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The Met is a 66-storey, 230-metre-tall residential high-rise in central Bangkok, 
a city that has one of the fastest rates in the world for erecting high-rise 
buildings. Almost none of these are designed for natural ventilation and most 
are sealed, glazed, curtain-wall towers emulating cold-climate models,  
with little differentiation between commercial or residential typologies and  
no interchange between outside and in.

The design of the Met, instead, aimed to address the issue of high-rise,  
high-density living in the tropics, where there is year-round light wind, constant 
warm temperatures and high humidity, by adapting the local vernacular and 
passive strategies of traditional low-rise timber houses for living in the sky. 
The skyscraper is comprised of 370 stacked apartments of 2, 3, 4 bedrooms 
and penthouse layout types in three main towers or six interconnected smaller 
towers arranged in a staggered block configuration on top of a 9-storey  
car-parking podium. The towers can “breathe” as the core has been “pulled 
apart” to establish a one-apartment-deep solution so that light and air  
reach every side. The core is a series of vast vertical voids that occupy the  
full height of the building and transform the spaces in between the staggered 
towers into breezeways: consequently wind swirls through the structure,  
natural ventilation is constant, each of the blocks is shaded by the other and 
there is no need for air conditioning.

Sky bridges accommodating private terraces, outdoor living areas, high-rise 
gardens and pools, and a communal 50-metre-long swimming pool, library, 
gym, spa and other facilities link the towers horizontally every six storeys and 
act as structural bracing. Vertically, the reinforced-concrete columns are  
set on a 4.5-metre grid, making up 9-metre-wide modules that are appropriate 
for all the various functions – apartments, recreational facilities and car  
parking. The columns extend on the exterior providing shade and creating 
protected indoor-outdoor spaces for balconies and terraces, emphasising the 
slender massing of the structure, especially when lit up at night.

Contemporary interpretations of traditional Thai elements on the facades also 
relate the building to the city and its context: for example, randomly placed 
mirrored stainless-steel pleated panels recall the sparkling mirrors of Thai 
temples; cladding recalls Thai temple tiles; and the staggered balconies recall 
traditional timber panelling on Thai houses or Thai textiles. The Met is already 
a trendsetter in high-rise residential development in Thailand and South- 
East Asia as a whole.
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cLient
Pebble Bay Thailand Company, Bangkok, 
Thailand

Architect
WOHA Architects, Singapore:
Wong Mun Summ, Richard Hassell, founding 
directors
Sim Choon Heok, Punpong Wiwatkul, 
Puiphai Khunawat, Alina Yeo, Techit Romraruk, 
Jose Nixon Sicat, Cheah Boon Kwan, 
Carina Tang, Gerry Richardson, Janita Han, 
project team

AssociAted Architect
Tandem Architects 2001, Bangkok, Thailand

structurAL engineer
Worley Parsons, Bangkok, Thailand

MechAnicAL And eLectricAL engineer
Lincolne Scott Ng, Singapore

QuAntity surVeyor
KPK Quantity Surveyors, Singapore

LAndscAPe Architect
Cicada, Singapore

enVironMentAL iMPAct AssessMent 
consuLtAnt
ERM, Siam, Bangkok, Thailand

contrActor
Bouygues Thai, Bangkok, Thailand

Project dAtA
Site area: 11,361 m2

Total combined floor area: 124,885 m2

Cost: 132,000,000 USD
Commission: August 2003
Design: March 2004
Construction: August 2005
Completion: December 2009

wohA
The architecture of WOHA, founded by Wong 
Mun Summ and Richard Hassell in 1994, is 
notable for its constant evolution and innov-
ation. A profound awareness of local context 
and tradition is intertwined with an ongoing 
exploration of contemporary architectural 
form-making, sustainable ideas and urban 
typologies for the tropics, thus creating 
a unique fusion of practicality and invention. 
WOHA has won an unprecedented amount 
of architectural awards for a South-East Asian 
practice, such as the 2010 International 
Highrise Award and the 2011 RIBA Lubetkin 
Prize. In 2007, it received the Aga Khan 
Award for Architecture for the Moulmein Rise 
Residential Building. The practice currently 
has projects under construction in Singapore, 
India, China, Thailand and Indonesia. A travelling 
exhibition, entitled “Breathing Architecture”, 
devoted exclusively to their work, opened 
at the Deutsches Architekturmuseum, Germany, 
in December 2011, and two substantial 
monographs – WOHA: The Architecture of 
WOHA and WOHA: Selected Projects Vol. 1 – 
have already been published.

website
www.woha.net
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