
Chapter VIII.

THE ENVIRONS OF FATEHPUR-SIKRI

General

1640

NIanrique: 153

I started from this place for the city of Biana when the day settled

upon arrived. I travelled continuously past villages and fertile fields

filled at that season with different kinds of grain, which showed the

proximity of the harvest by their waving yellow ears, swayed by the gentle,

pleasant breeze: and the traveller, cheered by this sight, was diverted

from those sombre thoughts which are ever within us, those secret compan-

ions of the soul. No less did the numerous gardens and country houses of

many of the great men at the Court attract attention, as in them what was

lacking in nature had been supplemented by a happy combination of artifi-

cial arrangement.

Along this same route we passed through the City of Fateapur, once the

second capital of the Rulers of the Mogol Monarchy.

1783

Hodges: 129

On the 23d we encamped near the town of Futtypoor Sicri. The country

here resembled, in most respects, that which we had just past [sic]. It is

an immense plain, bounded to the southward by a range of hills; not a shrub

was to be seen; and the heat still continued to increase. The soil, I ob-

served was light, and almost as fine as hair-powder. It is impossible to

describe the disagreeable effects which this circumstance produces, when

this fine dust is taken up by the hot winds from the westward: the indif-

ferent water too, with which the whole country abounds, must necessarily

render the situation unhealthy.
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1783

Hodges: 131

The town of Futtypoor Sicri, which lay under the hills I have before

mentioned, is considerable, and the country immediately near it is in tol-

erable cultivation.... Throughout this part of the country the water is

very bad, except at the mosque, where it is quite the contrary, the wells

being sunk considerably lower than usual, in fact, below the depth where

the salt-petre is generated.

1853

Taylor: 126

We ascended to the summit of the great gateway, for the sake of the

panoramic view of Futtehpore-Sikree, and the adjacent country. It is a

vast plain, and our horizon was described by a radius of twenty miles--a

circle of fresh wheat-fields, dotted with mango-groves, and now and then

the blue gleam of a river or irrigating canal. There were some low hills

in the west, and the famous citadel of Bhurtpore, in that direction, was

barely visible. The country, though less garden-like, reminded me of the

plain of the Nile. A few years ago it was all an uncultivated waste. Mr.

Thomasson, the late Lieutenant-Governor of the north-western provinces,

happening to be at Futtehpore-Sikree one day, heard a native say that in

Akbar's time, the country was annually overflowed, so that the palace was

in the midst of a lake. "Well," said Mr. T., "I will overflow it, too."

And he ordered the banks of a small river, which flows into the Jumna near

Bhurtpore, to be cut away, so that, when the rainy season came, the water

spread over about twenty square miles of land. That year the natives had

crops such as had never been heard of in those parts, but they had also a

fever, which carried off eight hundred persons. However, the Governor made

his work good, by cutting a canal to take off the inundation, and now the

region has regained its health, and kept its big crops into the bargain.

Bazaar

1584

Fitch: 18

Between Agra and Fatepore are 12 miles, and all the way is a market of

victuals and other things, as full as though a man were still in a towne,

and so many people as if a man were in a market.... Hither is a great
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resort of marchants from Persia and out of India, and very much marchandise

of silke and cloth, and of precious stones, both rubies, diamants, and

pearles.

Bustan Sara'i (Kiraoli)

992/1584

AN: III,644

In this commencement of fortune there arrived the New Year with fresh

achievements of Fortune conjoined with eternity, and another joy was

imparted to the new generation of mankind. The leafless ones of creation

had a novel glory.

Verse

You complained of the coming of leaf-shedding Bahman.
Look up and behold the garden for Bahman is in flight.
Hark to the thunder, verily 'tis the sound of the tabor.
The world holds a bridal, and the garden comes in bridal dress.

The imperial artificers gave profound attention to the adornment of the

palace, and made the preparations for the festival in an excellent manner.

