
We have long been looking forward to our 
first visit to Indonesia and its famed capital 
of Jakarta; the warmth of our welcome here 
has more than equaled our expectations. We 
are sincerely honoured that His Excellency 
the Vice President of Indonesia has con
sented to preside at the seminar's opening 
function, and that His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan has joined 
us. Not only is he a distinguished guest, but 
a highly qualified seminar participant; his 
experience in developing housing projects in 
Jordan will be of great interest to us all. To 
these and to all our distinguished guests, it is 
an honour and a personal pleasure to wel
come you to a seminar which will discuss 
one of the most pressing issues in the world, 
and the Islamic world in particular: housing. 

As the Imam of a widespread Muslim com
munity, I have been exposed to and involved 
with many types of building in many parts 
of the Muslim world. I have had direct 
exposure to the difficulties of meeting 
development requirements appropriately, 
and have seen how similar problems are 
faced in disparate areas. Thus, through 
direct personal experience and by observing 
the work of others, I have come to the 
conclusion that the Islamic world is at the 
brink: it balances precariously between 
destroying much of the past and, perhaps 
even worse, committing its future built 
environment to a direction which has been 
insufficiently considered and insufficiently 
prepared. 

I do not wish to imply that there is only one 
problem, or only one answer to it; nor do I 
wish to suggest that a narrow-minded 
solution such as mimicking our great archi
tectural traditions will bring light out of the 
darkness. I have created the Aga Khan 
Award for Architecture in order to provoke, 
to mobilize and to premiate a questioning 
and a thinking process, a reaction to a 
direction which I believe we in the Muslim 
world have taken without sufficient fore
thought and attention. 

We are faced today with buildings which 
obviously do not reflect or respond to 
Islamic tradition, thought or ways of life, 
either historical or contemporary. Informa
tion about Islamic architectural traditions, 
physical and social characteristics, cultural 
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accomplishments and contemporary yearn
ings is scattered and scarce. There is a 
serious paucity of men and women able to 
understand and resolve the practical, cul
tural, social and aesthetic needs of an 
evolving Muslim world. Of immediate sig
nificance to the built environment is the fact 
that architects, both Muslim and non
Muslim professionals working in the Islamic 
world, lack cultural and historical training. 
Finally, these professionals are hampered by 
the lack of contact between scholars, his
torians, sociologists and design profes
sionals. If we acknowledge that we face 
these problems, then we also face a chal
lenge: to take stock of the present situation, 
to seek out and develop solutions and to 
motivate and assist in their implementation. 

The Award's Steering Committee decided 
that organizing a series of seminars in a 
number of areas of concern would help 
focus attention upon this multifaceted 
challenge. The seminars, each in a different 
region and treating a different topic, would 
draw together a varied group of experts and 
policy makers. This would also help us 
develop criteria for the Master Jury, who 
will be responsible for selecting those 
projects worthy of recognition and reward. 

The first seminar was held a year ago at my 
own Secretariat in France. It reviewed the 
major causes and effects of architectural 
transformation in the Islamic world. Al
though many points of view were presented, 
the overwhelming consensus held that the 
genius of historic Islamic architecture is 
often obscured, even buried beneath alien 
cultures and modern technology. The 
seminar served to confirm the long-term 
objective of the Award, which is to provide 
an environment which future generations of 
Muslims will recognize as their own. 

The second seminar, held in Istanbul, dealt 
with the issue of conservation and restora
tion. It highlighted the fact that there is 
enough technical knowledge to save and 
restore individual buildings, but conserving 
and reanimating a whole area or neigh
bourhood requires decisions at all levels of 
government or public administration. The 
seminar also identified the pressures caused 
by an unintended influx of population; as a 
variety of new groups settle in overwhelming 
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numbers, they catalyze or escalate the 
deterioration of historic areas. Planning 
agencies did not recognize that it was the 
prospect of employment which attracted 
these multitudes to the already available 
housing stock which had been abandoned by 
the emigration of the elite from the urban 
centres. The very problem of successful 
conservation of historic centres was part of a 
larger issue: the provision of services for 
alternative housing for at least a part of the 
new urban popUlation. 

The present seminar, which has gathered 
some of the most eminent thinkers and 
policy makers in the field of housing, must 
address a much wider problem. We are 
looking to the seminar discussions for ways 
in which the Award for housing can en
courage planners to seek new means of 
solving this great contemporary dilemma. It 
is my hope that these four days will be as 
fruitful for the seminar participants as they 
will be for the Steering Committee. How
ever, the dilemma is greater than this. We 
want to identify specific housing problems 
and solutions which are appropriate to 
contemporary Islamic societies, and develop 
models which could be replicated in concept 
if not in design elsewhere in the Islamic 
world. 

Why is this- seminar on housing being held 
in Jakarta? One important reason is that 
Indonesia is the most populous country in 
the Muslim world and, like others, it has 
had to come to terms with the fact that there 
are no easy answers to the housing question. 
In its Third National Plan, Indonesia's three 
major objectives are the provision of 
san dang (clothing), pangan (food) and 
papan (shelter): these basic goals are con
sistent with the aims of other developing 
nations. In the area of housing Indonesia 
can boast several viable approaches, which 
we hope to learn more about during the 
course of the seminar. 

