
 

 

 

 

News 

For immediate release 

 

$2,273,410 Raised 

for the 14th Annual Sainte-Justine Tree of Lights Campaign  
New record: 454,682 lights!  

 

Montreal, December 9, 2021 — The CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation wrapped up the 
14th annual Tree of Lights campaign deeply appreciative to the public and long-time 
partners Rythme and METRO. During the final lighting-up ceremony on Thursday, 
December 9, at 6:30 p.m., 454,682 beacons of hope glistened brightly on the branches of 
the Tree of Lights, thanks to the generous contributions of people from across Quebec. And 
donations are still pouring in. These sensational results were unveiled on air by the hosts of 
Rythme’s drive-home program, Y’est 4 h quelque part. 
 

“Quebecers were more generous than ever in giving to the 14th annual Tree of Lights 
campaign,” proudly stated Maud Cohen, President and CEO of the CHU Sainte-Justine 
Foundation. “Every year, we here at the Foundation are extremely touched by the caring 
and kindness our community shows to the children and mothers-to-be of Sainte-Justine. 
With the help of our amazing donors and partners, we raised a record $2,273,410 to 
empower Sainte-Justine to achieve its greatest ambitions. Thank you to all those who 
sponsored lights on the Tree and are warming the hearts of families at Sainte-Justine and 
throughout the province.” 
 
The original idea for the Sainte-Justine Tree of Lights came from our partners at Rythme in 
2007. The energy and enthusiasm of their on-air hosts in supporting the campaign for the 
past 14 years has been extraordinary, as have their passion and commitment to the cause. 
“The Tree of Lights is important to everyone here at Rythme and to our audiences,” said 
Marc Thibault, General Manager and Programming Director at Rythme 105.7. “Year after 
year, everyone gets really into it and pulls out all the stops to make the campaign a success. 
We are glad to be doing our part to help revolutionize pediatric medicine and put a twinkle 
in the eye of the children at Sainte-Justine.” 
 
“At METRO, we care deeply about nourishing the health and well-being of our communities. 
We are proud to have been the main partner of the Tree of Lights campaign for eight years 
running. The commitment of our staff and the generosity of our customers in Metro grocery 
stores across Quebec are the reason we could light up more than 40,000 lights on the Tree 
this year,” said Marie-Claude Bacon, Vice President, Public Affairs and Communications, 
METRO Inc. “It’s an honour and a privilege for us to step up for Sainte-Justine and provide 
ongoing support to the hospital’s Social Services through the METRO Sainte-Justine Family 
Assistance Fund.”  
 



 

 

 

The Foundation’s heartfelt thanks also go out to the campaign’s ambassador families and 
their children, Juliette, Maddison, Loïc, Milan, Emy, Lyam and Brittany, who agreed to share 
their touching stories with the community. Many Sainte-Justine staff members also kindly 
contributed to making this 14th annual event an unprecedented success.  
 

Our brilliant partners  
The CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation extends its sincere thanks to Rythme, the official 
broadcaster of the Tree of Lights since year one, and METRO, the main campaign partner 
for the past eight years. A debt of gratitude is also owed to MEGA BLOKS® — a member of 
the Mattel® family, Québec Blue Cross, Habitations Atlas, altona Diagnostics, Cogeco 
Media, Hilo by Hydro-Québec and Manulift, each of which contributed in their own way to 
this year’s record-breaking results. Plus, a special word of appreciation is extended to 
Dr. Chloé Sylvestre and her family for lighting up the Tree of Lights topper this year. 
 

Let’s continue to spark hope until December 31  
The Tree of Lights will illuminate the night sky for the children and families of Sainte-Justine 
throughout the holiday season. You can bring them even more comfort and joy by adding 
your lights to the Tree at treeoflights.org. 
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About the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation 
The CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation’s mission is to engage the community and support the CHU Sainte-Justine in 
its pursuit of excellence and its commitment to providing children and mothers with one of the highest levels of 
health care in the world, now and in the future. fondationstejustine.org 

 
About CHU Sainte-Justine 
Sainte-Justine University Hospital Centre is the largest mother-child hospital in Canada and the second largest 
pediatric centre in North America. It is a member of Université de Montréal’s extended excellence-in-health 
network (RUIS). Sainte-Justine has 5,457 employees, including 1,532 nurses and nursing assistants; 1,000 other 
healthcare professionals; 520 physicians, dentists and pharmacists; 822 residents and over 204 researchers; 
411 volunteers; and 4,416 interns and students in a wide range of disciplines. CHU Sainte-Justine has 484 beds, 
including 67 at the Marie Enfant Rehabilitation Centre (CRME), the only exclusively pediatric rehabilitation centre 
in Quebec. The World Health Organization has recognized CHU Sainte-Justine as a “health promoting 
hospital.” chusj.org 
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