The feast of joy was prepared on 25 Isfandarmaz in the garden which had

been made by H.H. Miriam-Makani four kos from Fathpur. Many secluded la-

dies were received in that pleasure-house. When four minutes of the night

of Wednesday, 8 Rabi'-al-awwal 992, 10 or 11 March 1584, had passed, the

world-illuminating sun bestowed a fresh glory on the Sign of Aries, and the

rosy hue of uniformity decked the face of day and night (the equinox). The

fifth year of the third cycle began, and the world had new splendour. Also

on this day the Khan A azim [sic] M. Koka arrived from Hajipur and did

homage, and increased the joy. On the 15th (Farwardin) there was a great

feast in the special garden (Bagh Khasa) and crowds of men attained their

desires. From the time of entry (of the sun) to that of exaltation (19

Farwardin) there was a great festival every day, and the Shahinshah grati-

fied the wishes of high and low.

1028/1619

TJ: 11,75-76

As the praise of the garden of Nur-manzil and the buildings that had

been newly-erected there continually reached me, I // on Monday mounted my

steed, and went to the stage of Bustansaray, and passed Tuesday in pleasure

and at ease in that entrancing rose-garden.
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1053/1643

PN: II,344

On the 20th [of the month of ShaCban], having departed from the garden

of Nur Manzil they set the exalted camp [of Shah Jahan] in Bustan Saray.

1054/1645
PN: II,407

On the 28th [of Dhu'l-QaCda Shah Jahan went] to Bustan Saray and the

next day the blessed arrival took place in Fathpur where he stayed for one

day.

1825

Heber: 11,349-50

January 18.--We went on this morning to Futtehpoor-sicri, about ten

miles, through a verdant and tolerably well-cultivated country, but with

few trees. We passed Kerowlee, a small town, with a ruined rampart and

towers, seated on a low gravelly hill, with a few poor attempts at gardens

round it. The country all seemed to have benefited greatly by the late

rain, which is still standing in pools in many parts of the road. There

had, indeed, been more, and more recent rain here than what we saw // in

Delhi.

Dair

981/1573-74

T: II,174

On the 16th of Shavval of this year the Emperor determined on a pilgrimage

to Ajmir intending to pray for assistance in the conquest of Bengal. At

the village of Dair, which is four cosses from Fathpur, his reverence the

refuge of direction, and possessor of saintship, Khwajah CAbd-ush-shahid,

grandson of Khwajah Ahrar (may God sanctify his tomb!), made intercession

for the release of Mirza Sharaf-ud-din Husain, but was refused. Although

the Emperor did not neglect any marks of due honour and respect, and pub-

licly even read the Fatihah, still his reverence felt much grief at the

refusal, and went away much saddened.

199



THE ENVIRONS OF FATEHPUR-SIKRI

981/1574

TA: II,426-27

When the village of Dair became the encamping ground of the noble and grand

army, he stayed there till the 20th of the month. One day at this place,

His Holiness, the giver of religious guidance Khwaja 'Abd-ush-shahid,

grandson of His Holiness, Khwaja Nasir-ud-din Abd-ul-lah Ahrar, came to

the gate of the high mansion with the intention of offering his prayers.

When he came, he like all men dismounted from his horse, at the gate of the

outer apartment. By accident however, His Majesty from the top of the bal-

cony saw the auspicious countenance of His Holiness the Khwaja, who was

standing on foot at the gate. He immediately sent Sadiq Khan // who was in

attendance in the sacred precincts of the pavilion of honour, to go and

welcome the Khwaja, and with great respect sent the message, that it was

proper that whenever he came to the palace, he would come up to it without

dismounting. When Sadiq Khan conveyed this message, the Khwaja said with

great respect, that no one went mounted to his own garden, and he went on

foot as before. His Majesty met the Khwaja with truth and courtesy, and

omitted no minutiae in showing him respect, and after a short time, His

Holiness the Khwaja went away, after offering the prayer of farewell.

An order was issued at this halting place of Dair that Dilawar Khan,

with the help of Yesawals (orderlies) should guard all cultivated lands

adjacent to the camp; and in addition to this, trustworthy men were ap-

pointed, who should after the army should have passed on, carefully inspect

all cultivated lands which should have been trampled upon, and damaged; and

should calculate (and deduct) the amount of the injury from the demands of

the treasury. This rule was followed in all expeditions.

