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Richard England 

As local coordinator of this extraordinary event which 
we have been privileged to host, permit me in conclu
sion to express a few brief thoughts. We have heard 
deliberations about architecture from both critics and 
architects, about the relationship of the critic to the 
architect and the architect to the critic. As a practicing 
architect I am not convinced that the two are perfectly 
compatible. It seems to me that every architect is on 
every critic's menu. On the other hand, both 
architects and critics have a valid role to play and 
certainly during this seminar there have been most 
valuable discussions from both parties. 

On the occasion of this closing ceremony, I would like 
to take the opportunity to thank you all for your most 
illuminating contributions. There is always some posi
tive aspect to be gained from criticism even if the 
criticism involved is fairly strong. 

After having listened to both sides of the arguments; 
the brilliance with which the points and counterpoints 
were put forward and the high quality of the weaving 
of the arguments themselves, permit me to express my 
appreciation of what we have heard. 

I would like to stress how much I have personally 
enjoyed the whole event. May I also express a heart
felt thank you to you all for providing such fascinating 
intellectual stimulation. I speak on behalf of all my 
Maltese colleagues when I say that we are extremely 
privileged and honoured to have hosted you on our 
island. A special thank you to the Aga Khan Award 
for Architecture, for coming here, and also for your 
words of wisdom which I am sure will be of benefit to 
Malta. Most of all thank you for your friendship. You 
have been wonderful guests. 

Said Zulficar 
Secretary General 
Aga Khan Award for Architecture 

In my opening statement, I voiced the wish that we 
at the Aga Khan Award for Architecture hoped to 
learn a great deal from this seminar on "Criticism in 
Architecture", a subject which is a vital factor in 
making people aware of the steady deterioration of 
the built environment in the countries of the third 
world. On the whole I feel that our hopes have been 
fulfilled and that our deliberations now enable us to 
understand better the methods and mechanics of 
architectural criticism. 

However, I will not hide from you that the task before 
us will be arduous and fraught with difficulties. As 
several speakers have underlined, criticism or the 
capacity to criticise in any field; literary, religious, 
political, artistic or architectural, can only be exercised 
if there is a climate of intellectual freedom in a coun
try. Unfortunately, this climate does not exist in the 
great majority of countries in the Third World, and in 
the Muslim countries in particular. As one of the 
speakers said so pertinently, without a free press 
architectural criticism is but an exercise in futility. So 
you can imagine the complexity of the task confront
ing the Aga Khan Award for Architecture. Our 
Foundation is probably the only international non
governmental organisation or lobby group in the Isla
mic world, the only space of intellectual freedom 
which genuinely both practices total liberty of express
ion in its gatherings and seminars. It is also a meet
ing point for intellectuals - albeit related to the 
architectural profession - from both the industrial
ised and from developing countries, from the Mus
lim and non-Muslim communities. This also explains 
our presence in Malta, this space of freedom so close 
to us geographically and culturally and situated at 
the cross-roads of the North and the South, of the 
West and the East. 
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I am reflecting the feeling of all the international 
participants when I express, on their behalf, my deep 
appreciation and very warm thanks to our Maltese 
hosts for the hospitality and kind attention we have 
received throughout our all-too-short stay in this en
gaging country. 

To all the international participants who spared their 
time to come here, thank you for your contributions. 

Salvino Busutil 
Director General 
The Foundation for International Studies 

One should, on behalf of the Foundation for Interna
tional Studies, say a very special word of thanks to the 
Aga Khan Award for Architecture, for choosing 
Malta as the venue for the seminar and also a great 
deal of gratitude is due to Professor Richard Eng
land. 

I have much pleasure in inviting the Honorable Dr. 
Eddie Fenech Adami, Prime Minister of Malta to give 
the concluding address. 

The Honorable Dr. Eddie Fenech Adami 
Prime Minister of the Republic Malta 

I assume that when you choose Malta as the venue for 
your third regional seminar, one reason was that our 
island was deemed an appropriate and stimulating 
setting for the discussion of its major theme "Criticism 
in Architecture", with particular reference to the Isla
mic world. I make this assumption with confidence 
because nobody more than a select company of some 
of the world's leading architectural critics, can be ex
pected to be sensitive to the relationship between a 
physical setting and the dialogue which arises within 
and about it. 

More particularly I have noted the stress laid by the 
principle speakers of the seminar, in the papers that 
were distributed beforehand, on the need for the cri
tical appraisal of building trends in the Islamic world 
to be undertaken against the background of multi
cultural references. 

