity, NIGP or the profession, and our Chapter.  Nominations are due by January 
31, 2025 to president@cfcnigp.org with nomination acceptance due by February 16, 2025. This is a great  
opportunity to celebrate accomplishments!  Awardees receive recognition in the profession, a plaque, and 
100 scholarship dollars.  

Scholarship Application. A Scholarship Application for 2024 is available on our 
website under Member Resources, Scholarships. Signed applications and backup 
documentation is due by January 31, 2025 to scholarship@cfcnigp.org.  Please 
send all documents in one file.  Late applications are not accepted.  2024                      
scholarship points will be added to your accounts by March 2025. 

CPPB/CPPO Group Spring 2025 Session.  The Spring Session will start on    
Thursday, January 23, 2025, and run through May 1, 2025. The testing window is 
May 1 – 15 per the UPPCC website.  Meetings are virtually on Thursdays from 
11:00am – 12:00pm EST.  There will not be a meeting on Thursday, February 20, 
2025, due to NIGP Leadership Summit. The group will have a total of 14  meetings 
during the Spring session.  Register (only once for all meetings) on our                                         
website www.cfcnigp.org. 

mailto:scholarship@cfcnigp.org
http://www.cfcnigp.org/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

 

Pro-D Scholarship Program. Opportunities will be posted on our website soon. Even if you won an opportunity 
last year, you may apply this year.  For the Pro-D Scholarship program, you need to be an ACTIVE member to 
participate.  An ACTIVE member is a member who meets, at a minimum, one (1) of the following criteria in the 
preceding year (the last 12 months): 

1. Attends at least two (2) chapter meetings a year (meetings can be in-person or                         
virtual). 

2. Attends at least one (1) chapter meeting and one (1) chapter event (e.g. Family Day, Spring 
Workshop, Fall Workshop, etc.) 

3. Attends the Reverse Trade Show for the entire day. Half day attendance does not qualify. 

4. Serves on a committee, task force, episodic committee, etc. 

5. Writes an article for the chapter newsletter. 

Mentoring. Our Mentoring Program is to provide an opportunity for Mentees and Mentors to engage one-on-one 
to acquire 'real world' guidance and offers a unique opportunity for both the mentors and mentees to make a 
personal contribution to the professional development and share their experiences. Are you interested in                   
becoming a mentor or mentee?  Contact Mentoring Chair Fatima Calkins at fcalkins@goaa.org or 407-825-
2044. 

Reverse Trade Show. Thank you again to ALL who participated in our Reverse Trade Show!  We had an amaz-
ing turnout of agencies, volunteers, vendors, and sponsors.  This event funds our scholarship programs for you! 
Join us on Friday, November 7, 2025 at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Orlando at SeaWorld!!! Scholarship 
points can be used!  Be on the lookout for room giveaways in the coming months!  

Community Service Initiative. Our 2024 Community Service Initiative for Ronald McDonald House was a suc-
cess! Chapter Members donated $947.99, and the Chapter provided an additional $4,000 for a total of 
$4,947.99. Thank you for supporting families with children undergoing medical treatment in Orlando this year! 

Engagement.  I want to encourage members to evaluate your talents and strengths and identify if there are any 
committees or task forces opportunities that you would be willing to volunteer for in 2025.  Committee chair, 
member, and RTS positions are available.  We have much work to do as a chapter this year and we can benefit 
from having active volunteers.   

Please do not hesitate to contact me or one of the other board members with any questions you might have. The 
Chapter’s 2025 Board of Directors consists of myself (President), Chris Coghill (Vice President), Sean Hynes 
(Treasurer), James (Nick) Canjar (Secretary), and Damaris Nazario (Presidential Advisor). Let’s make this year 
a fantastic year for your Chapter!  

 

May your New Year be full of hope, joy, and laughter!  

Tabatha Freedman, MBA, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 

2022-2025 President 
president@cfcnigp.org 
 
 

mailto:fcalkins@goaa.org
mailto:president@cfcnigp.org
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OFFICER MESSAGES 

Chris Coghill, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 

CFC NIGP Vice President 

Vice President’s Message 

“Happy New Year! I wanted to take a moment to remind members that 
the Scholarship Application for 2024 is available on the chapter’s web-
site. Signed applications and backup documents are due by Janu-
ary 31, 2025 to  scholarship@cfcnigp.org and we are not able to ac-
cept late applications. Please submit scholarship redemptions 
commencing February 1, 2025. Awarded 2024 scholarship points will 
be added to accounts by March 2025.  We hope you will join us at our 
next chapter meeting on January 31st where Carrie Rob-
erts,  Purchasing Director, Pasco County, FL, will be speaking on writing 
specifications. If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to 
reach out!”  