Gang Mahal

987/1579-80

AH: III,581

One of the occurrences was the testing of the silent of speech (khamu-

shan-i-goya). There was a great meeting, and every kind of enlightenment

was discussed. In the 24th Divine year H.M. said that speech came to every

tribe from hearing, and that each remembered from another from the begin-

ning of existence. If they arranged that human speech did not reach them,

they certainly would not have the power of speech. If the fountain of

speech bubbled over in one of them, he would regard this as Divine speech,
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and accept it as such. As some who heard this appeared to deny it, he, in

order to convince them, had a serai built in a place which civilized sounds

did not reach. The newly born were put into that place of experience, and

honest and active guards were put over them. For a time tongue-tied (zaban

basta) wetnurses were admitted there. As they had closed the door of

speech, the place was commonly called the Gang Mahal (the dumb-house).

987/1579-80

ET: 11,296

At this time they brought a man to Court, who had no ears nor any trace

of the orifices of the ear. In spite of this he heard everything that was

said to him, though the place of the ears was quite level. And in this

year, in order to verify the circumstances of this case, an order was is-

sued that several suckling infants should be kept in a secluded place far

from habitations, where they should not hear a word spoken. Well-disci-

plined nurses were to be placed over them, who were to refrain from giving

them any instruction in speaking, so as to test the accuracy of the Tradi-

tion which says: "Every one that is born is born in a state of nature," by

ascertaining what religion and sect these infants would incline to, and

above all what creed they would repeat. To carry out this order about

twenty sucklings were taken from their mothers, for a consideration in

money, and were placed in an empty house, which got the name of "Dumb-

house." After three or four years they all turned out dumb, and the appel-

lation of the place turned out prophetic. Many of these sucklings became

the nurselings of mother earth:--

"My mother is earth, and I am a suckling,
The propensity of children for their mother is not strange.
Soon will it be that resting from trouble
I shall fall drunk with sleep on my mother's bosom."

1633

Peter Mundy: 1i,227

Within 3 Course of Futtapore, there is a ruinated buildinge, named

Gonga [gunga, dumb] Mohol, that is, the howse of the dumbe, built by Kinge

Ecbar of purpose, where hed cawsed litle Children to be brought upp by dumb

Nurses to knowe what language they would naturally speake; but it is said

that in a long time they spake nothing att all.
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Gardens

1610

Finch: 149

To the entrance of the gate from Agra, some course in length upon a stony

ascent, lie the ruines of the suburbs; as also without the southwest gate

for two English miles in length, many faire buildings being fallen to the

ground; and on the left hand are many faire enclosed gardens, three miles

alongst from the citie.

1633

Peter Mundy: 11,230

Likewise a Parke or meadowe walled in, wherein were severall beasts.

Amonge the rest Nilgaues, a kind of deere as high as a good Colte or Mule

with short homes.

Gharibkhana

986/1578-79

AN: I,381

One of the occurrences was the laying the foundation of poor-houses.

From abundant graciousness and kindness an order was given to the workmen

that they should erect sarais in the various quarters of the capital, and

make them over to benevolent and generous persons so that the poor and

needy of the world might have a home without having to look for it, or to

endure the pain of waiting. In a short space of time the orders were ad-

mirably carried out, and those without resources enjoyed the comforts of a

home in a foreign land.

988/1580

TA: II,519

It was at this time, one day, at the time of eating and drinking, when

various viands were placed on the table of plenty, it occurred to the

emperor's mind, which was the seat of inspiration, that in all probability

the eyes of a hungry man should have fallen on the viands. How then could

it be right, that he should partake of them, and the hungry should have no-

thing? He accordingly ordered that every day a certain number of hungry

persons should be fed out of the food prepared for him, and then it should

be served for him.
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991/1583

MT: 11,334

In the same year His Majesty built outside the town two places for

feeding poor Hindus and Musalmans, one of them being called Khairpurah, and

the other Dharmpurah. Some of Abu-l-Fazl's people were put in charge of

them. They spent His Majesty's money in feeding the poor. As an immense

number of Jogis also flocked to this establishment, a third place was

built, which got the name of Jogipurah.

Khanva

1825

Heber: 11,355

January 19.--We rode this morning ten miles through a tolerably-culti-

vated country, but strangely overspread with ruins, to a large dilapidated

village named Khanwah. In our way we had a heavy shower of rain, and rain

continued to fall at intervals through the greater part of the day. On my

arrival at Khanwah, I found that this place, though laid down in Arrow-

smith's map as within the British boundary, was in truth a part of the ter-

ritory of Bhurtpoor, and that for the two following marches I should also

be under the Raja's authority.

