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Some Remarks on Environmental Appreciation 

Dogan Kuban 

Interest in rural architecture among archi
tectural theorists is relatively recent. Current 
debates in architectural circles avoid rural 
architecture, and the history of architecture 
has stressed value systems of the dominant 
elite and has developed theories based pri
marily on great architecture rather than the 
rural or vernacular. But, because rural archi
tecture is so widespread, and because it 
represents and embodies spiritual as well as 
physical qualities, any sincere effort to 
improve the human environment must take it 
into account. 

In rural architecture one can observe tradi
tional forms and building techniques as well as 
a close relationship between social behavior 
and physical form!. Unfortunately, most 
architects have been concerned solely with 
formal aspects of indigenous architecture'. 
Field trips in Islamic countries and seminars 
have shown us that monumental expression, 
urban esthetics, and religious symbolism are 
not sufficient to form the basis for environ
mental answers in the Muslim world. We, 
therefore, developed an appreciation of the 
indigenous urban and rural environments 

Even though many Muslim countries are 
undergoing rapid urbanization, most are still 
primarily peasant societies3

• Urban and rural 
life styles and house forms are much more 
similar in Muslim societies than in the west. A 
monumental architectural tradition is much 
less conspicuous. And even the concepts of 
urban society and structure are western intel
lectual constructions which do not help to 

explain either the contemporary or the historic 
Islamic city Finally, even the urban-rural 
distinctions current in much of the literature is 
not particularly helpful in describing or 
explaining differences between city and village 
in Muslim countries'. 

The modem rural world is no longer isolated 
from the urban world Friends and relations, 
mass communication, government programs 
all convey to rural dwellers information about 
the urban world. Even if living conditions in 
some places resemble those of the Middle 
Ages, expectations do not. Economic, poli
tical and military considerations prevent 
governments from ignoring even the most 
remote portions of their countries. The rural 
world, thus, has a new importance. But the 
communication of information has tended to 
be in a single direction: the peasant learns 
about the outside world from the different 
media, while the so-called specialists know 
relatively little still about the rural environ
ment. A means of fruitful intercourse has to 
be found between peasants and specialists of 
urban origin. 

In many Muslim-countries, traditional 
building techniques have proven the only way 
to bring decent dwelling standards to the rural 
or semi-rural population. Building-systems 
developed primarily for urban applications 
have proven too expensive and inappropriate 
to local building skills. However, there is 
considerable promise in techniques which 
improve upon traditional building systems. 
While these techniques must vary according to 



local circumstances, some ideas seem likely to 
be widely applicable. The use of stucco in the 
making of mud brick is one example for 
countries with abundant gypsum. As a matter 
of fact, mud brick is often the most common 
and cheapest of materials. Studies of it have 
been made and the results used in constructed 
projects As one example, an Aga Khan 
award was given in 1980 to a health center in 
Mali, largely constructed out of mud brick, 
but with improvements of reinforced concrete 
and other materials. 

Less study has been made of wood and stone, 
but, to cite only one example, Jan Myrdal in 
his Report from a Chinese Village describes 
stone vaulted dwellings covered by a thick 
layer of loess clay which, together with the 
cave dwellings, constitute the main building 
systems of Liu Ling in Yenan. It provides 
great solidity and insulation against cold and 
heat'. Similar traditions exist in many Islamic 
countries, yet formal solutions should not 
necessarily be accepted a priori as a basis for 
replicability in other circumstances. Potential 
applicability does not entail replicability, 
which must be left to the vicissitudes of 
national life. 

For the more spiritual aspects of rural archi
tecture, the idea of an aesthetic of anonymous 
form may prove to be extremely exciting and 
provocative. But the appelation "anony
mous", used commonly to refer to an archi
tecture without pedigree as compared with the 
great stylistic traditions usually featured in 
architectural histories, should be used with 
some caution. More than functional, rural 
architecture represents very long building and 
cultural traditions. A door with sliding panels 
or simple wooden lock system may have a 
very long lineage, and may express values and 
sensibilities of simple but genuine peoples. 

