
WOMEN & THE LAW SECTION
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2007, 12:30 - 1:30 P.M.

GREENBERG TRAURIG OFFICES, WILMINGTON, DE

IN ATTENDANCE: Betsy McGeever, Stephanie Symons, Laina Herbert, Pam Meitner, Dawn 
Jones, D. Fon Muttamara-Walker, Maria Paris Newill, Megan Mantzavinos, Debbie Gottschalk

I.  APPROVAL OF MAY MINUTES: The minutes of the May 2, 2007 and May 31, 2007 
Meetings were approved unanimously, with two typographical corrections to the May 31 
minutes.

II.  CHILDCARE AWARDS: Invitations for the awards dinner were circulated last week.  
The committee also met last week.  They are generally satisfied with the quantity and quality of 
the nominees, although there are still too few nominees from Kent and Sussex Counties.  The 
possibility of having a Downstate award, covering both counties, was discussed.  Claire 
DeMatteis is handling fundraising, and is soliciting individual, as well as corporate, donors.
 

III. WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP AWARD: The award is being given to Judge Johnston, who 
was nominated by this section.  The awards luncheon will be held on October 24 or 25.

IV.  SUBCOMMITTEES: Existing subcommittees include Childcare; Legislative; Awards; 
Technology; Arsht Fellowship; Retreat; and the Incarceration Committee (now defunct, as it was 
created to support the opening of the women’s Level IV facility).  Maria would like to confirm 
that leadership is in place for each of the active subcommittees, and to have each of them meet 
during the month to plan their activities for the year.  Debbie Gottschalk gave an overview of the 
Legislative Subcommittee.  Its main activities are monitoring state legislation and planning the 
Annual Legislator’s Lunch.  The committee consists of about 5 or 6 members, and tends not be 
be very active in the fall.  Patty Schwartz has already begun to plan the retreat.

V.  GRACE COTTAGE: Maria Newill reported that Judge Crowell has contacted her about 
continuing visits to and sponsorship of Grace Cottage.  In the past, the Section’s support of 
Grace Cottage has cost about $150 for the entire year.  A motion to continue such support was 
made, seconded, and carried unanimously.

VI.  “GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT”: Patty Schwartz has offered to host for November 7.  As we have 
done most years in the past, the event will be potluck, with each attendee bringing either a side 
dish or a dessert, and a donation for the Arsht Fellowship Silent Auction.  This year, the 
requested donation is gift cards to be assembled into a door prize for the Silent Auction.

VII.  ARSHT FELLOWSHIP & SILENT AUCTION: The Arsht Fellowship Silent Auction 
will be held this year on November 15.  The Fellowship this year is $8,000.

VIII.  LEGISLATORS’ LUNCH: The Legislators’ Lunch is being planned for February 6, 
2008.
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IX.  RETREAT: This year’s Retreat is being planned for February 29-March 1, 2008.  Patty 
Schwartz has been doing the planning.  For the first time, there may be Retreat events planned 
for the daytime on Friday, e.g. focus groups and stress management workshops.  No word yet on 
what the CLE topic will be.

X.  RECRUITMENT: Discussion focused on coming up with new ideas for membership 
drives: the cocktail party we have done in the past for new admittees has never been very 
successful.  The section will be mentioned at the annual conference for new admittees.  Some 
type of downstate outreach was also suggested.

XI.  DIRECTORY UPDATE: There will be an effort this year to update the Section Directory, 
as the current one is over 10 years old.  Victoria Watson will be working on the Directory.  
Additional volunteers are needed.
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