
 

 

 

 

 

Press release  

 
Sainte-Justine Private Schools Youth Challenge crew 

kick off the 2017 campaign  
 

Montreal, May 3, 2017 – The Sainte-Justine Private Schools Youth Challenge crew is about to kick off the 
2017 campaign with visits to 20 private schools. The day-long event will see Olympic athletes and Youth 
Challenge spokespersons Chloé, Justine and Maxime Dufour-Lapointe; VRAK stars Valérie Roberts, 
Catherine Brunet, Félix-Antoine Tremblay and Kevin Raphaël; and YouTubers Massi Mahiou, Gab 
Joncas and Gloria-Bella Brisson make their way through Greater Montreal to meet the students who are 
taking part in the Challenge.  

Divided into three buses, the crew will bring a palpable sense of energy and excitement to each of the schools 
they pull into. “As the Youth Challenge spokespersons, we’re thrilled to be meeting the event participants in 
person!” said Chloé, Justine and Maxime Dufour-Lapointe. “They’re making an enormous and very real 
difference by giving back to Sainte-Justine. We’ve seen the results with our own eyes. By going to their 
schools to say thank you and get them pumped up, we hope to give them extra incentive to keep up the great 
work.” 

A total of 15 private schools took part in this year’s Youth Challenge in the fall. Another 35 plan to follow in 
their footsteps this spring. Together, these students will contribute toward the goal of raising $5 million in 
support of the CHU Sainte-Justine Centre of Excellence in Trauma Care. “Our Youth Challenge participants 
will not only be making their mark on the philanthropic community, but they will also have an impact on how we 
look after our patients at Sainte-Justine. The Youth Challenge plays an integral role in our care. The 
equipment we have acquired through this unprecedented wave of support has had an influence on the 
outcomes for young trauma victims like Antoine and Olivier, who were in a serious boating accident,” said 
Dr. Marianne Beaudin, a pediatric surgeon and Sainte-Justine’s chief of traumatology services.  

On July 5, 2014, a dream outing for Antoine Bombardier and Olivier Leblanc quickly turned into a nightmare 
when the boat carrying the two 13-year-olds collided with another vessel. For Antoine, who suffered severe 
head trauma and a lacerated ear, the accident was followed by an 11-day hospital stay and several months’ 
recovery time, thankfully with no lasting effects. As for Olivier, he underwent a six-hour operation to reconstruct 
the left half of his face and repair injuries that extended from his temple to his jaw. “Both cases benefited from 
access to mobile medical imaging, ultrasound technology and smart beds, all of which were acquired through 
the proceeds of this event,” said Dr. Beaudin. “Olivier, who attends Collège Durocher, was already a 
participant in the Youth Challenge. So he actually helped purchase the equipment that was used in his own 
care. In terms of concrete impacts, it’s an example that’s hard to beat.” 

Their story is a source of inspiration and motivation for everyone taking part in the Sainte-Justine Private 
Schools Youth Challenge. Lucia Varela Tinetto, a student at Collège Notre-Dame, agrees: “Hearing about 
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what happened to Antoine and Olivier shows us how important it is to get involved and how every little bit 
counts. With the crew here at our school, we are determined to do our part for Sainte-Justine and young 
trauma victims, and we are more driven than ever to take the 2017 Youth Challenge!”  
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About the Sainte-Justine Private Schools Youth Challenge 
The Sainte-Justine Private Schools Youth Challenge is the largest single show of support for the children of 
Sainte-Justine. Bringing together nearly 40,000 primary and secondary students dedicated to taking this 
fitness and charity challenge, the movement aims to raise $5 million in support of the CHU Sainte-Justine 
Centre of Excellence in Trauma Care. Now in its eighth year, the Youth Challenge has brought in over 
$3 million to date. Although the official campaign runs from May 3 to June 3, 2017, the Youth Challenge is 
active throughout the school year. defisj.org 
 
 

About the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation 
The mission of the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation is to engage the community and support CHU Sainte-
Justine in its pursuit of excellence and its commitment to providing the children and mothers of today and 
tomorrow with one of the highest levels of healthcare in the world. fondationsaintejustine.org 

Source: CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation 
 
Please address all enquiries and interview requests to Geneviève Clément Communications: 
514-609-5444 
gc@genevieveclement.com 
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