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KHWAJA PARSA: PUBLIC PARK, ACCESS & SERVICES

The rehabilitation of the landscaping surrounding the park and at the centre of 
Balkh focused on providing safe access and improved services and facilities 
for the public. In order to facilitate better access to the park new pathways and 
stairs were laid using brick masonry and, where appropriate, existing pathways 
were improved and made ready for use by large numbers of people. Laborers 
cleared debris from the site, leveled and graded the earth by hand, before lay-
ing 12,000 square meters of brick pathways using lime-mortar base and over 
780,000 locally produced bricks. In warmer months, weekly markets selling food, 
spices, and used trinkets are located within the park and this itinerant commer-
cial use of the site required the upgrading and paving of dedicated areas within 
the park, allocating fixed hard-surfaces for use by large numbers of people in 
order to avoid damage to trees and plants. The area around the remains of the 
Subhan Qoli madrassa gate was paved and the once neglected monument was 
transformed as the main gateway into the park. 

The natural landscape was enhanced through the removal of 800m3 of and the 
clearing of silt deposits from 2000 linear-meters of surface channels, improving 
the existing gravity-fed irrigation system distributing water to trees, plants and 
bushes. As part of the landscaping works, more than 700 invasive species of 
plants and trees were removed and the site was replanted with more than 1200 
trees and flowers consisting of indigenous species widely available in the local 
nurseries such as cypresses, plane trees and roses. A small on-site nursery was 
established in order to propagate the planting of additional trees in the future. 

The upgrading and improvement of more than 580 linear-meters of walling at 
the perimeter of the garden, which included the construction of structural brick 
piers and the fabrication of metal railings greatly improved the overall security 
of the site, making it possible to use the park in the evenings in the future. 
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KHWAJA PARSA: PUBLIC PARK, PLANTING 

More than 600 linear meters of drains were upgraded outside the garden using 
reinforced concrete and 15 linear-meters of additional drains were newly con-
structed. Mechanical irrigation and public facilities were improved with the con-
struction of two 65m-deep wells for potable and irrigation water. In total more 
than 400 linear meters of underground water pipes were laid in order to extend 
water from the deep wells to six zones within the park, making the irrigation of 
large turfed areas and plant clusters more efficient resulting is less water loss 
from ground absorption and evaporation in surface channels.

Provisions were made for the installation of more than 150 lighting fixtures, re-
quiring the laying of 1200m of electrical cables, improving security and enabling 
the public to access the park for additional hours. Lights installed near historic 
monuments also enable the public to safely access the new mosque and the 
Shrine. In order to meet visitor requirements, existing toilet and ablutions facili-
ties were upgraded and linked to the parks existing circulation network through 
the construction of new pathways. 
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KHWAJA PARSA PARK: MAUSOLEUM OF RABIA BALKHI

Rabia Balkhi was the first recorded woman poet to compose verses in the Per-
sian language. A scion of the ruling family in Balkh, she fell in love with a slave 
in her household. When her brother discovered news of the ill fated lovers, he 
had the slave imprisoned and ordered that his sister be killed. Rabia’s last com-
position was said to have been written in her own blood on the walls of the ham-
mam where she was imprisoned. She is a revered personality in Afghanistan 
and the region and her story has inspired many poets including Reza Hedayat 
who composed his Baktashnama in her memory. 

The site of Rabia Balkhi’s grave is believed to within the Khawaja Parsa park, 
contained under a half submersed square tomb adjacent to the Shrine. A con-
crete structure that was in an ill state of repair was build above her grave in 
the 1970’s. As part of the conservation project, the concrete shell covering her 
grave was carefully dismantled and replaced with a light-weight traditional brick 
masonry structure. Access to the grave, which continues to be a site of pilgrim-
age for women, was also improved as part of the works.

     MAUSOLEUM OF RABIA BALKHI


