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"To be back in a space that presents new music
so warmly and, in the best sense, casually was a gift.” 
— Zachary Woolfe, The New York Times, 12/10/21

Miller Theatre at Columbia University
School of the Arts

continues its 2021-2022

Composer Portraits
with

Matana Roberts
Roberts' challenging, engaging, socially relevant music is heard in

I call america: Sandy Speaks - iteration II
— a multimedia world premiere Miller Theatre commission

performed by twelve improvising musicians including composer Matana Roberts

Featuring
Matana Roberts, composer/performer

Matt Lavelle, bass clarinet and pocket trumpet
Stuart Bogie, tenor saxophone

Geng/King Vision Ultra, wordspeak/sampler

https://mailchi.mp/alebaco/miller-theatre-matana-roberts-composer-portrait?e=[UNIQID]
http://alebaco.com/
http://www.millertheatre.com/
mailto:aleba@alebaco.com
mailto:lrb2113@columbia.edu
http://millertheatre.org/
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LaTasha N. Nevada Diggs, wordspeak/electronics
Tomas Fujiwara, drumset

International Contemporary Ensemble
Joshua Rubin, clarinet

Ryan Muncy, saxophone
Rebekah Heller, bassoon

Katinka Kleijn, cello
Cory Smythe, piano

Nathan Davis, percussion

Ross Karre, video projection technician
Ben Manley, technical director

Caley Monahon-Ward, sound engineer
Nicholas Houfek, lighting designer

Thursday, April 7, 8:00 P.M.
Miller Theatre (2960 Broadway at 116th Street)

Tickets starting at $20; Students with valid ID starting at $10

From Miller Theatre Executive Director Melissa Smey:
"It's always an important occasion to feature a world premiere on the Miller stage,
and to present a major full-evening work is even better. Matana Roberts is an
extraordinary, multi-faceted artist whose career I have followed for many years. I
look forward to sharing this important new commission with audiences."
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Photo by Evan Hunter McKnight

Thursday, April 7, 8 P.M.

Matana Roberts (b. 1975)

LISTEN

Matana Roberts is an American composer, saxophonist, and creative artist. Their work is 
visceral, brilliant, relevant, engaging, and challenging; it defies categorization and focuses 
on sonic experimentation through a multi-faceted, often socially and politically conscious 
lens. Experience the world premiere commission of a new iteration of  I call america: 
Sandy Speaks - iteration II, a multimedia work for twelve improvising musicians written in 
reflection of Sandra Bland—her life and untimely death.

Program:
I call america: Sandy Speaks - iteration II (2019, rev. 2022)  world premiere,
Miller Theatre commission
This work was originally commissioned by the Earle Brown Music Foundation Charitable Trust for 

TIME:SPANS 2019

Artists:
Matana Roberts, composer/performer
Matt Lavelle, bass clarinet and pocket trumpet
Stuart Bogie, tenor saxophone
Geng/King Vision Ultra, wordspeak/sampler

https://www.millertheatre.com/events/matana-roberts
https://matana-roberts.bandcamp.com/album/coin-coin-chapter-four-memphis
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LaTasha N. Nevada Diggs, wordspeak/electronics
Tomas Fujiwara, drumset

International Contemporary Ensemble
Joshua Rubin, clarinet
Ryan Muncy, saxophone
Rebekah Heller, bassoon
Katinka Kleijn, cello
Cory Smythe, piano
Nathan Davis, percussion

Ross Karre, video projection technician
Ben Manley, technical director
Caley Monahon-Ward, sound engineer
Nicholas Houfek, lighting designer

“Miller Theatre’s Composer Portraits series has long been an invaluable new-music series,
offering a carefully curated anthology of works by a single author that allows audiences to

immerse themselves in one compositional voice.”
—The New York Times

Matana Roberts
matanaroberts.com

Matana Roberts is an internationally renowned composer, band leader, saxophonist, sound
experimentalist,  and mixed-media practitioner. Roberts works in many contexts and
mediums, including improvisation, art, dance, poetry, and theater. They made two records
as a core member of the Sticks And Stones quartet in the early 2000s and have gone on to
release a diverse body of solo and ensemble work under their own name. Roberts is
perhaps best known for their acclaimed Coin Coin project, a multi-chapter work of
'panoramic sound quilting' that aims to expose the mystical roots and channel the intuitive
spirit-raising traditions of American creative expression while maintaining a deep and
substantive engagement with narrativity, history, community, and political expression
within improvisatory musical structures. Constellation began documenting the Coin Coin
project in 2011 and has released four of a projected twelve album-length chapters to date.
Coin Coin Chapter Four: Memphis unspools as a continuous work of 21st century
liberation music, oscillating between meditative incantatory explorations, raucous melodic
themes, and unbridled free-improv suites, quoting archly and ecstatically from various folk
traditions along the way. Led by Roberts’ conduction and unique graphic score practice,
their consummate saxophone and clarinet playing, and punctuated by their singing and
speaking various texts generated from their own historical research and diaristic writings,
Coin Coin Chapter Four is a glorious and spellbinding new installment in this projected
twelve-part Gesamtkunstwerk.

https://www.matanaroberts.com/
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COVID POLICIES AND GUIDELINES

Miller Theatre will act to protect the health and safety of all personnel by following
Columbia University, New York State, and New York City guidance and policies. All Miller
Theatre events this season will be 75 minutes or less with no intermission to reduce
congestion in lobby areas. We have added a mobile ticketing option to provide a seamless,
contact-free entry.

In order to return to Miller Theatre, audiences must:

Provide proof of full COVID-19 vaccination along with an accompanying ID
Wear a disposable surgical mask, KN95 or KF94 mask at all times upon entering the
doors of Miller Theatre (disposable surgical masks will be available upon arrival, if
needed)
Stay home if you don't feel well

Read the complete details of Miller's COVID-19 policies.
All ticket buyers must agree to adhere to these policies during the ticket-buying process.

Miller Theatre
millertheatre.com

Miller Theatre at Columbia University is the leading presenter of new music in New York
City and a vital force for innovative programming. In partnership with Columbia University
School of the Arts, Miller is dedicated to producing and presenting unique events, with a
focus on contemporary and early music, jazz, opera, and multimedia performances.
Founded in 1988, Miller Theatre has helped launch the careers of myriad composers and
ensembles over the years, serving as an incubator for emerging artists and a champion of
those not yet well known in the United States. A four-time recipient of the
ASCAP/Chamber Music America Award for Adventurous Programming, Miller Theatre
continues to meet the high expectations set forth by its founders—to present innovative
programs, support the development of new work, and connect creative artists with
adventurous audiences.

Miller Theatre 's 2021-22 Season is supported by the New York State Council on the Arts
with the support of Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature,

and by the Howard Gilman Foundation.
Additional support is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts.

https://www.millertheatre.com/about/news/we-care-about-creating-a-safe-audience-experience
http://www.millertheatre.com/
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Support for contemporary music at Miller Theatre is provided by the Aaron Copland
Fund for Music. Additional support is provided by the Amphion Foundation.

     

Columbia University’s Miller Theatre is located north of the Main Campus Gate
at 116th St. & Broadway on the ground floor of Dodge Hall.

Directions and information are available online at millertheatre.com 
or via the Miller Theatre Box Office, at 212/854-7799.

For further information, press tickets, photos, and to arrange interviews,
please contact Aleba & Co. at 212/206-1450 or aleba@alebaco.com.

For photos, please contact Lauren Bailey Cognetti, lrb2113@columbia.edu
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