Our island clearly provides just such a background. 
The fact that by virture of geography and history, 
multi-cultural references are crowded in our small 
space, hardly needs pointing out. I would rather take 
up two other observations made in the Keynote paper 
of the seminar which acquire a particularly striking 
echo against the background of our island. 

The first observation is that the Muslim world has a 
rich architectural heritage but so far, a relatively poor 
architectural criticism. This observation is no doubt 

150 

applicable to Malta and it fully deserves the ponder
ing, which it was given in your seminar. Just as the 
significance of a book does not depend solely on its 
contents, but also on the response of its readers, so 
too the significance of a building is not constituted 
solely by itself but also by the behaviour towards it, of 
the people in whose midst it exists. The significance 
of a town or a village is constituted not only by the 
buildings of which it is made up, but above all, by 
the behaviour of the people who exist in its midst. 

Indeed from the point of view of a political leader , the 
critical response to the architectural environment is of 
central importance. If criticism is the creative response 
to creative activity, than its absence means that there 
may be a creative few in that society but the society as 
a whole is not. For this reason, the development and 
currency of critical language is one criteria of the 
general level of creativity reached by a society. 

A second observation, quoted from the architect and 
historian, W.R. Lethaby, which has received deserved 
attention at your seminar, is that the development of 
building practice mirrors the general development of 
world ideas. The validity of this critical observation 
has been reflected in your seminar, notably in the 
primary place which you have given to the discussion 
of regionalism in architecture. 

Regionalism is today one of the most important of 
developing world ideas. My government has been 
seeking to promote its development, with the limited 
but privileged means which smallness gives, in inter
national forums and though concrete initiatives. In 
particular we have been stressing the need to recog
nise and strengthen those regions which have a real 
environmental unity, combined with the troubling 
but enriching complexity of the plurality and diversi
ty of cultures, such as the Mediterranean. 

Moreover the strengthening of these regional realities 
cannot be in the sense of the homogenisation or im
posed uniformity, but in the setting up of institutions 
which promote dialogue, exchanges and communica
tion. In this light, the observation that the Mediterra
nean people, both Muslim and non-Muslim, have 
achieved a remarkable realisation in their architectural 
achievement of cross-culture dialogue, but still have to 
develop critical awareness of its significance and the 
critical language with which it expresses itself, !lcquires 
a programatic and a political value. 

A sound architectural criticism is a vitally needed 
contribution to the awareness of local and regional 
identity A strong awareness of identity is a most 
useful quality to have in the political situation of the 
world today. It allows a country to remain open to 
foreign influence without much danger that its na
tive traditions will be submerged It allows a society 
to assimilate modem technology without the sub-



mersion of its ethos and values. It allows a culture to 
grow and develop by responding to the stimulae and 
challenges coming from outside without losing its 
soul in the process. 

Unfortunately, hardly any part of the world and 
certainly not our own has escaped from chaotic 
urban sprawl and to a greater or lesser extent, from 
the degrading of the environment under the impact 
of industrialism, individualism and other factors that 
have pock-marked the modern age. There is 
perhaps no more effective means to stem this tide of 
disorder than the enhanced sense of identity which 
architectural criticism can help to promote. There 
can hardly be a more eloquent summary of the 
history and sense of a place than its architecture but 
it will not effectively result in the collective self
consciousness, unless it is reflected in the looking 
glass of critical language 

For all these reasons, I thank the Aga Khan Award 
architecture for its decision to hold its Third Regional 
Seminar in this island, where the ideas discussed by 
you all will find a receptive sounding board. I am also 
grateful for their contribution to your local hosts, 
notably the Minister for the Development of Infras
tructure, the Foundation for International Studies, 
and Professor Richard England. 

I hope that fruitful contact between Malta and the 
Aga Khan Award for Architecture will continue be
cause I am sure we share the desire to seek the 
Mediterranean and Muslim tradition of an 
architecture which speaks of the mercy of God and 
the community of mankind, in order that these will 
recover their pristine glory in contemporary terms. 
There is no surer way to this renaissance than the 
strengthening of communication and dialogue be
tween men and woman, whose views may differ on 
many points, but who share the basic conviction that 
all problems are to be faced on the basis of rational 
analysis, respect for the dignity of all and the commit
ment that the beauty of the best of human achieve
ment, not least in the architectural field, becomes the 
common heritage of the whole world. 
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