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ituated in Jil’ad Al Salt, the Halaweh
farmhouse, designed by Abdel
Rahman Kaloti and Saja Nashashibi
of Paradigm Design House, exhibits a
modern, minimal and environmentally
friendly building that is in harmony with its
natural topography. The engaging design is a
modern interpretation of the unique relationships
that are at the heart of a minimal design. Rich in
its connection with the elements, the topography
and even existing trees, the farmhouse derives its

HOME MARCH 2013

61

SPACES

inspiration from the secluded site, resulting in a
composition that is casual, informal and tranquil.
The driving theme of the Halaweh farmhouse
is the harmony it shares with the site. Acting as
one composition, the house, outdoor pool and
terraces reveal a composed harmony. The facades
borrow stone cut from the site itself, theatrically
blending into the natural and unique fabric while
developing an environmental friendly trend.
Plastered concrete is employed, its colors blending

62

MARCH 2013 HOME

HOME MARCH 2013

63

SPACES

with the surrounding nature. Interestingly, the
clear-cut smooth textures create surfaces of
attraction against the naturally rough concrete.
Confined, yet equally transparent, another
interesting dynamic of the home is its orientation.
Based on the site forces, views, adjacent streets
and the surrounding trees, the home clearly
shares a direct connection with nature. Despite
a transparency that is apparent throughout the
site itself, the view towards the home is obstructed
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from the street level. The home’s elevation is due
to a decision of how the space should be perceived
and the confinements pertaining to the visual and
physical presence of guests in the house.
The design illustrates oversized windows that
capture and frame the surrounding views,
welcoming them into the serene interior. The
entrance of the home is confined before it enjoys
the spacious open-plan layout of the interior
embraced with its framing views. The layout

expresses a spatial relationship that is simple and
direct. Distributed on an uncomplicated diagram,
the public and private spaces were distributed
primarily according to the accessibility factor,
unlike that of a traditional home.
For the client, a doctor whose busy and formal
life encouraged him to opt for a more relaxing
and informal retreat away from the hustle and
bustle of Amman, the house is his sanctuary.
According to the architects, the home reveals a
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series of interesting juxtapositions that include
the formality of the owner’s life versus the
informality in design, the meticulousness of the
client’s profession versus the natural randomness
of the site and what it grants the house, and city
life versus the country lifestyle. The different
materials used, such as glass, stone and concrete,
also individually speak a different language,
yet together harmoniously blend with the soft
surrounding environment.
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