
This issue 

The organization is a chapter of NIGP, the Institute for Public Procurement, and offers
chapter members networking events and continuing education opportunities that
encourage and support professional development and certification. SETAPP is committed
to NIGP's Values and Guiding Principles and encourages members to live by them when
carrying out their day-to-day responsibilities. 

The Southeast Texas Association of Public Purchasing (SETAPP) is dedicated to enhancing public
purchasing practices, high ethical values and the advancement of the public procurement
profession. Founded in 1993, SETAPP serves public procurement professionals in state and local
governments, educational institutions and other public entities throughout the greater Houston
area. 
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March is Procurement Month
This March, we celebrate the professionals who found their purpose in procurement—and the extraordinary

impact you make every day. Public procurement is the quiet force that keeps cities running, schools

equipped, roads safe, and essential services accessible to all.

This month, we honor the choice to build a career in public procurement: a choice rooted in integrity,

stewardship, and service. It is a profession often working behind the scenes yet shaping outcomes that

touch millions. Procurement professionals are the connectors, the problem‑solvers, the guardians of public

trust—unsung heroes whose decisions strengthen communities and elevate the quality of life for everyone.

Procurement Month is a celebration of pride, purpose, and the profound influence of a profession that rarely

seeks the spotlight—but always delivers impact.

Public Procurement: Choose it once. Live it always.
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Kick Off Procurement Month Webinar

with Debbie Trueblood, NIGP CEO
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During our first quarter meeting, we recognize excellence in

public procurement, by awarding 
our Awards and Scholarships for the year.

NIGP believes it is important to recognize and acknowledge
those individuals who strive to elevate the procurement

profession. 

These honors include:

Buyer of the Year
Manager of the Year

Debbie Kaminski Lone Star Conference Scholarship
and

Darcell Ambres Scholarships

Let’s say CONGRATULATIONS!!!



 

Manager of the Year:
Veronica Douglas
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Buyer of the Year:
 Allison Cruz



 

Debbie Kaminski Lone Star Conference Scholarship:
Angela Kostecki
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Darcell Ambres Scholarships:
Debbie Kaminski

Juan Diaz, Susan Chevalier and
Shannon Pleasant 
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Thank you to Norma Weaver and our Awards and

Scholarships Committee for your work in making this

program a success!



 

 

DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT EMAIL ADDRESS?
Please make sure your email is updated with us.

Click here to log in to the SETAPP website 

Go to your profile
Click on Basic Member Information
 Edit to make any changes and save.
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We don’t want you to miss anything!!!

https://www.setapp.info/


 

  FACEBOOK 

LINKED IN
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Help us grow our online community. 

Follow us and Connect with us. 

https://www.facebook.com/share/1BomLvxdS5/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BomLvxdS5/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BomLvxdS5/


 

 

A mother of 4 children and 6 grandchildren, Tina graduated with her Bachelor's in

Accounting from University of Houston- Downtown. She currently works for the

Department of Treasury- Internal Revenue Service as an Internal Revenue Agent in

the Tax Exempt & Government Entities department. 

Previously with Harris County, she was shy just 4 months from hitting her 10 year

mark when she moved to her next role. Vega started with Adult Probation, then

Commissioner Pct 1, and lastly witCommissioner Pct 2. While working with the

County, she worked in Finance, Procurement/Travel, and managed other

administrative duties.

Vega is also a real estate agent with Keller Williams Houston Central and enjoys

volunteering with a variety of organizations such as Houston Livestock Show &

Rodeo, Bayou City Art Festival, Comicpalooza and others. Vega is currently part of

multiple Associations such as NIGP, GFOA, ALPFA, and NSA. She is a person who

likes to learn and help others grow. 

One other thing she doesn’t mention much anymore - is that she was a widow at

the age of 21. Widow at 21 with 4 children.  A lot of people ask Vega, "how do you

do it all?". She smiles and says,” One day at a time and 1 task at a time. Of course,

nothing is ever done without the man upstairs. He would not give me more than

what I can handle."

