
Foreword 

This book records the proceedings of the third in a 
series of regional seminars within the general title 
"Exploring Architecture in the Islamic World". I am 
again privileged to be asked to edit the papers and 
discussion. On this occasion, unlike the first two, I 
attended the seminar held on the island of Malta. 
This has both advantages and disadvantages, for in 
editing the previous publications "Architecture and 
Identity" and "Regionalism in Architecture", I was 
able to exercise a certain amount of dispassionate 
detachment. 

With the transcripts before me the passions and in
terests of the participants are still very real and it has 
been a more difficult task to make the necessary 
literary incisions. Some participants had come pre
pared to discuss a global view of architectural critic
ism, drawing largely on a western tradition, others had 
a more singular task which was to define the critical 
criteria for selecting the best in the architecture of the 
Islamic world, to receive the Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture. The discussion flared to life in illuminat
ing exchanges. 

There were many remarkable insights and ideas and 
one can distill from them directions for the Aga 
Khan Awards' committee. A relevant framework 
for architectural criticism in Muslim parts of the 
developing world, as well as non-Muslim countries 
did emerge, even if it was not precisely articulated at 
the end of our three days of deliberation. 

The task of this book is to ensure that those ideas 
are assembled concisely, for such critical direction is 
lacking in the developing countries of the world. 

This book may be a momentous step forward, for the 
participants in the seminar could hardly have been 

more distinguished. In the western critical mode we 
had the first Editor of L'Architecture d'Aujourd-hui, 
the Editor-in-Chief of Architectural Record, the Edi
tor of Architectural Review and the Architectural 
correspondents of the Times (London) and the Eco
nomist (UK). From the developing world, including 
countries with a substantial proportion of their 
population of the Islamic faith, we had editors of 
Architecture + Design (India), Habitat Pakistan 
(Pakistan), Espace A/ridan (Ivory Coast), Majallah 
Akitek (Malaysia), S'alam Al-Benaa (Egypt), 
Atrium (Malta), and MIMAR' Architecture in De
velopment, together with contributors to Al Oum
rane (Morocco), Hungarian Architecture (Hungary) 
and Al-Benaa (Saudi Arabia). 

Architectural criticism ultimately can only flourish in a 
climate of intellectual freedom, a situation which sadly 
does not exist everywhere in the developed or the 
developing world. There was evidence of a serious 
lack of cri~cal discourse in many societies. Parodox
ically this also gave sustenance to those who may have 
felt that they were alone in facing this dilemma. This 
shared experience was for some the most valuable 
outcome of the seminar. 

May I record my appreciation of the patience and 
cooperation of Catherine Ng who transcribed the re
cordings of the seminar; also Patricia Theseira and 
Lynda Lim who have in their usual calm and efficient 
manner steered the book through the production pro
cess on behalf of the publishers. 

Robert Powell 
Editor 
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