Treasurer’s Message 

Happy New Year Members! I hope everyone had a relaxing holiday.  
 
Membership dues are now due for the 2025 calendar year. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
treasurer@cfcnigp.org if you have any questions or issues. The Primary member for an entity 
must be the one to process renewals for all Secondary members linked to them. A slide deck with 
screenshots and additional information on renewing can be found in the website Document                
Library (Member Resources > Document Library > Website Knowledge). 
 
This year’s chapter activities will provide many learning opportunities that are helpful in career 
progression. I encourage everyone to spread the word about our chapter and its activities to your 
colleagues and friends in the procurement field who are not yet members.  
 
Join us at the next Chapter Meeting on January 31, 2025, and bring a guest to see what we are 
all about. Registration is currently open on the website. I look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Sean Hynes, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 
CFC NIGP Treasurer 

       Secretary’s Message 

 
Happy 2025! 2024 sure came and went in a hurry! 
 
The chapter has several exciting items in store for 2025, both for education and               
fellowship purposes and we hope you will join!  
 
The virtual CPPB/CPPO Study Group, will kick off again on January 23rd. This FREE 
study group is a great tool for any members looking to take the CPPB or CPPO exam.  
 
We are working to put together another adults night out in early 2025. Be on the look 
out for more information! 
 
Our next meeting will be on January 31st. I hope you will join us whether it be in                 
person or virtual! 
 

Nick Canjar, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 

CFC NIGP Secretary 

mailto:scholarship@cfcnigp.org
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PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE MESSAGE 

 

2025 Dates to Remember  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL Chapter Check-Ins may be scheduled in addition to the above       

meetings and workshops. 

Meetings are virtual and in-person unless otherwise specified. 

Our in-person location is listed on our website. 

IN-PERSON LUNCH. Lunch purchases are to be made in advance during meeting 

registration. Additional lunches will not be available the day of the event. If you have 

dietary requirements, please contact president@cfcnigp.org at least one week in     

advance of the meeting day. We will meet them the best we can.

Day and Date Times Type Event Topic 

January 31, 2025 12:00 - 2:00 In-person & virtual 
Committee Bootcamp (10:00am) 

and January Chapter Meeting 

Specification Writing Presentation by 

Carrie Roberts, Purchasing                  

Director, Pasco County, FL 

February 20—22, 2025 8:00 - 5:00 In-person NIGP Leadership Summit Chicago, IL 

March 28, 2025 9:00 - 2:00 In-person & virtual Spring Workshop NIGP Business Council (Tentative) 

May 11 - 14, 2025 8:00 - 5:00 In-person FAPPO Annual Conference Hyatt Regency Orlando 

May 23, 2025 12:00 - 2:00 In-person & virtual May Chapter Meeting  

July 11, 2025 12:00 - 2:00 In-person & virtual July Chapter Meeting  

July 27— 30, 2025 8:00 - 5:00 In-person & virtual NIGP Forum Denver, CO 

September 19, 2025 9:00 - 3:00 In-person & virtual Fall Workshop  

November 7, 2025 9:30 - 3:30 In-person Reverse Trade Show 
DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando                             

at SeaWorld 

December 5, 2025 12:00 - 2:00 In-person & virtual Holiday Chapter Meeting State of the Chapter 

Thursdays 11:00 - 12:00 Virtual CPPO/CPPB Study Group Resumes January 23d.  

mailto:president@cfcnigp.org
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DECEMBER MEETING RECAP

.

 On Friday, December 6, 2024, Chapter Members joined us virtually for 

our Membership Meeting, State of the Chapter, and Winter Workshop. Our              

September Membership Meeting and Fall Workshop was rescheduled to                  

December due to Hurricane Helene which made landfall in the Big Bend area of 

the Florida Gulf Coast as a Category 4 storm late in the evening of September 

26, 2024.  