There is a correspondence between certain 
formal preferences and the human mind and 
body. We cannot ignore rural building tradi
tions because they are isolated from urban 
cultures. Does it matter whether rural archi
tecture is a simplified version of urban archi
tecture or entirely independent? For there is 
little doubt that formal properties of rural 
houses are no less instructive about the nature 
of aesthetic feeling than the great monuments. 
As in anthropological studies, simple rela-
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tionships may inform us more about the 
nature of process than the more complex. 

While the social and economic dimensions of 
housing for the poor and for peasants have 
been emphasized in former seminars by 
Soedjatmoko, Nahbub ul Haq, John Turner 
and others, we must come to terms with the 
question of image. We would like to see an 
image of a physical world which would create 
an appropriate milieu for Muslims. Since 
more than half of the Muslim popUlation is 
rural, what level of knowledge and sensibility 
can be addressed? At least we should provide 
for very real differences of housing types and 
environments, and strive to avoid homoge
neity. But we cannot ignore the image of 
environments toward which rural peoples 
themselves strive. And what can we do if their 
aspirations are toward distorted images of 
modem architecture, inappropriate clima
tically and other ways? It is difficult to reach 
the consciousness of the illiterate or the partly 
literate if not through examples. In the urban 
milieu we base our hope on the efforts of an 
enlightened elite. But in the villages? 

In Islamic societies, officially sponsored 
activities do reach the rural areas. Here the 
government's role may be accepted, as John 
Turner says, "to ensure equitable access to 
resources which local communities and people 
cannot provide for themselves'" The Award's 
role should therefore be the widest possible 
circulation of ideas developed in these semi
nars among government officials and others 
who do intervene in rural regions. 

Through efforts of government and in an 
atmosphere of total communication, rural and 
urban worlds are nevertheless becoming 
progressively integrated at many levels: 
economic, political, but also physical. For 
many people, living conditions in cities are 
similar to those in villages. The Kampung 
project, awarded in the 1980 Aga Khan 
awards for architecture, cannot be labelled 
urban or rural, yet is a major accomplishment 
in the solution of the problem of rapid 
urbanization. 

While one can still discern great differences in 
behavior between peasants and urbanites, 
these differences are diminishing; the peasants 
are gaining a stronger political foothold in 
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their countries; and urban and rural areas are 
becoming more and more integrated'. Guided 
by lessons from the rural environment, our 
formal concerns in both urban and non-urban 
areas will be replaced by considerations such 
as energy food, labor intensive production and 
new forms of social organization. 

A Nubian proverb, cited by Zein, says: "The 
water wheel is like a mosque and those who 
serve it are like those who serve the mosque"". 
In the edge of life fighting for survival, religious 
and cultural symbols may be replaced by 
economic ones. These considerations should 
eventually influence our whole approach 
toward physical form. In the context of the 
rural habitat, a program of action to be valid 
must be concentrated primarily on the fulfill
ment of material demands of the rural popu
lation. As in the Nubian proverb, the act itself 
gains spiritual dimension. 
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I. SerageJdin 

It is a daunting challenge you have posed: to 
sum up these many hours of prismatic, intense 
deliberation in under five minutes .... I will 
nevertheless try to do so. 

I would like to group my remarks under six 
distinct, yet interconnected, headings that I 
believe reflect the main themes of this semi
nar. 

1) Should the rural habitat change (or be 
changed)? 
Clearly Yes The deprivation and misery of 
the rural habitat documented in countless 
statistics (of which we were eloquently re
minded by HH The Aga Khan at the outset of 
these proceedings) clearly belies the mythical, 
romantic vision of an idyllic existence worthy 
of preservation. The basic needs of rural 
inhabitants (including the right to have a voice 
in the decisions affecting their lives) must be 
raised at least to the minimum level of 
decency that others have come to take for 
granted. From there, it appears to me, that 
the desirable direction of change is clear, as 
are its determinants. Change in the rural 
habitat is to be sought and found first in the 
provision of basic services (education and 
health, etc.) and utilities (water, electricity), 
and only secondly in the physical expression of 
the built habitat. 

