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WOMEN & THE LAW 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

Wednesday, September 2, 2009, 12:30 p.m. 

Marks, O’Neill, O’Brien & Courtney, P.C. 

913 N. Market Street, Suite 800, Wilmington, DE 

 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Kara Swasey, Vanessa Tiradentes, Maria Paris Newill, Megan 

Mantzavinos, Christie DiGuglielmo, Betsy McGeever, Paulette Sullivan Moore, Laina M. 

Herbert, Suzanne I. Seubert, Pam Meitner. 

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

 A motion was made to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2009 meeting with changes.  

The motion was seconded and carried with 9 members in attendance in favor of the motion.  

Kara Swasey abstained because she did not attend the April meeting.  A motion was made to 

approve the minutes of the May 20, 2009 meeting with changes.  The motion was seconded and 

carried with 9 members in attendance in favor of the motion.  Kara Swezey abstained from the 

vote because she did not attend the May meeting.   

 

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

 Roxana C. Arsht Fellowship and Silent Auction Committee:  Laina Herbert asked for 

volunteers to help set up on the day of the auction.  It was discussed that an e-mail via Listserv 

will be sent to the Section members asking for donations. 

 

 Legislative Committee:   Paulette Sullivan Moore reported that S.B. 84 passed and was 

signed.  The Section agreed to call a special meeting to decide whether it would support the 

revamping of the Victim’s Compensation Assistance Program.  The bill was passed and signed.  

Paulette Sullivan Moore will give a report on the program at October’s Section meeting. 

 

III. DIRECTORY UPDATE:  Christine DiGuglielmo asked the Section for suggestions 

regarding publishing the Section directory.  The Section discussed posting the directory on the 

DSBA’s website with a password so that it can only be accessed by persons with the password.  

A motion was made to put the directory on the DSBA’s website with a password and send an 

email to section members with the password.  The motion was seconded and carried by 

unanimous vote. 

 

IV. 2010 RETREAT:  Pam Meitner, Mindy Clifton and Christine DiGuglielmo have 

volunteered to plan the 2010 Retreat.  This group was going to follow up with Judge Rocanelli 

and Shaku Bhaya to determine if they are interested in helping to plan the retreat.  A chair of this 

committee has not been selected.  Maria Paris Newill received, The Little Black Book:  a 

Lawyer's Guide to Creating a Marketing Habit in 21 Days, by Paula Black. The Section 

discussed whether this was a potential topic for the retreat.  The speaker at the 2009 Retreat 
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recommended Lanize Zuptko.  Laina Herbert reported that she contacted Jayla Boire, at Mindy 

Clifton’s request, and Ms. Boire is interested in speaking at the 2010 Retreat. 

 

V. GRACE COTTAGE:  Megan Mantzavinos reported that she had not been contacted by 

Judge Kroll’s office regarding the Grace Cottage visits.  The visits have typically occurred every 

third Thursday of the month.  Suzanne Seubert and Paulette Sullivan Moore discussed their 

experiences at Grace Cottage.  The group discussed ways to involve other women’s groups with 

Grace Cottage.  A suggestion was made to ask the New Lawyer’s Section to participate in the 

visits.  Paulette Sullivan Moore suggested inviting Denise Bray to a Section meeting to discuss 

the needs at Grace Cottage.  The Section discussed its painting project to be held at Grace 

Cottage on October 17, 2009.  Christine Demsey will be leading the project.  A motion was made 

to continue supporting the Grace Cottage program.  The motion was seconded and carried by 

unanimous vote. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS:  Suzanne Seubert asked for an update regarding the awards and Betsy 

McGeever reported that the DSBA Awards Committee had scheduled a meeting in September to 

consider the Section’s nominations.  The awards luncheon will be held on December 8, 2009.   

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS.   

 

 A. Paulette Sullivan Moore discussed a program whereby students from Villanova 

provide legal services to immigrants through this program.  She was contacted about expanding 

this program into Delaware.  Maria Paris Newill suggested that Paulette talk to Vivian 

Rapposelli. Pam Meitner suggested that Paulette talk to Chris White at Legal Aid.  Pam Meitner 

offered to discuss this with Widener. 

 

 B. 29
th

 Annual Hall of Fame of Delaware Women.  Maria Paris Newill asked if 

the Section wanted to nominate someone for the award.  Betsy McGeever proposed a nominee 

and offered to submit the nomination.  A motion was made to accept the nominee Betsy 

proposed.  It was seconded and carried unanimously. 

 

 C. Committees.  Megan Mantzavinos reported that the Section needs to review its 

committees, dissolve the defunct ones and develop new standing committees as appropriate.  

 

 The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:55 p.m. 
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