 Our Winter Workshop consisted of US House of Representative member 

Ric Keller presenting the leadership topics: Leadership Communications and 

Leading with Civility. Then Carrie Mathes, Orange County Government                         

Procurement Division Manager II, enlightened us on how we can Expand our 

Sphere of Influence.  Both presentations were well received. 

 Vice President Chris Coghill did a fantastic job presenting our 2024 State 

of the Chapter.  Highlights included  new members, acknowledgement of our 

Chapter Award recipients and NIGP Service by our members, and 2024 meeting 

and workshop recaps.  Our three (3) year Strategic Plan— Utilizing Design Thinking was created in January. 

We had our first Committee Leadership Bootcamp with 23 members in attendance! The Chapter also provid-

ed Family Day at FunSpot America and Adult’s Night Out at Pirate Dinner Adventure.  

 The Chapter hosted seven (7) Professional Development classes and provided fifty (50) members 

Professional Development Scholarship Awards! We celebrated new CPPB/CPPO Certifications and                    

NIGP-CPP Certifications and our 8 mentees and 8 mentors. 

 Our 25th Reverse Trade Show and 1st Trade Show was a success with over $44,500 in profit at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton at SeaWorld Hotel! Approximately 30 agencies participated and 357 vendor                           

representatives registered to attend!  We had 6 Diamond Sponsors that had Trade Show Tables, 7 Gold 

Sponsors, and 20 Silver Sponsors!  

 At NIGP FORUM, our chapter accomplishments and excellence of professionalism and development 

opportunities were recognized with the 2024 Platinum Performance Standard 

Seal and the Outstanding Chapter Professional Development Award!  

  Thank you to all of our members! 

It is your support and dedication that makes this      

Chapter a success! 

Tabatha Freedman 

Tabatha Freedman 

MBA, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 

CFC NIGP President 

president@cfcnigp.org 

2024 State of the Chapter  
and Winter Workshop 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2f06251066978824c8822e0358ba5ffb99d3d317af1b639e3068671bd7c43bb9JmltdHM9MTczNjgxMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=19d3bc6a-867d-6d34-3192-a96a87486c5f&psq=hurricane+helene+2024+september&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2VhdGhlci5nb3YvaWxtL0hl
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2f06251066978824c8822e0358ba5ffb99d3d317af1b639e3068671bd7c43bb9JmltdHM9MTczNjgxMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=19d3bc6a-867d-6d34-3192-a96a87486c5f&psq=hurricane+helene+2024+september&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2VhdGhlci5nb3YvaWxtL0hl
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2f06251066978824c8822e0358ba5ffb99d3d317af1b639e3068671bd7c43bb9JmltdHM9MTczNjgxMjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=19d3bc6a-867d-6d34-3192-a96a87486c5f&psq=hurricane+helene+2024+september&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2VhdGhlci5nb3YvaWxtL0hl
mailto:tfreedman@volusia.org
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PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE MESSAGE 

.
2025 January Chapter Meeting  

 

Friday, January 31, 2025, 10:00 AM—2:00 PM 
 
Renaissance Senior Center, Venetian Ballroom 
3800 S Econlockhatchee Trl 
Orlando, FL 32829  
 
Committee Leadership Bootcamp — 10:00 AM 
Committee Leadership Bootcamp is in-person at 10 AM before the Chapter Membership Meeting 

and Presentation.  Members that sign up and attend the Committee Leadership will be registered 

for a free lunch that day! 

 
Lunch—12:00 PM 
 
Chapter Meeting and Presentation 12:30 PM—2:00 PM 
Specification Writing by Carrie Roberts, Purchasing Director, Pasco County, FL.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL Chapter Check-Ins may be scheduled in addition to the above meetings and workshops. 

 

Meetings may be virtual and/or in-person.   

In-person locations are listed on our website. 

 
IN-PERSON LUNCH. Lunch purchases are to be made in advance during meeting registration. Ad-

ditional lunches will not be available the day of the event. If you have dietary requirements, please 

contact president@cfcnigp.org at least one week in advance of the meeting day. We will meet them 

the best we can.  

 

NOTE: In-person meetings may be subject to capacity limits. 

 

mailto:president@cfcnigp.org
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SPRING WORKSHOP

Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions during each portion of the presentation. 