2) The rural habitat must be viewed in context. 
The rural environment does not exist in a 
vacuum, distinct from the people who inhabit 
it or the larger regional or national whole of 
which it is a part. Hence, it is important to 
understand: 
• the demographic characteristics of inhabi

tants; 
• their socioeconomic characteristics; 
• the political, organizational and institutional 

aspects of their society; as well as 
• their cultural-ideological frame of reference. 

There are also trends to be recognized and 
dealt with, such as: 
• rural/urban migration; 
• inter-regional migration; 
• changing labor force characteristic; 
• changing family roles, etc. 

Furthermore, all this must be viewed in the 
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bigger context of history, geography (climate 
and ecology), demography, and ideology. 
Without this setting, the evaluation of a 
specific project in terms of its "intrinsic" or 
"abstract" qualities means little. It may even 
be deceiving. 

3) Technology. 
Technology is neither a panacea nor a ram
paging evil. Although it holds promise, it often 
acts indirectly - affecting lifestyles which in 
tum reflect upon habitat rather than imme
diately impacting on the habitat itself. 

More serious thought is certainly needed in 
this area. Such thought should also remain 
cognizant that the introduction and applica
tion of technology is inexorably intertwined 
with economic factors in terms of feasibility vs. 
viability. 

4) Decision-making. 
Who decides what for whom is an important 
question. There are many actors: users with 
their preferences, ultimate clients, local elites, 
national (political) authorities as well as out
side experts. All of their roles and interests 
need to be articulated, for a coherent, realistic 
understanding of the interplay of forces that 
affect the final decisions. Because the rural 
environment, unlike the urban context with 
which we are more familiar, is diffused and 
dispersed, lacking in horizontal as well as 
vertical channels of communications, the 
necessity of a broad commitment is even more 
important than in other areas of endeavor. 
Hence, the essence of success in intervening to 
change the rural habitat requires a political will 
and a clear vision coupled with effective 
leadership and organization. 

5) Innovations and interventions. 
For innovation to take hold, it must be 
introduced in a manner that does not run 
counter to the realities of socio-cultural and 
economic constraints. But innovation is not an 
end in itself. The success of any intervention 
must be measured by the totality of its impacts 
(both desired and undesired); and by its 
potential replicability. Interventions must be 
weighed against the likelihood of success in 
the face of prevailing trends (not conditions). 
This requires a dynamic perspective, not static 
pictures of "before" and "after". 

6) The Role a/the Architect/Planner. 
This role needs to be redefined: First, a degree 
of humility is needed about the amount of 
knowledge or the relevance of the expertise 
which we bring to the task. Second, there is, 
by definition, a fundamental built-in interven
tionist bias in architects and planners. This 
should be checked, to make sure that we 
intervene: (i) in areas where we bring special 
competence, (where we enjoy a comparative 
advantage); (ii) at the right scale; (iii) with 
correct appreciation of context and trends; 
and (iv) in collaboration with local forces. 

In this quest for both relevance and effective
ness, the architect has to function as teacher, 
as catalyst for change, as preserver of heritage, 
as champion of cultural continuity through 
change, as introducer of new technology, as 
advocate of design in its purest sense, amidst a 
climate insensitive to, or impatient with, all 
these functions. It is a tall order. I hope we are 
up to this challenge. 