Pirghayb

989/1582

AN: 111,553

One of the occurrences was the coming of Masum K. Farankhudi to court.

In the middle of Bahman that wanderer in ruin's wilderness came to Fathpur.

Inasmuch as his infatuation was not yet laid, he did not bring the face of

supplication to the threshold of fortune, but chose a place outside the

city near the shrine of the hidden saint [Pirghaib].
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'A Place Four Kuruhs from Fatehpur-Sikri-

983/1575

TQ: 207

On the 12th of Rajab in the year 983 (1575) Nawab Sulayman Mirza reached

the dargah of the Sultan of Sultans (Akbar). When he came to the city of

Mathura, which is 15 kurohs from Fathabad Sikri, His Majesty the Khaqan of

the Age (Akbar) sent some of the great lords and nobles out to meet him and

they gave congratulations on his auspicious arrival. His Majesty the favor-

spreading Khaqan Akbar also went out along the road three or four kurohs

from Fathabad Sikri. They decorated both sides of the road for these three

or four kurohs with rows of jewelled elephants wearing chawkandidars (how-

dahs?) and cheetahs with golden collars and coverings of European velvet

and gold cloth.

987/1580

AN: 111,410-12

One of the occurrences was the return of Mir Abu Turab from the Hijaz.

It has been stated that he had been appointed to the high office of leader

of the pilgrims. At this time news came that he had completed his journey

and was bringing an impression of the Prophet's foot; may the Peace of God

be upon him and on his family! He represented that this impression was the

fellow (ham- // dast) of that which Saiyid Jalal Bokhari brought to Delhi

in the reign of Sultan Firuz. Although the Asylum of the Faith (Dinpanah)

knew that the thing was not genuine--and acute experts have shown its fal-

sity-yet from profound observance of the veil he regarded the respect due

to that nobleman of lofty lineage, and gloriously exhibited his administra-

tion of justice. An order was issued that the caravan should halt four kos

from the capital. The court artificers prepared a delightful dwelling (for

Akbar), and the Shahinshah came there with the great officers (nuyian) and

the men of learning, and // he laid that piece of stone on his sky-touching

shoulder and carried it for some paces. The stages were arranged, and the

officers placed the stone on the head of reverence and conveyed it in turn

to the capital. In accordance with instructions they placed it in the

Mir's house. All this honour was done out of abundant perceptiveness, re-

spect and appreciation, and wide toleration, in order that the reverence

due to that simple-minded Saiyid might not be spilt on the ground, and that

jovial critics might not break out into smiles. Immediately the cup of the

fancy of the short-thoughted was filled with dust, and the wicked and sedi-
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tious sank into the pit of shame. The vain thinkers and ill-conditioned

ones who had been agitated on account of the inquiries into the proofs of

prophecy, and the passing of nights (in discussion), and the doubts--of

which books of theology (kalami kutub) are full--were at once made infamous

in the market of ashamedness, while those who had spoken idly and foolishly

of the semblance of religion and piety in the spiritual and temporal pon-

tiff, became ruined in realm and religion. The agitation of that day casts

no cloud on the inner mind of that banquet-adorner of world-knowledge, nor

has he any delight to-day from the fact of that crew's having sunk their

heads in the collar of shame! The plant of the power of such a whole-

hearted one increases from day to day, and from time to time fresh fortune

brings the news of success. Profundity of thought always prevails, and the

wonders of fortune increase watchfulness.

Verse

Ever march along the road of nobleness,
Ever cheerfully imprint the page of Time,
Casting a frank glance on the horizons,
Regarding as a spectacle the ways of the world.

989/1581

AN: II,548

On 19 Azar, after ten months, he glorified the capital by his advent.

Verse

A breeze of joy comes from Fathpur,
For my King returns from a long journey.
What bliss is his advent, for from every heart
Thousands of rejoicings come forth.
O Faizi, glorious be his arrival to a world.
For a world comes into his presence.

On this day of joy the great officers, the loyal servants, and others

were drawn up in two sides of the way for a distance of four kos from the

city. The mountain-like elephants stood there in their majesty. The Khe-

dive of the world proceeded on his way on a heaven-like elephant, attended

by the "Avaunt" of the Divine Halo. The obedient princes moved on in their

order. Many grandees proceeded in front of the mace-bearers (yesawalan).