The Friday, March 28, 2025 Spring Workshop agenda is as follows: 

 
9:00 – 9:15 Registration 
 
9:15 – 9:45 Chapter business meeting 
 
9:45 – 10:00 Break  
 
10:00 – 12:00 Presentations 
 
12:00 – 12:30 Lunch 
 
12:30 – 2:30 Presentations 

 

Registration will be open and available on our website at https://www.cfcnigp.org/.   

All procurement professionals are welcome to attend.  Registration fee is $20.00.  There are 

two options available, in-person and virtual.  If you plan to attend in-person, lunch will be                  

provided as part of the registration fee. 

Join us for Procurement month with NIGP Business Council members!   

The topics may include Streamlining IT Procurement, Security Risks to your Organization, and 

Data Tracking Modernization.  Note: This is a tentative line up and is subject to change.  

The Spring Workshop is worth a maximum of four (4) contact hours. 

 

Questions?  Please contact us. 

Chris Coghill, Vice President 

vicepresident@cfcnigp.org  

or  

Tabatha Freedman, President 

president@cfcnigp.org 

The Central Florida Chapter of NIGP (CFC) Spring Workshop  

is on Friday, March 28, 2025 and we’d like you to attend!  

March is Procurement Month! 

        

        

https://www.cfcnigp.org/
mailto:vicepresident@cfcnigp.org
mailto:president@cfcnigp.org
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COMMITTEE BOOTCAMP 
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION MESSAGE

 

Hello Chapter Members, 

Scholarship Application: A scholarship application is located on our website, Member Resources, Scholar-

ships.  This application for the 2024 years is for full members only, excluding administrative assistants.  All 

scholarship applications and backup documentation must be submitted by January 31st annually in        

accordance with the application form.  LATE APPLICATIONS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.  NO EXCEPTIONS. 

YOU MUST SIGN THE FORM, INK OR ELECTRONICALLY, AND SUBMIT BACK UP DOCUMENTATION 

WITH THE APPLICATION.   

Membership and Meeting Attendance: To provide your paid membership and meeting attendance, log 

in to the website.  From the home page, select from your name, Profile. Select the tabs under                     

Histories.  Provide with your application.  As this is a new website, we have the membership list for 

2023.    

RTS Attendance: To provide your RTS attendance, log in to the website.  Go to Member Resources, 

Scholarships.  The 2024 RTS attendee list is available there.  Provide the page with your name on it 

with your application.   

Committee Lists: To provide your Committee engagement, log in to the website.  Go to Member                    

Resources, Committee List.  Committee List for 2024, and the Internship/Externship and other episodic 

members are available there.  Provide the page(s) with your name on it with your application.   

Mentors and Mentees:  Provide a copy of your signed application(s).   

New or Renewed Certifications:  Provide a copy(ies) of your certification(s).  

Other:  Provide backup documentation of attendance, payment, etc., or documentation as requested.   

Contact me if you have any questions.   

Scholarship Redemption Procedures:  1) Members shall complete a Scholarship Redemption Request and 

submit it to the Vice President in order to redeem scholarship funds. 2) Supporting documentation must be 

attached and may include course curriculum, registration form, travel request from member's entity, etc.                   

3) The completed a Scholarship Redemption Request must be submitted by December 1st of the current year. 

The current Scholarship Log is posted on our website. Chapter members that have current scholarship funds 

are welcome to use them this year, until December 1st. After that, funds are available again on January 1st.  

The Board of Directors appreciate all our Chapter members and welcome you to participate in the Central 

Florida Chapter of NIGP!  Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you, 

Tabatha Freedman 

Tabatha Freedman, MBA, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 

President 

President@cfcnigp.org 

P: 386-822 

mailto:scholarship@cfcnigp.org
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RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE THANK YOU LETTER
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REVERSE TRADE SHOW RECAP— Diamond Sponsor
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REVERSE TRADE SHOW RECAP— Gold Sponsor



 

          Issue 1, Volume 27, January 2025 Newsletter   14 

 

 

REVERSE TRADE SHOW RECAP— Silver Sponsors 
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REVERSE TRADE SHOW RECAP— Silver Sponsors Continued 
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SCHOLARSHIP UPDATES

 

 

 

Greetings all! 

 

The Scholarship Application for 2024 is available on our                  

website under Member Resources, Scholarships. Signed                 

applications and backup documentation is due by January 

31, 2025. Please send the applications and documentation in 

one file to: scholarship@cfcnigp.org. 