Babar Mumtaz 

I'd like to limit my comments just to one 
aspect of the things that we have been talking 
about, and that is technology. In so many of 
the cases we saw presented in the last couple 
of days, we found that traditional architecture 
and traditional technology were being re
placed by inappropriate technology and that 
this was leading, as it was pointed out, towards 
inappropriate architecture. There has been the 
talk of the needs for appropriate technology. 
However, I'd like to suggest that we should 
say appropriate, not as an adjective describing 
the particular technology, but rather as a verb 
describing what is done to a technology. If we 
observe what the people and the cultures all 
around the world have been doing, we see 
that they are indeed appropriating, that is 
taking over, technology. I would like to 
suggest that there are some kinds of tech
nology that are more easily, or more often, 
appropriated by people than others. For a 
technology to be more liable to be appro
priated it must have the following three 
characteristics called the three "r's" of appro
priate technology, that is: they must be 



repayable, reliable and reusable. By repayable, 
I mean that they should be within the avail
able resources so that they can be afforded by 
the persons who are taking it over, or by a 
community that is going to appropriate it. This 
means obviously not only the material re
sources, but also the social, cultural resources 
as well. Secondly, when I say reliable, I mean 
that they must have built-in redundancies; that 
is, should there be a minor change or altera
tion made to this technology, then it should 
still be usable. It must have a higher tolerance 
level. Finally, it should be reusable; that is it 
should have a built-in potential that allows it 
to be used in different situations. If it has these 
three, then I suggest that it will be appro
priated. 

When we compare what has happened to one 
of the roofing products that modem tech
nology has evolved, the corrugated iron sheet, 
which works and which has been widely 
appropriated, with one of the technologies 
that was shown yesterday from Senegal, mud 
and cement vaulting, we can assess which of 
these is more likely to be appropriated. In 
term of repayableness, we find that both of 
them are possible within the available re
sources of some people, and indeed in the case 
of the corrugated iron sheet, whenever 
somebody has been able to afford it, even if 
that's the only manufactured item, they went 
out and bought a corrugated iron sheet. In the 
case of the Senegal vault, I am told it is within 
people's means, within their resources. So far 
it seems to be only within the means of the 
elite. If you look at the reliableness, although 
the corrugated iron sheet has been designed to 
be put onto timber with a certain spacing and 
certain kind of fixing, you find that it has a 
built-in robustness that allows it to span much 
wider distance. You even find people in 
different villages just holding it down with 
stones, and it still works. If you look at the 
vault, I have a feeling that it is not reliable in 
that sense, because the shape of it and the 
thickness of it is such that any minor change 
will mean that the thing will collapse. And 
thirdly, in terms of reuseableness, the corru
gated iron sheets could again be used not just 
for roofs, but also for walls, for doors, for 
windows, for shutters, and in a number of 
situations, such as forming downspouts for 
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water and the like. If you look at the vault, I 
suspect that it is not usable in any other 
situation; it's just strictly for the particular 
situation for which it was designed. I suspect 
that those are the kinds of considerations 
which will mean that the vault is not going to 
be as widely appropriated as, for example, the 
corrugated iron sheet. 

If we are concerned about what kinds of 
technologies are taken over by people, then I 
urge that we begin to develop technologies 
that have these characteristics. If architects are 
designing, I would ask a further "r" policy that 
the technology must have: it must be res
ponsible. That is, it must respond to and 
demonstrate a respect for the cultural values 
of the people. 

Makiya 

Mr. Chairman, I still feel, towards the end of 
this seminar, that there is a confusion on the 
following issues: confusion on the meaning of 
tradition and continuity, and also confusion 
about technology. Have we succeeded in 

Mohammed Makiya 

Photo: C. Little/Aga Khan Awards. 
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defining what we mean by rural habitation in 
terms of a future environment? 

A phrase from one of our Chinese speakers 
struck me: "learning from the people". This 
meant a lot to me because it reminded me of 
what we were trying to do some years ago by 
studying dwellings in the marsh areas in Iraq. 
The only way was to go and to live there, 
study there. Only then did I feel one had the 
right to intervene. We could learn much about 
technology that a textbook could never give 
us, nor a manual of details, in order to design 
something in the marsh areas of Iraq. We had 
to force our students to go there, live and 
study there before daring to make a shelter 
there. 

