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“Oleg Grabar has probably had a more profound 

and far-reaching infl uence on the study of Islamic 

art and architecture, not only through his own work 

but through inspiring innumerable students, scholars, 

teachers, and curators around the world, than any 

other living scholar.” So begins the introduction to 

Muqarnas 10, subtitled Essays in Honor of Oleg Grabar, 

Contributed by His Students. That special volume, con-

ceived to pay tribute to Oleg on his retirement from 

Harvard, was published in 1993.   

 A few years ago, over an excellent lunch (food and 

conviviality often bring Oleg to mind), a small sub-

set of the Muqarnas editorial committee—namely, 

Gülru  Necipoqlu and Julia Bailey—noted that Oleg’s 

so-called retirement had in no way diminished his 

intellectual productivity or inspirational status. We 

concurred that the time had arrived to pay tribute to 

our former teacher—who, with his eightieth birthday 

(in 2009) on the horizon, was now a senior scholar 

in every sense—by preparing a second honorary vol-

ume of Muqarnas, to be published fi fteen years after 

the fi rst. We found it particularly appropriate that 

the publication date would coincide with the thir-

tieth anniversary of the Aga Khan Program of Islamic 

Architecture, whose Harvard branch Oleg was instru-

mental in founding. It is largely thanks to the broad 

scope of this program, the parameters of which were 

established in 1978, that courses taught at Harvard 

and MIT in the fi eld of Islamic art and architecture 

have transcended their former narrow, medieval focus 

to encompass the early modern and modern periods 

in addition to a broader cultural geography. 

To lend unity to the contents of the volume and 

show Oleg’s resounding impact on the expansion of 

the fi eld we adopted the subtitle Frontiers of Islamic 

Art and Architecture: Essays in Celebration of Oleg Grabar’s 

Eightieth Birthday. The project couldn’t be a surprise: 

we needed Oleg’s guidance in choosing who among 

his many admirers and benefi ciaries should be invited 

to submit an essay. It was he, then, who came up with 

a list of potential contributors, which he limited to for-

mer students and past or recent colleagues. He also 

expressed the wish that submissions should relate to 

his scholarship and interests or in some way refl ect 

a personal connection to him; we therefore asked 

authors to “engage directly with some aspect of Oleg’s 

work, whether the subject be a monument or object, 

a theme, a problem, or a methodology that he has 

addressed in his publications.”

 Not everyone invited was free to contribute, and 

the prior commitments of those who couldn’t—books 

to fi nish, departments to run, exhibitions to organize 

and catalogue, museums to direct—in themselves testify 

to the prestige of Oleg’s legacy. But the greater num-

ber of invitees responded enthusiastically, with essays 

short or long—in some cases much longer than the 

usual Muqarnas article—witty or earnest, and ranging 

in geographical scope from Marrakech to Agra and 

in temporal span from the pre-Islamic period to the 

twentieth century. In their splendid diversity, all are 

united in expressing their indebtedness to and affec-

tion for Oleg. 
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