 

**** Important Note: Late applications are not accepted.***  

 

2024 scholarship points will be added to your accounts by 

March 2025. Redemption forms for 2025 will be accepted 

again beginning February 1, 2025.  

 

Chris Coghill 

Chris Coghill, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 

CFC NIGP Vice President 
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PRO-D RAFFLE UPDATES— NIGP FORUM & CLASSES

 

 

The Chapter will hold raffles in February and March for NIGP VCON, 

NIGP FORUM IN-PERSON , and NIGP FORUM VIRTUAL opportunities.   

To participate in the raffles, you must have entered the online surveys or events.  Terms and                     

conditions apply to the opportunities.  

The Free NIGP VCON is a Virtual class opportunity held April 29 - May 

1, 2025. Last year this was worth approximately 19 hours. (minimum of 

TEN spots available)  

 

The FREE 2025 NIGP FORUM In-Person FULL conference                             

registration includes hotel (5 nights), airfare, and conference registra-

tion to the NIGP FORUM 2025 located in Denver, CO on July 27—30, 

2025.  (TWO spots available) Approximate value is $3,000. 

 

The Free 2025 NIGP FORUM Virtual FULL conference registration. 

Value is approximately $299.00 (minimum of TEN spots available)  

The committee and any episodic committee members will convened virtually to selected the                     

potential winners using www.wheelofnames.com for the Free In-Person 2025 NIGP FORUM                  

selection and https://www.gigacalculator.com/randomizers/random-name-picker.php (or similar) for 

the Free Virtual NIGP VCON and NIGP FORUM selections.   

 

 

Save the Date: March 28, 2025  

 #cfcnigpWinners2025  
    

Thank you, 

Tabatha Freedman 

Tabatha Freedman, MBA, NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB 

President 

E: tfreedman@volusia.org 

P: 386-822-5702 

 

Winners will be announced at the March 28, 2025 Chapter Meeting!  

mailto:tfreedman@volusia.org
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

 
2025 Florida Legislative Regular Session Dates  

 

In 2025, the Florida State Legislature is scheduled to convene on March 4 and 
adjourn on May 2. 

 

 8/2/2024, Deadline for filing claim bills (Senate Rule 4.81(2)). 

 1/24/2025, 5:00 p.m. — All requests for drafts of general bills, memorials, and joint 
resolutions, including requests for companion bills, must be submitted. 

 2/28/2025, 5:00 p.m. — All drafts of general bills, memorials, and joint resolutions, in-
cluding drafts for companion bills, must be approved to file in final form. 

 3/4/ 2025, Regular Session convenes (Article III, section 3(b), State Constitu-
tion).12:00 noon, deadline for filing bills for introduction (Senate Rule 3.7(1)). 

 4/19/2025, Motion to reconsider made and considered the same day (Senate Rule 
6.4(4)). 

 All bills are immediately certified (Senate Rule 6.8). 

 4/22/2025, 50th day – Last day for regularly scheduled committee meetings (Senate 
Rule 2.9(2)). 

 5/2/025, 60th day – Last day of Regular Session (Article III, section 3(d), State Con-
stitution. 

 

Keep an eye out for relevant bills that may impact procurement practices in our 

March newsletter.  Interested in following the Bills—Visit: Bill List - The Florida 

Senate 

Committee: Fatima F Calkins, Millie Medina, and Heidee Santiago-Rullan 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2025
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2025
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CPPB/CPPO STUDY GROUP
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The virtual CPPB/CPPO Study Group will resume on January 23, 2025. Meetings will be held every 

Thursday from 11:00am - Noon with the exception of February 20, due to NIGP Leadership Summit. 

Registration is available under upcoming events at www.cfcnigp.org. If you have questions please                  

contact Heather Beaudry at cfcstudygroup@cfcnigp.org.  

http://www.cfcnigp.org
mailto:CFCstudygroup@cfcnigp.org
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New CPPB Examination 

Prep Guide available on 

Amazon! 
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New CPPO Examination 

Prep Guide available on 

Amazon! 
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CPPB/CPPO STUDY GROUP
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CPPB/CPPO STUDY GROUP

For all of those that just missed it during 

the fall exams, NIGP may have just what 

you need!  Contact Customer Care and 

see how they can help you! 

