
This issue 

The organization is a chapter of NIGP, the Institute for Public Procurement, and offers
chapter members networking events and continuing education opportunities that
encourage and support professional development and certification. SETAPP is committed
to NIGP's Values and Guiding Principles and encourages members to live by them when
carrying out their day-to-day responsibilities. 

The Southeast Texas Association of Public Purchasing (SETAPP) is dedicated to enhancing public
purchasing practices, high ethical values and the advancement of the public procurement
profession. Founded in 1993, SETAPP serves public procurement professionals in state and local
governments, educational institutions and other public entities throughout the greater Houston
area. 
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2026 President’s Message
President's Message
Chris Kaminski, NIGP-CPP, SETAPP President

As I embark on my third year as President of the Southeast Texas Association of Public Purchasing
(SETAPP), I am immensely proud to witness our chapter continuing to thrive, grow, and progress in a
direction that benefits all our esteemed members. My aim is to sustain this momentum and propel our
chapter to new heights by providing an array of exciting new events, opportunities, trainings, and
conferences for our membership.

SETAPP is an exemplary organization, endowed with a wealth of resources for connecting with other
entities, seeking answers, sharing ideas, and more. I encourage all our members to reach out and engage
with fellow members in any manner possible and fully utilize the extensive offerings of SETAPP.

Since establishment in 1993, SETAPP has been committed to enhancing public purchasing practices,
upholding high ethical standards, and advancing the public procurement profession. The organization
promotes integrity, transparency, and accountability to maintain excellence in public procurement and
safeguard the public trust.

Thank you for granting me the privilege of being part of the SETAPP Board. I eagerly anticipate the
remarkable achievements we will realize together.

Thank You,
Chris Kaminski, NIGP-CPP
SETAPP President



 

January is membership renewal time.
Click here to log in to the SETAPP website
and renew your membership if you haven’t yet.

Dues can be paid by cc or check.

Benefits Include:
Educational Events

Professional Development
Scholarship Opportunities

Continuing Education Credits
Networking with Peers

Fun and Fellowship
Volunteer Opportunities

Annual Vendor Expo
Bragging Rights

And More!
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Announcements

https://www.setapp.info/


 

The Membership Committee chair position is open due to Juan
being elected to our Secretary position so we are now looking for
his replacement. Juan will be able to assist you in the training for

the position. If interested please email Sandra Melancon at
sandra.melancon@pur.hctx.net ASAP!!!

 
SETAPP Executive Board of Directors
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Announcements

mailto:sandra.melancon@pur.hctx.net


 

 

SETAPP Awards and Scholarships

It's that time of year to honor members!  The award and scholarship forms are

now available for submission.  You can nominate yourself or nominate another

deserving member.  The criteria is listed on each form and be sure to submit any

required documentation.  This is a great opportunity to receive SETAPP funds for

continuing education so don't wait and don't miss out.  FYI, there will be no Lone

Star Conference in 2026 so the funds for that award will carry over for 2027 when

the conference is hosted by the DFW Chapter.

 

Forms are due by Monday, February 9th.  
 

SETAPP Executive Board of Directors
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Announcements

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ClubExpressClubFiles/327450/documents/BOY_210481487.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA6MYUE6DNNJ6ROIH3&Expires=1768874621&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3DBOY.pdf&Signature=XWb4eEbpweAa6ArFGmxUYaz6XKs%3D
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ClubExpressClubFiles/327450/documents/kaminski_Lone_Star_575165892.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA6MYUE6DNNJ6ROIH3&Expires=1768874636&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3Dkaminski_Lone_Star.pdf&Signature=lCRvJ5blnNzmYGKh8H4jsVtXgbE%3D
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ClubExpressClubFiles/327450/documents/Ambres_scholarship_982996030.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA6MYUE6DNNJ6ROIH3&Expires=1768874651&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3DAmbres_scholarship.pdf&Signature=wpIYg19o%2Bz2ZWpOAO6rr6Ve%2FshU%3D
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ClubExpressClubFiles/327450/documents/MOY_1824025721.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA6MYUE6DNNJ6ROIH3&Expires=1768874332&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3DMOY.pdf&Signature=dV2PLu%2BL3zxMKv9n61f23KBYXKY%3D


 

  FACEBOOK 

Don’t be a stranger y’all!
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Announcements

LET’S STAY CONNECTED 

LINKED IN

https://www.facebook.com/share/1BomLvxdS5/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BomLvxdS5/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BomLvxdS5/


 

 

A mother of 4 children and 6 grandchildren, Tina graduated with her Bachelor's in

Accounting from University of Houston- Downtown. She currently works for the

Department of Treasury- Internal Revenue Service as an Internal Revenue Agent in

the Tax Exempt & Government Entities department. 

Previously with Harris County, she was shy just 4 months from hitting her 10 year

mark when she moved to her next role. Vega started with Adult Probation, then

Commissioner Pct 1, and lastly with Commissioner Pct 2. While working with the

County, she worked in Finance, Procurement/Travel, and managed other

administrative duties.

Vega is also a real estate agent with Keller Williams Houston Central and enjoys

volunteering with a variety of organizations such as Houston Livestock Show &

Rodeo, Bayou City Art Festival, Comicpalooza and others. Vega is currently part of

multiple Associations such as NIGP, GFOA, ALPFA, and NSA. She is a person who

likes to learn and help others grow. 

