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Ibn Tulun Mosque is both 
the oldest and the largest 
mosque in Cairo. In view of 
its architectural and social 
importance, its restoration 
proceeded according to 
the principle of minimal 
intervention, respecting the 
original fabric while erasing 
the damage caused by previous 
works (for example, by 
removing the earlier cement 
mortars that had given rise to 
cracks). More than 350 people 
were involved in the project. 
Working with foreign experts, 
they had the opportunity to gain 
experience in a broad range 
of techniques, in the process 
significantly advancing the skill 
base for conservation in Egypt.
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The Mihrab of the Mosque
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Ahmad ibn Tulun built this mosque on Yashkur hill in al-
Qatai’ in 263-5 A.H./876-9 A.D. In the year 2000, the His--
toric Cairo Project started its conservation project. The 
building had many problems on the level of architecture, 
structure, environment and decoration. There was differ--
ent phases of restoration in its long history. This project 
aimed to conserve the mosque, preserve its authentic--

ity and its historic evolution. The main philosophy was 
the minimal intervention. Which was applied in two main 
concept, re-treatability and compatibility. To achieve this 
aim, a complete documentation phase was the base of 
the work. Not only architectural documentation but also 
the material analysis as well as soil investigations and 
structural analysis.

Main problems faced the Mosque:
Deterioration of stucco windows and decoration.
Attack of sub-surface water caused walls deteriora--
tion due to salts in the raising water in the walls.
Deterioration of plaster and rendering due to salts.
Deterioration of masonry of the walls.
Deformation in the pillars due to soil expanding.
Cracks in the concreat roof.
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Deformation in the dome of the Mihrab due to detriora--
tion of its wooden beems.
Deterioration of the wooden Minbar.
Deterioration in the wooden ceiling due to the lack of 
the isolation in the roofs.
  Deterioration of the stone fl ooring.
  Many arches were rendered using cement based 
plaster.
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The minarat before restoration Documentation and deterioration map and after restoration

The Main Conservation Operation
Protecting the mosque from sub-surface 
water by open-pipe traps, and by injection 
of silicon base material in the lower part of 
the walls.
Replacing the cement base plaster with 
lime base plaster compatible with the origi--
nal materials.
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Cleaning the original rendering of the fa--
cades and preserving its current state.
Cleaning and restoring the stucco windows 
and decoration.
Injecting the walls by lime base injection to 
improve the behavior of the structure.
Cleaning and restoring the wooden ele--
ments and its decorations
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The attack of sub-surface water in the Ziyyada Using open-pipe traps to collect the sub-sur--
face water and pumbit out the mosque area

Stucco decorations before restoration during restoration and cleaning and after restoration

Stucco windows after restoration Minbar after restoration Mosque Facade after restorationDetail of the Minbar




