However, my understanding of tradition goes 
much deeper than technology. Our relation to 
tradition is not only our relation to man but 
also to God. I still have a responsibility as a 
traditional man to understand continuity as a 
responsibility to God. This aids me in evalua
ting my work and other people's work. Islamic 
ideology teaches me a scale of reference. 
Whether I am dealing with rural habitat, or 
urban, or anywhere on the planet, I must have 
human scale. 
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Afshar 

There are two basic concerns I would like to 
propose which should be given special con
sideration in the coming Aga Khan Awards. 
In spelling them out, I would like to set them 
within the context of the present conference 
and the issues that have been raised. I think 
that one useful way to approach this whole 
question of rural housing, its improvement, 
and the sorts of impact an architect might 
have, is to see how architecture can contribute 
to general rural development objectives. 
There is, for example, the raising of rural 
incomes, the provision of gainful employment, 
and helping to orient income distribution 
towards the poorer sections of the rural 
population. This is one objective. Another is 
to enhance the political and social organiza
tional capacities and opportunities of rural 
people so that they can better implement their 
own needs and aspirations. 

Now I think that the sort of decisions that 
architects are in a position to take whether it 
be the speeches they make, the designs they 
conceive or whatever, these can have very 
immediate repercussions on the above
mentioned objectives. I'll give you a very 
simplified example of two technological 
alternatives, the use of steel or brick in a 
building. In most countries, if you decide on 
steel you are talking about one or two 
industrial complexes in rather centralized 
locations, which will benefit a particular region 
should the demand for that particular com
modity be increased. When one prescribes 
steel, even reinforcing rods, in a construction, 
it is the people in those regions whose incomes 
you are enhancing. Bricks, on the other hand, 
are a material whose manufacture is more 
decentralized, more locally based. We should 
not, however, talk only about creating 
employment and assisting distribution of 
income towards the poorer sections, since one 
could easily imagine a local brick industry 
which is monopolized by a local rural elite. 
One should really go a little bit further, to try 
to discern what type of industry (small scale, 
perhaps even cooperatives) could be deve
loped in the interest of rural populations who 
are without land or who are unemployed 
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With regard to enhancing local organizations, 
the Algerian approach is one option which 
amounts to saying that if there are 'x' number 
of units to build, you use contractors to build 
them. Alternatively, the primary objective 
could be to improve the capacity of the local 
people to do it themselves. Therefore one 
devises a construction project which can be a 
very useful training tool for increasing a 
capacity for decision-making, organizational 
and technical skills. In some ways this turns 
upside down a conventional approach to 
architecture; the architectural product 
becomes secondary whereas the objectives of 
income generation, employment, income dis
tribution and enhancement of local organisa
tional capacity become the primary objec
tive. The architectural product becomes the 
vehicle for achieving it. It is a new challenge 
for architects, because in addition to design 
and technical skills, we must try to develop 
certain skills that until now have been con
sidered the domain of the social scientist 

Chen Zhanxiang 

In the three papers we heard this morning, I 
had the genuine impression that we as archi
tects had raised the question of the role we 
have to play in this changing society. The first 
paper on the Senegal experience impressed 
me enormously, for I said to myself: here is a 
real example of what architects ought to do. 

Many speakers have referred, in a way, to the 
architect's appeal to tradition in building 
monuments, or to an individualistic expression 
in architecture. I feel that architects now are in 
a difficult time. Our role in society is entirely 
different from the architect's role in the past. 
We must step down from our pedestal and 
stop seeing ourselves as some kind of arbi
trator of fate. It's about time we stepped down 
and began to learn from the masses. Now this 
is not an easy process. I've been learning from 
the masses for the last 20 years. I don't think I 
can cheat them much. You see, as much as we 
like to intervene in the environment, the fact is 
that the environment is inspired by people, 
and it is the people with whom we must 
consult in the end. They have the right to 

decide. In order to learn from the people, we 
ought to go a step further. If we really want to 
appreciate, to be sympathetic to, the aspira
tions and the ideals of our people, we not only 
have to learn but be one of them. There is a 
very, very big gap between us. I, for one, 
think I should call myself a member of an 
elite. I find myself obviously quite different 
from people who are, I confess, my com
patriots. I feel quite a difference because of 
the background, and the life-style I have; it's 
so difficult really to understand our people. 
Now we know, I think that we have no right, 
as it were, to speak in place of the people, nor 
to act on their behalf. This is what we have 
been taught all these recent years. To be one 
of our people, is very hard. I can tell you this 
much, it's a very hard experience. I feel that 
although I am now this age, I think I still have 
a hard way to go yet, just to be one of us, in 
the midst of my own people. It's not easy at 
all. 