Juan DiazJuan Diaz
SETAPP SECRETARY
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Senior Contract Administrator
City of Houston

How long have you been in public procurement?   11 years

Personal interests and hobbies: Spending family time

First job: Inventory and Purchasing Clerk

Tell us something about yourself that most of us don’t
know:  Working on old cars and trucks

What’s cooking at your house on the holidays? 
Tamales and Ponche

What’s some things on your bucket list? Go to Rome, Italy
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https://www.nigp.org/learning/leadership-masterclasses
https://www.nigp.org/learning/leadership-masterclasses
https://www.nigp.org/course/coaching-for-high-performance-empowering-procurement-leaders-to-inspire-excellence-040926-618844
https://www.nigp.org/course/strategic-leadership-and-business-planning-for-high-impact-results-060526-618842
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PROCUREMENT NEWS

nigp.org/blog

Blogs > Mentorship Matters > Mentorship Is a “Heart Healthy” Investment in Your

Procurement Career

https://www.nigp.org/blog/march-2026
https://www.nigp.org/blog/march-2026
https://www.nigp.org/blog/brandy-hazel
https://www.nigp.org/blog/brandy-hazel
https://www.nigp.org/blog/keith-glatz
https://www.nigp.org/blog/keith-glatz
https://www.nigp.org/blog
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Radio NIGP

Send Us Your Comments & Questions

radio@nigp.org

PROCUREMENT NEWS

https://youtu.be/9cc9fqYKULs
https://www.nigp.org/events/radio-nigp
https://www.nigp.org/events/radio-nigp


 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT- 1  Quarter Meetingst

1  Quarter Meeting Highlightsst

   March 5, 2026
1  Quarter Meeting Highlightsst

   March 5, 2026

Speakers: Bob Wooten and
Michael Skelton with

Tradition Energy
Topic: How Rising Grid-Intensive
Loads Are Reskhaping Demand
Growth & Market Dynamics

Awards & Scholarships
Presentation

Buntinis &
Procurement Month

Appreciation Gift

Committee 
Reports



 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum-experience


 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum-experience#keynote


 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum-experience#keynote
https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum-experience#keynote
https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum-experience#keynote


 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum-experience#keynote
https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum-register
https://www.nigp.org/events/annual-forum-and-products-exposition/forum2026


 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

May 14th - Vendor Expo

June 11th - Q2 Meeting

Sept. 4th - Pro D Day

Oct. 22nd - Q3 Meeting

Dec. 3rd - Q4 Meeting 

Upcoming
SETAPP
EVENTS



 

 

Public Relations
Committee

Help us maintain our online presence.
Publish Quarterly Newsletters 
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Education
Committee

Help organize annual educational and
professional development events.

Membership Committee
Help build and maintain a healthy

membership.

  

Program/Facilities
Committee

Help identify local sites for our meetings. Work with
the President to plan, develop and coordinate

info/educational programs.

Legislative Committee
Help keep membership informed of

legislative changes.
  

Here at SETAPP,
there are lots of opportunities for volunteerism! 

Join a committee .... or even Chair one!
Reach out to VP, Sandra Melancon to get involved.

Email: sandra.melancon@pur.hctx.net
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President

 Chris Kaminski 
christopher.kaminski@pur.hctx.net

Vice President
Sandra T Melancon

sandra014@yahoo.com

Secretary 
Juan Diaz

juan.diaz@houstontx.gov

Treasurer
 Tina Vega

vegat2004@yahoo.com

Immediate Past President 
Jedediah Greenfield 

jedediah.greenfield@houstontx.gov

Legislative Liaison 
Lynette Howe

lynette.howe@houstontx.gov

Pro-D and Education Chair 
 Gabriel Moya

gabriel.moya@hcde-texas.org

Membership Chair
Brittani Bell

brittani.bell@pur.hctx.net

Program and Facilities Chair and Data Protection Officer
 Debbie J Kaminski 

kaminskid60@hotmail.com

Public Relations Chair
 Allie Cruz

allison.cruz@h-gac.com
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