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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COUNCIL

The purpose of the Chamber's International
Business Strategy is to create economic
prosperity by educating and engaging industry
leaders, facilitating global business connections
and promoting Middle Tennessee as a dynamic
place for international business by:

e Building and cultivating relationships which
create opportunities for foreign direct
investment.

e  Promoting the Nashville region as a dynamic place
for international business both at home and
abroad by promoting the region’s advantages as a
global business hub, supporting growth of
international air service and by creating an optimal
business climate/quality of life for international
interests.

e Connecting existing and prospective global
companies with resources that help them grow in
and succeed in Middle Tennessee.

e Engaging the Nashville region’s international
business community through the IBC Advisory
Board, Global Business Ambassadors program and
IBC events and programs.

e Serving as Middle Tennessee’s international
information resource through historic knowledge,
data collection, and information gathering
regarding the region’s international business
community.
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The International Business Council Advisory Board is
comprised of a cross section of the region’s international
business leaders. This voluntary group serves as advisors
to the Chamber and as advocates for international
businesses operating in or considering investing in
Middle Tennessee.

A component of the Chamber’s International Business
Strategy is the International Business Council (IBC). The
IBC holds events aimed at those interested in global
business issues. From market specific educational events
to ambassador luncheons and networking opportunities,
the IBC is the Nashville region’s most highly regarded
source for international business programming.
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International Business Council Advisory Board
2025-2026

Chair

John Scannapieco, Partner

Honorary Consul for Great Britian and Northern Ireland
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

Vice Chair
Jeff Hughes, General Manager & Regional Officer
Mitsui & Co (USA), Inc.

At-Large Executive Committee
Maria Ferro, Global Business Practice Lead
Baker Donelson

Meredith Goucher, Director, International Relations and
Development
Country Music Association

Josh Powell, VP, Airline and Government Relations
Nashville International Airport

Karel AbeUd, Global Director of FDI and Businsess Development
TN Department of Economic & Community Development

John Aron, President & CEO*
The Pasta Shoppe, LLC

Mark Blaze, President & CEO
Greater Nashville Technology Council

Scott Brisson, Executive Director / Site Lead
UBS Nashville

Jamari Brown, Sr Dir Economic & Community Development
Office of Mayor Freddie O’Connell

Alban Cambournac, VP NAM Innovation Hub
Schneider Electric

Sam Davidson, CEO
Nashville Entrepreneur Center

Susan DiChesere, VP of Client Development, Global Solutions
UnitedHealthcare Global

Brent Edwards, Vice President, Business Development
TW Frierson Contractor, Inc.

Randall E. Gibson, CSO & President, Int’l Practice
Gresham Smith

Jason Grafton, Managing Director / MRO Services
Embraer

Jason Hale, General Counsel
Hankook Tire America Corp

Johanna Hoopes, Managing Director, Nashville
TrailRunner International

Scott Imbrosciano, VP, Senior Relationship Manager
Bank of America

Hiro Ito, District Sales Manager
Federal Express Corporation

leff Jirak, Global President & Managing Director
AkzoNobel Powder Coatings

Soojin Kim, Attorney at Law
Frost Brown Todd

Brie Knox, Director
U.S. Department of Commerce

Rusty Miller, Member Representative
HSBC Bank USA

Tom Mitchell, President & CEO
Insequence

Jude Olesh, Account Executive
NTT Data

Consul General Marta Maria Orantes Rodriguez
Consulate General of El Salvador in Nashville

Francois Peltier, Head of Transformation
Nissan

Julian Schmid, Senior VP, Operations, CCS
V. Alexander & Co., Inc.

Craig Sichling, SVP, Chief Commercial Officer
LP Building Products

Eric Thrailkill
HLTH Ambassador / The Global Health Connector

Schyler Turrin, Associate Director of Executive Projects
Vanderbilt University

Dr. Marieta Velikova, Professor of Economics and
Director, Center for Global Citizenship
Belmont University

Consul-General Shinji Watanabe
Consulate General of Japan in Nashville

Danene Winkler, National Director Business Development
Frazier & Deeter

Nancy Youssef, Chief Business Development Officer*
Soles4Souls

* Past Chair

Staff:  Lori Odom
Senior Vice President
Economic Development / International Business
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