Now I really take my hat off to Dr. Taylor and 
Mr El Jack, the speakers of the first papers, 

El Jack (!oreglOwld) and B,ian Bwce Tavlor 

Photo C Little/Aga Khan A wmds 



because I feel Mr El Jack really took a great 
interest in solving the problems, the reality of 
a particular country's circumstances. He tried 
hard to solve the problem of spanning a space, 
and ultimately worked out a solution that is 
indigenous to local conditions, and also 
worked out a very careful economic solution. 
You see, this is very important, so significant 
For instance, last year our Architectural 
Society of China has taken an interest in this 
rural architecture that is the kin to the 
cave-dwellings, about which my colleague 
gave a paper a little while ago. We've began to 
take interest in what appears to some of my 
colleagues to be a rather primitive form of 
dwelling. But in these conditions found in 
China, this is the only rational solution to our 
problems. At present there are more archi
tects among us who are gradually becoming 
interested in these types of conditions. I think 
we ought to learn from the speakers of all 
three papers that with their kind of commit
ment and responsibility to a community, to a 
society, we willieam from them how to work 
out a better solution in the interest of those 
people living in that particular sort of environ
ment It's pretty hard. We know very well 
we can have better dwellings other than these 
caves, but this is one solution. 
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Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, 

The seminar on the changing rural habitat 
organised by the Aga Khan Award for Archi
tecture is coming to an end, and I would like 
before anything else to thank the President 
and the members of the Architectural Society 
of China for their courtesy, their hospitality, 
their generosity and the warmth of their 
welcome. It has been for all of us a unique 
experience and I know that in the days ahead 
this experience will be continued and be 
enlarged, and we owe a great debt of gratitude 
to the Architectural Society of China. 

I would also like to take this occasion to thank 
all the men and women who participated in 
organising this seminar. I know that it has 
taken hard work, time, thought, commitment 
and I can imagine the difficulties of assembling 
this number of people, not only in Peking but 
all the way up to Kashgar where this has never 
been done before, and again I would like to 
express my very warm gratitude to everyone 
who has made this possible. 

The case papers that were presented were of a 
remarkably high standard, and I would like to 
thank all those who have taken time and given 
thought to presenting these papers because it 
was their work which has made this debate so 
fruitful; and I hope that in the future seminars 
this is a procedure that we will be able to 
continue because I think it is extremely 
informative and constructive. 

The debate has been interesting and I believe 
that all of us have learned from it, and in 
concluding the seminar I thought I might try 
to highlight some of the important themes that 
have come out of the last three days of 
discussion. I think for all of us this has been a 
first occasion to discuss in an interdisciplinary 
manner, with a multiplicity of inputs, the 
problems of the changing rural habitat. It is an 
international conference which has drawn 
from the experience of a number of countries, 
and I hope that this process of international 
debate, of exchange of thought and of learn
ing, will be repeated and be continued in 
various forums. I think we have learned about 
a lot of questions but I don't think we have 
found many answers. I suspect that what this 
seminar has done is to have highlighted seven 
or eight fundamental issues which all of us 
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would agree are of prime importance for the 
future of the rural habitat. Perhaps the first 
issue is the absence of communication be
tween those who live in the rural areas and 
those who work for its betterment. What I 
mean by communications is the ability of the 
rural population to express itself in a clear 
manner to the people who are planning the 
development of the rural areas, to participate 
fully in the processes which contribute to the 
development programme of the rural areas, 
and then having a chance to evaluate the 
response that these developments produce. I 
think this may well be due to the nature of 
rural society. It is more widely spread; it is less 
vocal in many cases, and it is more difficult for 
urban technocrats to penetrate the thought 
processes, the responses of rural society than if 
you are building for programmes in an urban 
development. I think it is also true that 
international planners and architects commu
nicate more easily amongst themselves than 
they do with the urban population as a whole. 
So maybe the first challenge, if I can call it 
that, which deserves further thought and 
reflection is how to establish better commu
nications between the rural societies that are 
of concern to us, and those who are involved 
in planning the development of the future of 
these societies. 