Indonesia is already noteworthy for the 
practical, economical and workable solu
tions developed through the initiative of the 
Jakarta municipal government. In addition 
to extensive construction of low and middle 
income housing schemes, a concerted effort 
has been made to utilize already existing 
shelters by providing the inhabitants with 
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the basic municipal services of water, streets 
and sewage disposal. This local programme 
has attracted international attention and 
financial support from such institutions as 
the World Bank, the United Nations and the 
Asian Development Bank. We can learn 
much from such a programme: we can 
examine and commend its cost-effectiveness 
and impact on its own society, and consider 
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how such a programme may serve as a 
model for other rapidly urbanizing centres 
of the Islamic world. 

The remaining two seminars to be held 
before the Aga Khan Award for Archi
tecture is given in 1980 will have the follow
ing issues as their central theme: "Archi
tecture as Symbol and Self-Identity," and 
"Major Public Buildings and Spaces." The 
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seminar series is designed to complement the 
aims of the Award itself, which is intended 
to encourage an understanding and aware
ness of the strength and diversity of Muslim 
cultural traditions. When combined with an 
enlightened use of modern technology for 
contemporary society, this will result in 
more appropriate buildings for the Islamic 
world of tomorrow. 
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I invite you to join me in expressing syukur 
and praise to God Almighty, for permitting 
us to assemble here for such a momentous 
occasion. 

When I was initially informed about this 
seminar, two things intrigued me: the name 
of the Award and its famous benefactor, and 
the title of the seminar. To many of us in 
southeast Asia, the prominent name of His 
Highness the Aga Khan has been associated 
primarily with the man who is the most 
distinguished leader of the Ismaili com
munity. Now, with great admiration and 
appreciation, we may also think of him as 
an industrious patron of world culture. The 
establishment of the Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture is a noble and righteous 
venture. It is part of a Foundation that aims 
to encourage the best possible designs in 
architecture and building, in the broadest 
sense. May Allah return such a noble 
gesture with His rachmat and hidayat to His 
Highness and his family. 

I find the theme of this seminar, "Housing, 
Process and Physical Form," to be relevant 
indeed to the problems which so many 
developing countries are facing at present. 
We are all aware that next to food and 
clothing, housing is one of the basic needs of 
mankind; as such it poses immense problems 
for these countries, and presents a formid
able challenge. 

In the realm of housing and architecture, 
Indonesia can boast a varied array. The 
many styles of traditional Indonesian houses 
reflect the individual identities of the 
numerous ethnic groups which comprise our 
one nation of Indonesia. The architecture of 
traditional houses in this country is a living 
reality, as important as the local languages, 
music, dances and all other art forms. The 
existence of such a variety of cultural 
expressions is reflected in the Indonesian 
motto Bhineka Tunggai Ika, which means 
"Unity in Diversity." 

Housing in the context of architectural 
aesthetics, which we treasure as an in
valuable part of our cultural heritage, lies in 
a different sphere from housing which is 
part of the life of the people with whose 
welfare we are most concerned. Because of 
this, I sincerely welcome the decision of the 
Award Steering Committee that this seminar 
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be held in Jakarta. I hope that the brief 
presence in this country of the assembled 
distinguished delegates will lead to a better 
understanding of housing problems in all 
developing countries; the situation in 
Indonesia can serve as an example. 

Our attention in housing is directed pri
marily toward the low income group, which 
is the greatest part of our popUlation. Most 
of them live in rural areas, a smaller number 
in urban centres. In the rural areas, the 
prevailing problem is not so much a paucity 
of houses as a need to improve sanitary 
conditions. In the urban areas, the problem 
is a density of population which has so 
deteriorated the environment that it has 
become almost uninhabitable. An unhealthy 
environment can only have disastrous 
sociological consequences. 

Part of the assistance which the government 
of Indonesia provides the low income group 
is the encouragement and development of 
active community participation, to improve 
housing in both urban and rural areas. In 
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addition to providing information and 
training, the government also supplies ample 
inexpensive building materials and other 
incentives. Construction of low cost housing 
has been intensified in recent years. To 
facilitate housing ownership, the govern
ment has made loan money available at a 
low five percent interest rate, with a twenty 
year repayment schedule. 

The measurements adopted for the basic 
government-financed low cost housing 
scheme satisfy minimal human require
ments: a forty square metre unit on an 
eighty square metre plot, plus the necessary 
common open spaces. The government 
endeavours to execute housing and en
vironmental improvement programmes 
without incurring mandatory relocation of 
people. Urban renewal is undertaken as 
required to improve the functioning of a city 
and to contribute to its development. For 
example, efforts might be taken to increase 
the area's capacity to accommodate more 
inhabitants; this can be done through the 
introduction of low cost multi-story hous-
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ing. Four-story housing units with floor 
areas of forty square metres are considered 
acceptable. 

