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WOMEN & THE LAW SECTION 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2009, 12:30 P.M. 

GREENBERG TRAURIG 

1007 N. ORANGE STREET, SUITE 1200, WILMINGTON 

IN ATTENDANCE: Maria Paris Newill, Laina Herbert, Betsy McGeever, Mindy Clifton, Christie 

DiGuglielmo, Nancy Stanford, Ayesha Chacko, Pam Meitner, Paulette Sullivan Moore  

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the January, 2009 meeting were approved 

unanimously, with changes to the nomination of officers section.   

II. GOVERNOR’S CHILDCARE AWARDS: Mindy Clifton reported that our liaison at Family 

and Workplace connection is leaving her post.  Motion to discontinue this project was 

unanimously approved.   

III. ARSHT FELLOWSHIP – Laina Herbert reported that the silent auction event will take place 

on November 19, 2009.  Donations of all kinds will be accepted.   

IV. TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE – Ayesha Chacko reported the purpose of the monthly 

meetings is to discuss technology related issues of each section of the bar association.  The 

DSBA may implement some form of social networking site, to encourage communication 

between members.  

V. GRACE COTTAGE – The Section’s idea to paint the inside of the Grace Cottage was 

approved by Vivian Rapposelli.  The Section will take steps to schedule time to begin this 

project.   

VI. LEGISLATIVE LUNCH- Paulette Sullivan Moore thanks everyone for their support and 

attendance of this event.  There was an interest in revising legislation to change the definition 

of adoptive parents, allowing for more focus on the best interests of the child in maintaining a 

relationship with the parent.  This stems from the Delaware Supreme Court’s recent decision 

that a person must have legal parental status to seek custody of a child.    

VII. 2009 RETREAT – Thank you to the committee for organizing this event.  The event was a 

great success.     

VIII. W & L DIRECTORY UPDATE – suggestions on formatting and loading the directory onto the 

web site are welcome.   

IX. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – the proposed slate of officers was approved unanimously: The 

new officers include: Chair: Megan Mantzavinos; Vice Chair: Laina Herbert; Secretary: 

Ayesha Chacko.   

X. W & L PICNIC REPORT – the picnic will be held in June 2009.  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS  

a. Women’s Leadership Award – Suzanne Seubert reported that the deadline to submit 

nominations to Maria Paris Newill is May 1, 2009.  

b. Thank you to Maria Paris Newill for her service to the Section.   
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WOMEN & THE LAW SECTION 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2009, 12:30 P.M. 

GREENBERG TRAURIG  

1007 N. ORANGE STREET, SUITE 1200, WILMINGTON 
 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Christie DiGuglielmo, Pam Meitner, Jessica Zeldin, 

Colleen Pulkrabek, Karen Jacobs Louden, Victoria Counihan, Ayesha Chacko, Maria 

Paris Newill, Megan Mantzavinos 

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the March 4, 2009 meeting 

were approved unanimously. 

 

II COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

 Technology.  Ayesha Chacko reported that the Bar Association is working on 

setting up blogs which would be linked to the DSBA website.  Each section will have a 

blog. 

 

III. LAW DAY LUNCHEON:  Maria Newill reported that the Law Day Luncheon is 

scheduled to take place at the same time as the May Section meeting.  It was noted that 

many section members plan to attend the Luncheon; however, there is business that needs 

to be covered in May, so it will not be practicable to allow the luncheon to stand in lieu of 

a meeting.  A motion to move the next meeting to a date and time later in May was made, 

seconded and carried unanimously.  The new date and time will be announced by e-mail. 

 

IV. WIDENER UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW FUNDING REQUEST:  
Maria Newill reported that Widener Law School has approached the Section requesting 

$2,500 to support the Jurist Academy.  It is unknown how much money is left in the 

Sections treasury.  It was suggested that we defer decision until the end of the year to see 

how much money is left over.  It was also noted that it is not clear that the request is in 

line with the Sections’s mission. 

 A motion was made to decline sponsorship of Widener’s Jurist Academy.  The 

motion was seconded and carried by unanimous vote. 

 

V. RETREAT: A call for volunteers to plan the 2010 Retreat was made.  Mindy 

Clifton, Karen Jacobs Louden, Pam Meitner, Dawn Jones, Fon Walker and Christie 

DiGuglielmo volunteered. 

 The speaker at this year’s retreat recommended another speaker for the next 

retreat:  Lanize Zuptko.  

 

VI. DIRECTORY: Victoria Watson reported that the directory is in the process 

of being typed. 

 

VII. PICNIC: June 17, 5:30 p.m. 
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VIII. ROXANA CANNON ARSHT FELLOWSHIP: Laina Herbert reported that 

she has begin collecting donations for the Silent Auction.  It was suggested that we 

emphasize 100% participation for donations. 

 

IX. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS: None. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:20 p.m. 
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