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15th Anniversary of the Sainte-Justine Tree of Lights:  

450,000 Lights to Set Ablaze on the Tree by December 8  
 

Montreal, November 27, 2022 — The CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation and its partners, Rythme and 
METRO, are proud to be kicking off the 15th anniversary of the Sainte-Justine Tree of Lights. Starting 
today and until December 8, people across Quebec are invited to spark hope for the children, families and 
teams of Sainte-Justine with a gift of $5 per light. The Sainte-Justine Tree of Lights will grow brighter 
every day as donations roll in. The goal for this 15th edition of the campaign is to make 450,000 lights 
shine on the Tree of Lights. This year also marks the ninth year that METRO is giving Metro and Metro 
Plus customers in Quebec the chance to make a checkout donation to the campaign or give online when 
buying their groceries at Metro.ca. 
 
“Every twinkling beacon of hope will help advance pediatric care at Sainte-Justine. This will have an 
incredible impact on the lives of families, by making it possible to acquire state-of-the-art equipment, 
recruit top professionals and support leading-edge research. Through the chain of caring that forms 
around the Tree of Lights, Sainte-Justine will be in an even better position to ensure the children of 
Quebec have access to one of the best standards of health care in the world,” said Delphine Brodeur, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation.  
 

Le Grand sapin jeunesse de Sainte-Justine 
From November 1 to 27, 2022, students in the schools belonging to the Fédération des établissements 
d'enseignement privés (FEEP) did their part to contribute to the cause as part of the second edition of the 
Sainte-Justine Youth Tree of Lights campaign. As a result of their efforts this year, more than 
140,000 bulbs are already sparkling on the Tree. Inspired by the touching stories of ambassadors Jude-
Alexandre, Léa-Maude, Thomas and Aïssatou, next-generation philanthropists across Quebec have once 
again shown how powerful and community-minded they are. It is now up to the rest of the province to 
build on this momentum and light up the Tree to the very top.  
 

Heartwarming celebrity support  
CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation ambassador Guy A Lepage will be joined by Marie-Eve Janvier and 
Katherine Levac to drum up public support for Sainte-Justine, a cause all three of them care about at a 
personal level. Together, they will reach out to the entire community, across every age group, in the hopes 
of getting even more people to donate to the Tree of Lights. The campaign video shows what a typical day 
is like at Sainte-Justine, with all the victories and setbacks experienced by families with a sick child. For 
them, the Tree of Lights symbolizes the promise of a better tomorrow.  
 

Lighting the way for Rosalie, ambassador for the 15th annual Tree of Lights  
On June 11, 2021, a blood test confirmed that Rosalie had acute lymphoblastic leukemia — the type with 
a very high risk of relapse. She was in for the fight of her life. After six intensive chemotherapy treatments 
and long stays in the hospital, a glimmer of hope emerged. Thanks to her own fortitude, the donor-funded 
research that made it possible to personalize her treatments and her extended family at Sainte-Justine, 
Rosalie is now in remission. Her story shines as an inspiration to all the children who will be spending the 
holidays at Sainte-Justine this year. 
 
“The Tree of Lights was a source of much-needed reassurance while Rosalie was undergoing treatment 
last winter,” said her parents. “It will continue to keep hope alive in our hearts this year: the hope that she 

https://www.metro.ca/epicerie-en-ligne
https://grandsapinjeunesse.fondationstejustine.org/en/
https://www.fondationstejustine.org/en/foundation/blog/sans-honte
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_L-fLNyuHw


 

will stay in remission for another four years, so we’ll be able to celebrate the fact that she’s cured. By 
helping to support the healthcare teams at Sainte-Justine, you are lighting the way for young patients like 
Rosalie. It’s an honour for us to turn the spotlight on the institution that saved her life.”  
 

Sparking hope for families across Quebec  

From the Outaouais to Nunavik, from Abitibi-Témiscamingue to the Côte-Nord, and everywhere in 
between, the Tree of Lights is helping to bring magic, hope and comfort to the entire Sainte-Justine 
community.  
 
The campaign will be publicized through radio, television, outdoor advertising, print and social media 
channels starting November 27, thanks to the amazing collaboration of Médialliance, La Guérilla, 
Rodeo FX, BLVD, Grandé, Philippe Richelet, Roy & Turner and several other generous media partners.  
 
Watch the Campaign Video > 
 
Highlights: 

• Between now and December 8, the Tree of Lights will grow brighter every day as more donations 
are received. It will then continue to light up the night sky in a show of support for the patients, 
families and staff who will be spending the holidays at Sainte-Justine.  

• Every Monday through Thursday at 4:45 p.m., from November 27 to December 8, Rythme 
listeners will be the first to get the latest lighting-up numbers live from the hosts of Y’est 4 h 
quelque part. 

• For Giving Tuesday, if 250,000 lights are shining on the Tree by midnight on November 29, the 
Famille du lait and Équipe Isabelle Naud, courtier immobilier will together pitch in $50,000.  

• For the ninth year in a row, METRO is teaming up with the Sainte-Justine Tree of Lights to enable 
customers to make a checkout donation through any Metro or Metro Plus store in Quebec or 
online at Metro.ca. The funds will be used to help Sainte-Justine carry out its work and support the 
hospital’s Social Services through the METRO Sainte-Justine Family Assistance Fund. 

• All donors are cordially invited to join the Twinkle Club! By sponsoring 10 or more bulbs on the 
Tree at treeoflights.org, Mega Bloks®, a member of the Mattel® family, will contribute 5 extra 
lights, up to a campaign total of $40,000. 

• At Sainte-Justine, donations play a key role in maximizing the quality of patient care and research. 
A veritable army of caregivers and researchers from a broad range of disciplines is on hand to fight 
for children’s health, drawing on their collective cutting-edge expertise.  

 
Links: 

• To watch the campaign video > 
• To make a donation > 
• For more details: treeoflights.org > 
• Social media: #legrandsapin 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_L-fLNyuHw
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About the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation 
The CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation’s mission is to engage the community and support the CHU Sainte-Justine in its pursuit 
of excellence and its commitment to providing children and mothers with one of the highest levels of health care in the world, 
now and in the future. fondationstejustine.org 

 
About CHU Sainte-Justine 
Sainte-Justine University Hospital Centre is the largest mother-child hospital in Canada and the second largest pediatric 
centre in North America. It is a member of Université de Montréal’s extended excellence-in-health network (RUIS). Sainte-
Justine has 5,457 employees, including 1,532 nurses and nursing assistants; 1,000 other healthcare professionals; 
520 physicians, dentists and pharmacists; 822 residents and over 204 researchers; 411 volunteers; and 4,416 interns and 
students in a wide range of disciplines. CHU Sainte-Justine has 484 beds, including 67 at the Marie Enfant Rehabilitation 
Centre (CRME), the only exclusively pediatric rehabilitation centre in Quebec. The World Health Organization has recognized 
CHU Sainte-Justine as a “health promoting hospital.” chusj.org 