The construction of multi-story houses 
makes more space available for footpaths, 
drainage, sewerage and other on-site 
services. But the population in much of 
Indonesia is already so dense that multi
story housing may not sufficiently alleviate 
the population problem, and it may there
fore be necessary to move people to the 
town fringes and create new satellite towns. 
However, this can only be done in a 
large-scale, comprehensive manner, in order 
to ensure that people will have easy access to 
all necessary facilities. The government 
plans the transmigration of 500,000 families 
from overpopulated Java, Madura and Bali 
to the less densely populated areas. 
Approximately 250 resettlement areas will 
be prepared, comprising 600,000 hectares of 
dry land and 200,000 hectares of reclaimed 
land. This programme includes the con
comitant construction of infrastructure: 
roads, irrigation, school buildings, housing, 
health centres, markets, mosques, etc. 

The provision of healthy housing and 
environment in both new and existing areas 
is part of a desire to preserve a diversified 
but balanced community. This means that 
all levels of society would eventually be 
improved through government-assisted 
programmes, although the low income 
group is the primary beneficiary of gov
ernment action in the housing sphere. 
Development activities in Indonesia have 
begun down-to-earth programmes such as 
urban kampong improvement. This will 
include first-time provision of potable water 
in some 150 cities. In the next five years, the 
government will also attempt to build 
150,000 low cost units in approximately one 
hundred cities, and to conduct rural housing 
improvement programmes in six thousand 
villages. It is gratifying to learn that an 
international body such as the Award Steer
ing Committee acknowledges Indonesia's 
efforts to improve the living conditions of its 
population. 
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Islam is a living, vital culture in Indonesia. 
Numerically, our country has the largest 
Muslim population in the world. The tenets 
makrifatullah (know God), makrifattunafsi 
(know yourself), makrifattunas (know your 
fellow man) and makrifattulkaum (know 
your environment) are perhaps as applicable 
to habitations and planning as they are to 
religion. We should remind ourselves of the 
Koranic sura Al Qasas, which urges us not 
to neglect the lot of our fellow man and to 
refrain from creating mischief in the en
vironment. If such spiritual guidance is 
broadly and wisely interpreted and under
stood, inshallah it will have tangible and 
positive results. I hope the dialogues of the 
next few days can develop some feasible 
solutions in the all-important realm of 
housing. On behalf of the Ministry of Public 
Works, I wish the seminar success. 



I wish to join Dr. Hadjisaroso in expressing 
my appreciation and admiration of His 
Highness the Aga Khan as the world's most 
distinguished patron and benefactor of 
Islamic culture, and of Islamic architecture 
in particular. I am also gratified to acknowl
edge the honour for Indonesia to be chosen 
as the venue of this international seminar on 
housing, the third in a series preceding the 
initial presentation of the Aga Khan Award 
for Architecture. 

It is a platitude to say that housing is one of 
the primary needs of a developing nation 
Nevertheless, this statement deserves re
iteration here because of the seriousness of 
the housing problems faced by the Gov
ernment and the people of Indonesia. With a 
popUlation of about 140 million, an annual 
growth rate of approximately 2.4 percent 
and an average per capita income of $200 
U.S., exceptionally great efforts are neces
sary if the annual demand for over a half 
million new housing units is to be met. 
Housing is one of the biggest challenges in 
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the development plans for our country, and 
one which requires strong political will, a 
firm organization, good management and a 
sizable capital for its solution. However 
large the gap between actual needs and our 
potentialities, the challenge has to be met 
boldly and squarely. 

It is with these considerations that I 
welcome the present seminar to Indonesia. 
The stimulus which His Highness has 
catalyzed with the Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture is of great significance in 
attracting the highest skills and the brightest 
minds to help solve this immense problem. 

The implementation of our Five Year 
National Development Plans has often been 
criticized as being of immediate benefit to 
the rich only, with much less impact on the 
lot of the common people. In other words, it 
is said that our economic development of 
the past decade has actually widened the gap 
between the rich and the poor, the rich 
becoming richer and the poor making very 
slow material progress. This discrepancy is 

also apparent in the size, quality and 
housing style of the two popUlation groups. 

I sincerely hope that this seminar will 
encourage our engineers and architects to 
put greater emphasis upon housing for the 
poor rather than for the rich. I shall not 
deny that it is extremely difficult to design 
low cost housing units which are simul
taneously of good quality and are aestheti
cally pleasing. But I am confident that no 
self-respecting engineer or architect will 
derive satisfaction and pride from his work 
if no challenges have had to be met. 

I do not think I have to point out that 
Islam, as one of the great religions in the 
world, is more concerned with helping the 
poor and the needy rather than the rich and 
the comfortable. In this light, I suggest that 
the spirit of Islam be the spirit of this 
seminar. With this high hope and with 
prayers for the Blessings of Allah, 
subbhanawata'alla, I extend my warmest 
welcome to the participants of this seminar. 