One other thing she doesn’t mention much anymore - is that she was a widow at

the age of 21. Widow at 21 with 4 children.  A lot of people ask Vega, "how do you

do it all?". She smiles and says,” One day at a time and 1 task at a time. Of course,

nothing is ever done without the man upstairs. He would not give me more than

what I can handle."

Tina Vega
MEET OUR NEW
TREASURER
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Member Spotlight
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Educational Opportunities
Test for the

NIGP-CPP ON US.
Apply and sit for the new NIGP-CPP

Modules C & D Exam in February 2026

Get Your Testing Fee Reimbursed 
when you complete either or both new Exam
Modules during the February 2026 window.

Reimbursements will be sent to all candidates who
sit for and complete the new Exam Modules only.

This special program is presented by 1GPA to
support procurement leaders as they advance in

the profession.
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Educational Opportunities
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AVAILABLE COURSEWORK

** All Members receive 20% off if registering 60 days prior to the course start date. 

Course Offerings Catalog | NIGP
just to mention a few courses coming up in February

Educational Opportunities
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PROCUREMENT NEWS

Welcome to the NIGP Blog, the place to explore a diverse range of perspectives on the world of

public procurement. From personal anecdotes to legal insights, practical tips to career

development guidance, our blog offers a comprehensive and engaging platform for you to

connect with the latest trends, insights, and ideas in the industry.

nigp.org/blog

Radio NIGP

Dive into the dynamic world of public procurement with RADIO NIGP! Join a passionate

community of procurement professionals sharing captivating stories, insightful expertise,

and relevant discussions on today's hottest topics. Get ready to be informed, entertained,

and inspired!

Send Us Your Comments & Questions

radio@nigp.org

https://www.nigp.org/blog/category/direct-from-ceo
https://www.nigp.org/blog/a-new-chapter
https://www.nigp.org/events/radio-nigp
https://www.nigp.org/blog
https://www.nigp.org/events/radio-nigp


 

 

Public Relations
Committee

Help us maintain our online presence.
Publish Quarterly Newsletters 
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COMMITTEES 

Education
Committee

Help organize annual educational and
professional development events.

Membership Committee
Help build and maintain a healthy

membership.

  

Program/Facilities
Committee

Help identify local sites for our meetings. Work with
the President to plan, develop and coordinate

info/educational programs.

Legislative Committee
Help keep membership informed of

legislative changes.
  

Here at SETAPP,
there are lots of opportunities for volunteerism! 

Join a committee .... or even Chair one!
Reach out to VP, Sandra Melancon to get involved.

Email: sandra.melancon@pur.hctx.net



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING

Thank you SETAPP  for an awesome 2025!

Our Q4 Meeting started off with a blessing over the meal,
and an expression of gratitude for everyone joining us .



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING

THANK YOU TO OUR EXECUTIVE BOARD,
COMMITTEE CHAIRS,  COMMITEE MEMBERS

AND EVENT VOLUNTEERS FOR ALL THAT
YOU DO THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING

We couldn’t do it without you.
THANK YOU!!!!



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING

WE DID OUR
NEW OFFICER

INSTALLATION

Thank you for a great 2025 

and we’re looking forward to an

even better 2026! 



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING

Fun & Games

Teamwork 

Prizes Galore!

Then it was

time for

&



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING

Everyone had a

GOOD TIME



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING



 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 4th QUARTER MEETING



 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

1st Quarter Meeting-2026-How Rising Grid-Intensive Loads Are Reshaping Demand Growth & Market

Our 1st Quarter meeting for 2026 will be at HCAD. Representatives from Tradition Energy will discuss
rising grid-intensive loads—from data centers and AI expansion to electrified fleets and industrial growth
—are driving some of the most significant shifts in U.S. power demand in decades. These changes are
reshaping price dynamics, generation needs, and long-term market risk for large energy users. They

will break down what’s driving this new wave of demand and what it means for SETAPP members and
their energy strategies. We will also announce the Awards and Scholarship winners.

Date and Time
Thursday, March 5, 2026, 11:30 AM until 1:00 PM

Location
HCAD Room 641

13013 NW Freeway
Houston, TX 77040

USA

Event Contact(s)
debbie Kaminski

Program/Facility Chair
281-344-7777 (p)
2813447777 (c)

kaminskid60@hotmail.com

In-Person: Chickfila Regular Chicken Sandwich box *
$15.00

In-Person No Food/Drink *
(No Fee)
Virtual *
(No Fee)

In-Person: Chickfila Market Salad *
$15.00

In-Person: Chickfila Spicy Chicken Sandwich Box *
$15.00

https://setapp.info/content.aspx?page_id=722&club_id=327450&emtid=301918543818&mtid=867502224843&ht=0


 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS



 

CHAPTER CONTACTS 

President
 Chris Kaminski 

christopher.kaminski@pur.hctx.net

Vice President
Sandra T Melancon

sandra014@yahoo.com

Juan Diaz
Secretary 

juan.diaz@houstontx.gov

Treasurer
 Tina Vega

vegat2004@yahoo.com

Immediate Past President 
Jedediah Greenfield 

jedediah.greenfield@houstontx.gov

Budget and Finance Chair 
Jared Abbey

Jared.abbey@pur.hctx.net

Legislative Liaison 
Lynette Howe

lynette.howe@houstontx.gov

Pro-D and Education Chair Brittani Bell
brittani.bell@pur.hctx.net

Program and Facilities Chair and Data Protection Officer
 Debbie J Kaminski 

kaminskid60@hotmail.com

Public Relations Chair
 Allie Cruz

allison.cruz@h-gac.com


