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Programme The Museum is located close 
to a village at the foot of 
Gaoligong Mountain. It 
provides exhibition space for 
ancient paper craft and 
artefacts produced locally. 
Six galleries clustered around 
a courtyard form a micro-
village. The exhibition is 
extended through displays of 
paper-craft in the village. 
Texture is articulated through 
local materials, formal 
expression and visual 
connection with the 
landscape. The spatial 
experience of the village is 
consolidated within the 
museum. Interior spaces 
alternate between galleries 
and views beyond. 
Accommodation on upper 
levels includes offices, tea 
and guest rooms. Local 
timber, bamboo, handcrafted 
paper, low energy-consuming 
and decomposable natural 
materials are used.

Building Type Museums & Exhibition 
Facilities
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The Gaoligong Museum of Handicraft Paper stands at the foot of Gaoligong Mountain in Tengchong county, Yunnan province. Built in a field at the edge of Xingzhuang village, the architecture provides a 
space for the exhibition of the ancient craft of handmade paper and related cultural artifacts produced in Xingzhuang village. The architect conceived a cluster of small buildings which, in unity, form a micro-
village. The museum articulates the texture of the village through its use of local materials, formal expression, and visual connection with the landscape. The households in the village display their paper 
crafts to visitors, extending the exhibition beyond the boundaries of the museum. In turn, the museum consolidates the spatial experience of the village.

The museum experience constantly vacillates between delineated gallery spaces and tranquil farm and mountain landscapes. The visitor is guided through a series of interior spaces which simultaneously 
showcase exhibition materials while drawing in the exterior environment. Movement through the museum suggests the symphony of art, architecture and the natural environment. A central courtyard 
connects six individually-shaped galleries, forming a continuous path through the exhibition. The architecture also accommodates office spaces, tea rooms and guest rooms. A tea room is located on the first 
floor, which can open completely onto the central courtyard. Office spaces occupy the second floor, where an outdoor staircase leads up to the third floor guest rooms and a terrace from which visitors can 
access a view of the mountains.

The building uses local timber, bamboo, handcrafted paper, and other low energy-consuming and decomposable natural materials to minimize environmental effects. The architecture honestly reflects the 
building’s materials, structure, and inner logic, as well as the traces left by its construction process. The museum responds to Yunnan’s climate, and thoroughly makes use of local materials, technology 
and arts by integrating traditional timber construction with contemporary structural techniques. Since construction is completed entirely by local builders and craftsmen, the architecture itself is an active 
participant in the preservation of the region’s traditional natural resources.       
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