
The Ismaili Centre
Dushanbe

An evening view of the Ismaili Centre, Dushanbe. Pedestrian walkways line the cascading 
water feature, leading to the building’s Main Entrance. 
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Looking across the lawn towards the Administrative area of the complex with the Main Entrance on the right.  
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Mawlana Hazar Imam and President Rahmon share a joyful moment, following the unveiling 
of the plaque marking the inauguration of the Ismaili Centre, Dushanbe. 
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ISMAILIS IN TAJIKISTAN

The Ismaili Centre, Dushanbe is the first such Centre in Central Asia. The 

Centre marks a milestone in the history of the Ismaili Muslim community, 

whose presence in Central Asia dates back more than 1,000 years. 

Linguistically and ethnically diverse, Ismailis are widely spread across the 

region. During the 10th century, Ismaili teachings became known in Central 

Asia through the work of influential philosophers, natural scientists, thinkers 

and poets, including the pre-eminent Ismaili thinker Nasir Khusraw, known 

and respected across the region for his contribution to philosophy and the 

sciences of the time as well as to poetry and the development of 

Persian-based languages.

An aerial view of the complex shows the Main Entrance on the right, the Social Hall Entrance 
on the left and one of four corner water features in the middle. 
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FOUNDATION CEREMONY
AUGUST 30, 2003

OPENING CEREMONY
OCTOBER 12, 2009

ARCHITECT
FAROUK NOORMOHAMED

“I would like to express with confidence that this Centre, as a place of 

promoting humility, friendship, dialogue, openness, generosity, kindness and 

charity in society, will uphold high standards of activities with the aim of 

bringing together cultures, advocating moral and social values, and serving as 

a symbol of friendship and patriotism”

President Emomali Rahmon at the Opening Ceremony 
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A view from the foyer towards the Prayer Hall Ante Room. Brick patterns and the calligraphy 
crowning the walls are among the prominent textures that characterise this space. 
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DUSHANBE, TAJIKISTAN

A view from the Main Entrance shows a seating alcove on the left, a reception desk on the right, 
and the axial corridor of the Administration area leading to the Great Courtyard.
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MATERIALS + FEATURES

Located amidst gardens and waterfalls off a main thoroughfare in Dushanbe, 

the Centre in sandstone baked brick and glazed blue and turquoise tiles, 

acknowledges the vernaculars of the 10th century mausoleum of the 

Samanids as well as the grand courtyards of Samarkand, Bukhara and Khiva. 

Equipped to host exhibitions and conferences, concerts and recitals, the 

complex includes a resource centre, classrooms, multi-purpose spaces, 

courtyards and an amphitheatre. Technical innovations include an elastic roof 

diaphragm to transfer structural stress in this highly seismic region, a heating 

and air conditioning system based on water-source heat pumps used for the 

first time on this scale in the region, as well as a heat recovery wheel for 

energy efficiency.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

- Total number of bricks: approximately 3 million
- Area of corner water features: approximately 1500 square metres
- Height of the ceiling: 7.5 to 16 meters
- Five towers: four of which are 21 metres, the fifth is 25 metres

ARCHITECTURAL PHILOSOPHY

The site of the Ismaili Centre Dushanbe is located on Ismoili Somoni Avenue, 

named after the founder of the Samanid dynasty (early 10th century) and 

considered Tajikistan’s national hero.

The direction was to design a building that represented the great architectural 

traditions of this region, including its construction techniques, materials, and 

decorative motif. It is in this context that clay bricks, punctuated with blue and 

turquoise glazed bricks, have become the most distinctive visual aspect of the 

overall complex.

Inspired by some of the region’s most distinctive monuments, the architecture 

of the Ismaili Centre blends many different craft and artisanal traditions of 

Central Asia. Designed to facilitate cultural and intellectual exchange, the 

Centre aims to re-invigorate and promote the spirit of enquiry characterised by 

scholars whose contributions over the centuries were encouraged by the 

Ismaili Muslim community under the patronage of its leadership

“Like its counterparts elsewhere, the Ismaili Centre in 
Dushanbe will stand for the ethics that uphold the dignity of 
man as the noblest of creation. It will bring down walls that 
divide and build bridges that unite. These are the ethics that 
inspire the work of the Aga Khan Development Network.”

His Highness the Aga Khan at the Foundation Ceremony 

Looking out from the Prayer Hall Portal, across the Great Courtyard, towards the Administration area. 
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