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Foreword

The role of most architectural awards is celebrating an architect’s work or project at a given moment
in history. The Aga Khan Award for Architecture goes beyond this, seeking to trigger debate and
reflection on the built environment and play a positive part in improving it for generations to come.
The award recognises work that addresses specific societal needs as well as wider contemporary
concerns, and understands that successful projects are the outcome of a long and complex process
of negotiation and collaboration between many different parties – between clients, planners,
architects and craftsmen.

Every three years an independent master jury is confronted with between 300 and 500 projects
that, taken together, represent the current state of the built environment in Muslim societies.
The jury’s first task is to shortlist a number of projects to be reviewed on site by technical experts.
Six months later, the jury meets again to hear the findings of the reviewers and make a final
selection of the projects that will share the prize money of US$500,000. 

In this 10th award cycle a shortlist of 27 was narrowed down, during a week of deliberations, 
to a total of nine winning projects. As an aid to this process, the 2007 master jury drew up a series
of keywords that marked the important issues they felt the projects should address: Collaboration,
Education, Excellence, Sustainability, Sensitivity to Context, Negotiations, Changing the Status Quo,
Interventions, Coherences, Transformations, Broader Context, Process, Architectural Ethnography,
Affective Contribution, New Models of Urbanism, Accretive Urbanisation, Humane Urban Density,
Dialogic umma, Contemporaneity, Translation and Transition.

These topics provided a basis for assessing the projects, though the list was continually added to as
the specificities of each project raised further issues for consideration. Homi K. Bhabha’s introductory
essay elaborates on the jury’s analytical tools, describing the thinking behind the selection process
of the 10th award cycle. The introduction is followed by the master jury’s official statement, detailed
project descriptions and the jury’s citations for all the winning projects. 

The second section of the book encapsulates views and ideas that some members of the steering
committee have been developing through this award cycle. Mohsen Mostafavi’s article defines the
notion of an ecological urbanism, Farshid Moussavi writes about cosmopolitanism and architecture,
Omar Akbar speculates on the role of the city as a repository for collective memory, Modjtaba Sadria
describes the multiple modernities that exist simultaneously in our complex world, and Billie Tsien
looks at the effect that winning the award has had on the careers of younger architects. In
addition, there are articles by members of the jury further elaborating their rationale in selecting
the winning projects.

The last section of the book puts the award into context, offering an overview of 30 years of
premiated projects as well as the award’s other activities – the publications, presentations, seminars
and events through which it has created opportunities for communicating architectural issues and
sharing knowledge across the globe.

The world’s largest prize for architecture, the Aga Khan Award for Architecture is a programme
of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, an organisation dedicated to revitalising culture and the built
environment and improving the overall quality of life in societies where Muslims have a significant
presence. The Aga Khan Trust for Culture is part of the Aga Khan Development Network, a family
of institutions created by His Highness the Aga Khan with distinct yet complementary mandates
to improve the welfare and prospects of people in countries in the developing world, particularly
in Asia and Africa.     
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