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WOMEN & THE LAW SECTION
MINUTES OF MEETING

AUGUST 31, 2005, 12:30 P.M.
GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP, WILMINGTON, DE

IN ATTENDANCE: Mindy Clifton, Lydia Swann Cox, Maria Paris Newill, Jill DiSciullo, Debbie
Gottschalk, Kathaleen McCormick, Susanna McDonald, Dana Spring, Sheriden Black, Jacqueline
Powell, Suzanne Seubert, and Megan Mantzavinos

I. APPROVAL OF APRIL 2005 AND MAY 2005 MINUTES.

The minutes of the April and May 2005 meetings were unanimously approved (M. Newill
moved; S. Seubert Seconded).

II. LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE - Debbie Gottschalk reported.

The Subcommittee currently consists of two members, but they are always looking for
more.

The Subcommittee monitors legislation of interest of the Section, and hosts the Section’s
annual meeting with State Legislators.  This year’s meeting is expected to be held in February.
Neither the Subcommittee nor the Section takes a position on many issues due to constraints
imposed by DSBA. A notable exception to this is the Section’s endorsement last year of H.B.36.
In addition, the Subcommittee helped draft the most recent amendments to H.B.36.  The Bill
passed in the house last year, but was still in committee in the Senate as of the end of the last
legislative session.

An item of interest for the Subcommittee this year is a possible amendment to the
Landlord - Tenant Code to permit victims of domestic violence to get out of a lease early (the
Landlord-Tenant Code currently permits tenants in certain specified circumstances to break their
leases).  The proposed legislation does not have a sponsor yet, although a number of agencies,
including the Delaware Coalition Against Domestic Violence, are interested in it.  The question
was raised whether the Section would be interested in taking the lead in finding a sponsor for and
pursuing the legislation.  This will be on the agenda at the October meeting.

III. SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEMALE INCARCERATION: Suzanne Seubert reported.

Following the press conference held at the (unopened) Women’s Level 4 facility last May,
the Governor put together an effort to get the facility opened. An opening ceremony is scheduled
for a Saturday in late September or early October.

The main project of the Subcommittee recently was opening the Level 4 facility.  The
Subcommittee’s other projects include monthly visits with the girls at the New Castle County
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Detention Center. Also, the Subcommittee’s efforts were instrumental in getting Grace Cottage
re-opened.

Lydia Cox raised the issue of the e-mail which was distributed in ListServ last week
regarding disparate DUI sectences for men and women.  The issue is being investigated by the
attorney general’s office. Presently, it is believed to be a DOC problem.

A Second DUI conviction carries a mandatory 60-day prison sentence. Women uniformly
serve the entire 60 days, but men serve only 7 days, with the remainder under house arrest. It is
persently believed that the reason for this is that there is no room in the men’s facilities to keep
the DUI offenders for more than 7 days, but there is room in the women’s facility to keep them
for the entire 60 days. It is noted that, regardless, the treatment is very obviously disparate.

The matter was referred to the Subcommittee on Female Incarceration for further
handling.

IV. GOVERNOR’S AWARDS FOR CHILDCARE SUBCOMMITTEE - Mindy Clifton
reported that the Section is a longtime supporter of the awards, but that this is the first year we
have taken an active roll in the awards.  The awards dinner is on September 22, at the Sheraton in
Dover.  There will be several exhibition tables geared toward the childcare providers in attendance
and four or five volunteers from the Section are needed to staff the tables, and to help distribute
the awards.

V. ROXANA ARSHT SCHOLARSHIP SILENT AUCTION - Mindy Clifton reported

The auction will be held on November 17th at the Hotel DuPont. Patty Schwartz is
coordinatng the event and needs about 20 volunteers at the Silent Auction tables. She is also still
look for donations.

The award is a fellowship to subsidize the income of a new attorney who is working in or
wants to accept work in the public sector.  The recipient must be no more than three years out of
law school.

VI. LADIES’ NIGHT OUT

The Section’s annual “Ladies’ Night Out” will be held at Patty Schwartz’s house at 6:00
on November 2. Patty will coordinate the potluck: once you RSVP, she will tell you what to
bring.

VII. OTHER BUSINESS - Mindy Clifton

A. Reorganization of Subcommittees - The Sections subcommittees currently include
Awards, the Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Childcare, the Subcommittee on Female
Incarceration, the Legislative Subcommittee, the Delaware Human Rights Subcommittee, and the
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Technology Subcommittee. Sign-up sheets for each Subcommittee were passed around.

The Section needs a new representative to the DSBA’s Technology Committee. Susanna
McDonald volunteered to be the Section’s Technology Representative.

The Technology Committee was charged with coordinating a Section Directory, to be
located on the Section’s webpage.

A new Subcommittee was established, called the Recruitment Subcommittee, with Jill
DiScuillo as chair.

B. Annual Retreat - The Retreat is expected to be scheduled for March or April of 2006.
Patty Schwartz will handle the CLE, a program designed for Enhanced Ethics credits.

We will still need a committee for Friday night activities.  This will be formed closer to the
event.

C. Morgan Stanley Information - Susan Haggerty of Morgan Stanley has approached the
Section to determine whether we would be interested in a short presentation on financial planning.
It was determined that there was interest in a presentation. It will be scheduled for March or
April (whichever month we do not schedule the Retreat).  The possibility of approaching Ms.
Haggerty about a money management program for the girls at the detention center was raised.

D. Judicial Openings - Suzanne Seubert noted that he Awards Subcommittee started out
as a Nomination Committee to help attract attention to women candidates for judicial openings.
Currently, there is one opening in Superior Court, and two or three in Family Court.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:15 p.m.
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