I think that the second theme which is 
important is the theme of modernity versus 
traditionalism. Our Chinese delegates, and 
delegates from other parts of the world, have 
all emphasized the diversity of the rural 
populations for which we are working, the 
different reactions of these to modernity, and 
many of us have questions as to the speed with 
which, and the totality in which, the rural 
habitat can or should be transformed. 

A third theme, I think, is the one of making 
the rural habitat a desirable place in which to 
live. Here I return to the question of what the 
rural populations consider desirable and I 
have a feeling that their definition of desir
ability may be somewhat different from the 
definition of desirability within an urban 
context. I would think this is an area in which 
greater exchange of information could be 
extremely helpful. 

A fourth theme of concern must be the one of 
cost. Of the projects that we saw, I think very 
few actually were completed within an out
come cost which was the one which was 
originally forecast, and one may "fluff" the 
figures but I don't think that anyone really 
would shy away from the reality of the fact 
that it is exceptionally difficult to build low
cost housing in rural areas in an efficient 
manner. 

A fifth theme which is of concern to all of us 
here, is the diversity of tht( populations for 
which one is building. I am thinking of the 
desirability of enabling those populations to 
express, through the modernization of rural 
society, their own customs, their own tra
ditions, their own habits, their own necessities. 
I was struck by the examples of Sana'a, the 
example of Nubia, the example of Chitral that 
we saw at the last seminar where people tend 
to give their habitat old or new, in the 
countryside those traditional elements of 
design of personal touches which is theirs. It is 
important that that opportunity should be left 
to the rural societies and not simply pushed 
away by the process of modernization. 

Two other themes are highly relevant, one of 
which came out very clearly during this 
seminar, and this was the interface between 
technology, expertise and ideology. These are 
three elements which are key elements in the 
modernization or improvement of the rural 
habitat, but I think it is quite clear that they 
are interfaced, and it would be risky to deal 
with one without appropriate consideration of 
the other. And the last theme is the architect. 
This is the sixth seminar that we have held, 
and at every seminar the architect's role has 
been modified, changed, perhaps even tor
tured. It is a little bit like putty that goes 
around a children's school and every child 
who gets hold of this putty makes a different 
animal out of this putty. But I think in no 
seminar has the role of the architect been 
expanded as it has been in this seminar. I 
think it is interesting to note that probably in 
dealing with the rural habitat, the architects 
themselves will have to take cognizance, will 
have to accept the fact that the criteria for 
designing and planning for the rural habitat 
are totally different from the traditional cri
teria of designing for urban buildings. 
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Those then are some of the themes which I 
felt were predominant in this seminar. If I may 
say so, I think they remain challenges for most 
of us; and rather than having to find solutions, 
if these challenges are at least better per
ceived, better understood, then one could 
hope that this seminar will have contributed to 
the establishment of wider bases, for the 
future transformations of the rural habitat. 

I would like to close this seminar by repeating 
the Award's and my very sincere gratitude to 

the Architectural Society of China, and to 
express to them my personal hope that this 
will not be the last time that they will be 
associated with such seminars, and that they 
will accept to send representatives to future 
seminars when we will be discussing, of 
course, other subjects, but in which we will 
look forward to their participation and to 
learning from them continuously. I wish you 
good health, happiness and thank you for 
three interesting days. 
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