 https://www.nigp.org/certification/cppo-cppb-

exam-prep 

https://www.nigp.org/certification/cppo-cppb-exam-prep
https://www.nigp.org/certification/cppo-cppb-exam-prep
https://www.nigp.org/certification/cppo-cppb-exam-prep
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INTERNSHIP/EXTERNSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 
  

A Happy New Year to all my fellow Chapter members!! Each of us in the procurement and                            
contracting profession takes pride in the roles we perform every workday. In reflecting on the job 
path each of us took to attain the position we presently hold in our respective agencies; it is just as 
important to offer opportunities and outreach efforts for others who may be early in their career or 
preparing to soon enter the workforce from the collegiate ranks. One of my goals of this Chapter’s 
Internship/Externship Committee is to help relatively inexperienced individuals to become familiar 
with, and to generate interest in, this public sector purchasing and contracting field. Base level                      
positions in this profession too often require prior work experience in addition to an educational                     
degree. One recruiting approach to consider is to reach out to the college student population to                    
create general awareness of the variety of roles that exist in the public sector environment, and                            
specifically in the purchasing and contracting field, as well as what type of work experience that may 
lead to these positions. To this end, there are opportunities that every agency can participate in to 
make a contributive difference.         

As I’ve certainly mentioned previously, during each semester break throughout the year, the                           
University of Central Florida sponsors the Knight Shadow program, and seeks employers to host 
one or more students in a one-day job shadow event. UCF offers this event to be in a virtual format, 
however students able to attend this career-based externship experience in an in-person format is 
far more impactful. Having hosted this event in-person to numerous students over the past several 
years, I personally can attest it is a highly informative experience for the students.  

The Spring 2025 Knight Shadow session is scheduled for March 18
th
 and 19

th
 and provides an                         

agency to host one or more students for either (or both) of those days. Employer/Host registration 
closes on January 29, 2025. Student registration opens on February 5th. UCF’s Experiential                
Learning department handles the employer/student matching and orientation steps. As a host, you 
are welcome to create your day’s event as you wish, which may include example activities such as 
observing operations, worksite tours, joining in staff meetings, providing information interviews, etc. 
If your agency is able to host several students, it typically provides a more interactive and                           
collaborative experience. Whether the agency is able to host one or more students, each student will 
undoubtedly leave with gratitude for your hosting and come away with an increased awareness of 
the purchasing and contracting field that in turn may generate a future career interest for them. This 
type of job shadowing program provides an excellent opportunity for our Chapter membership in its 
future recruiting efforts.   

These Knight Shadow events are offered to employers and organizations in the central Florida                      
region and offer real-life experiences in creating awareness of potential career paths for students as 
they prepare to enter the workforce. To learn more about this program, including timeline, tips, and 
suggestions for structuring your job shadow opportunity, visit UCF’s Experiential Learning website 
for additional information. https://academicsuccess.ucf.edu/explearning/students/ucf-job-shadow/. 

 

If any Chapter member is interested in hosting a one-day Knight Shadow event, please contact 
John Schmidt, at 407-685-5822, or John.Schmidt@occc.net for more information and registration 
assistance.        

 
Respectfully submitted, 

John Schmidt 
Chair, Internship/Externship Committee  

https://academicsuccess.ucf.edu/explearning/students/ucf-job-shadow/
mailto:John.Schmidt@occc.net
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Donation Receipt 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT UPDATES
 

 

Hello Chapter Members! 

 

The chapter is always looking for ways to give back to the community. If you have any 
service events or charities you’d like us to consider, please contact Arima Santana at 
santanaar@seminolestate.edu or (407) 708-2174. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement. 

Arima Santana 
(407) 708-2174 
santanaar@seminolestate.edu. 
 
 

mailto:santanaar@seminolestate.edu
mailto:santanaar@seminolestate.edu
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  MENTORING OPPORTUNITIES

CERTIFICATION SUPPORT

 

 

http://www.qoftheday.net/ 

Contact Info: Fatima F Calkins at FCalkins@goaa.org 

Are you interested in participating in the 2025 Mentoring Program? 

Join the NIGP Mentoring Program – Invest in Your Professional Growth!  

 

I’m excited to share an incredible opportunity for professional growth and development: the                     
CFC-NIGP Mentoring Program! Whether you're a seasoned procurement professional looking to give 
back or someone seeking guidance to navigate your career, this program offers a valuable chance to 
connect, learn, and grow. As a proud participant and mentor since 2011, I’ve seen firsthand how the 
program fosters meaningful relationships and creates a supportive environment for skill-building, 
problem-solving, and career advancement. 

 

Why Join the Mentoring Program? 

For Mentees: Gain insights from experienced professionals, expand your  
network, and receive personalized guidance to help you achieve your career 
goals. 

 

For Mentors: Share your expertise, give back to the profession, and grow as a 
leader while building lasting professional relationships. 
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RADIO NIGP

 

Check it out at https://www.nigp.org/events/radio-nigp. 

https://www.nigp.org/events/radio-nigp
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New to Procurement!!!! 

Earn your Public Procurement Associate Designation by taking these three (3) 

Core Certificate classes. 

Three payment options, choose the one that works best for you.  

NIGP PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Hosting a Seminar 

 
Interested in hosting a virtual class? Contact  
Lisa Kesecker at (407)870-4622 with any further 
questions or to begin the seminar scheduling 
process. With a variety of classes to choose 
from, visit the NIGP website for course            
information at: NIGP.ORG  
 
Do you want to start earning your Pathway’s 
badges and certificates? Go to the NIGP’s   
website and lookup the various classes so you 
can start earning your badges! 
 

 
Contact: Lisa Kesecker, CPPB, Pro-D Chair 

lisa.kesecker@osceolaschools.net 

http://www.nigp.org/eweb/StartPage.aspx?Site=NIGP&webcode=pd_ep_f2f
https://www.nigp.org/learning/designations
https://www.nigp.org/learning/designations
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 EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

https://procurementu.myabsorb.com/#/login
https://procurementu.myabsorb.com/#/login
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9487eUH7nWI&t=1s
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NIGP
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

NIGP LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 2025

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nigp.org/events/leadership-summit  

https://www.nigp.org/events/leadership-summit
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NIGP-CPP INFORMATION 

 

For more information please visit: https://www.nigp.org/certification/why-the-nigp-cpp.  

https://www.nigp.org/certification/why-the-nigp-cpp
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NIGP INFORMATION 

Learn more at https://www.nigp.org/

learning/what-is-pathways. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qg1JAuuI6nQ
https://www.nigp.org/learning/what-is-pathways
https://www.nigp.org/learning/what-is-pathways
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Excellence in Public Procurement     
www.cfcnigp.org 
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JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDA

 

 

 

 
 

    

Excellence in Public Procurement     
www.cfcnigp.org 

  
    

Committee Boot Camp and Membership Meeting Agenda 

January 31, 2025 

Boot Camp @ 10:00 AM Membership Meeting @ 12 PM — 2:00 PM 

  
 10:00 AM Committee Boot Camp (in-person only)  
 11:45 AM Registration  
 12:00 PM Chapter Lunch  
 12:30 PM Chapter Business Meeting  

   1:00 PM Presentation 
  
Welcome – Tabatha Freedman, President 

           Introductions, Welcome Guests & Recognition of New Members 

Old Business 

 Secretary’s Report – Nick Canjar 
     Treasurer’s Report – Sean Hynes 

 Membership 2025 
 Consent Agenda 

 Item 1: Minutes from Previous Meeting 
 Item 2: Bank Reconciliations  

      Vice President’s Report – Chris Coghill 
 Programming Updates 
 Scholarship Updates 
  Scholarship Application 
  Scholarship Log 

    President’s Report – Tabatha Freedman 
 Pro-D Scholarships 
 RTS 
 Buyer of the Year and Manager of the Year applications  
 Committees 

New Business  

 Committee/Task Force (s) – Updates from Chairs 
Community Services 
Legislative 
Pro-D 
Study Groups 
Internship/Externship/Mentoring 
Open Floor 

     Recognition of New Certifications 
     Job Postings, Announcements, New Positions, Purchasing News         
 Other New Business 
 

Chapter Meeting Is Adjourned 

 

2025 CHAPTER 

DATES 

Committee Bootcamp 

& 

Membership Meeting 

January 31st 

 

Spring Workshop 

March 28th 

 

Membership Meeting 

May 23rd 

 

Membership Meeting 

July 11th 

 

Fall Workshop 

September 19th 

 

Reverse Trade Show 

(RTS) 

November 7th 

 

Membership Meeting 

 &  

State of the Chapter 

December 5th 

 

Meeting 

LUNCH MENU 

 

Box Lunch 