The panoply was there in its splendour and was followed by various offi-

cers. The noise of the drums and the melodies of the magician-like musi-

cians gave forth news of joy. Crowds of men were gathered in astonishment

on the roofs and at the doors. At the end of the day he sate in the lofty

hall (daulatkhana) on the throne of sovereignty. He dispensed justice by

rewarding the loyal and punishing the hostile and made the increase of do-
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minion and success a vehicle for worship and supplication.

990/1582

MT: 11,320

At this time, Shah Abu Turab, and Itimad Khan Gujrati, who had been

together on a journey to Hijaz, returned, and brought with them a stone of

very great weight, which required a very strong-bodied elephant to lift it.

A foot-print was clearly to be seen on it, and Shah Abu Turab, declared it

to be the impression of the foot of the Prophet (God bless him and his

family and give them peace):--

"On the tablet at the head of our grave,
We have engraved thy image.
Until the day of the resurrection
Our head and thy foot are together."

The Emperor went a distance of four cosses to meet it, and commanded

the Amirs to carry it by turns a few steps, and in this manner they brought

it to the city.

990/1582

TA: 11,557-58

And at this time Mir Abu Turab and Itmad Khan who had gone together to

the auspicious house (i.e., to KaCaba [sic]) arrived at the threshold of

firmament like splendour, and were honoured by being allowed to kiss the

ground..... //

Mirza Abu Turah [sic] had brought a stone, and he said that the print

of the auspicious feet of his Holiness the asylum of prophetship, may the

blessings of God be on him, and His peace! was on it. His Majesty went

four karohs to receive the foot print, and showed every honour and respect

to the stone. An order was passed, that all the amirs should carry that

foot print on his shoulder, and each one should carry it a few steps, and

in this way each one in turn held it, till they brought it into the city.

'A Place Five Kuruhs from Fatehpur-Sikri'

983/1575

NT: 11,218-19

On the 15th of Rajab Mirza Sulaiman reached the neighborhood of Fathpur;

and first of all the nobles, and magnates of the Court, and the pillars of

the State, and afterwards the Emperor himself, with the assembled Amirs //
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went out five cosses to meet him. And on that day 5,000 elephants, some

with housings of European velvet, and some with Turkish cloth of gold, and

some with chains of gold and of silver, and with black and white fringes

hung on their heads and necks, were drawn up in line on both sides: also

Arabian and Persian horses with golden saddles of like splendour. And

between each pair of elephants they placed a car of cheetahs with golden

collars, and coverings of velvet and fine linen, and an oxen-car with fil-

lets of embroidered gold. And the whole face of the wilderness, in this

manner, became like a vision of Spring, and the desert and hill-country

like the reflection of a tulip-bed. And when he saw the Emperor afar off,

he alighted without hesitation from his horse, and ran forward to meet him

with salams. The Emperor with politeness quickly descended from his saddle

to the ground, and would not permit him to pay any of the formal acts of

politeness, and customary humiliations. After embracing him he remounted,

and ordered that he should ride with him, and occupied himself in making

the kindest enquiries after his welfare.

983/1575

TA: II,476-78

In short, Mirza Sulaiman rested for two or three days in the metropo-

litan city of Lahore; and then came towards the capital (Fathpur Sikri).

When he arrived in the town of Mathura, which was at a distance of twenty

karohs from Fathpur, Tarsun Muhammad Khan, who was included in the class of

the great amirs and Qazi Nizam Badakhshi, to whom Mirza Sulaiman had given

the title of Qazi Khan, and who having joined the service of the emperor,

had attained to the title of Ghazi Khan, and some account of whose affairs

has already been mentioned, were sent to welcome him. It was settled that

the Mirza would arrive and wait on His Majesty on the 15th of the month of

Rajab, 983 A.H. corresponding with the 20th year of the Ilahi era. His

Majesty the Khalifa-i-Ilahi, out of a wish to show honour to one who had

become poor, sent all the great // and noble men and the amirs and the pil-

lars of the state to a place five karohs from Fathpur to welcome the Mirza.

When the Mirza mounted at that stage, and advanced towards Fathpur, His

Majesty the Khalifa-i-Ilahi, on account of his extreme graciousness, him-

self put his foot of prosperity in the stirrup of good fortune, and mounted

in order to receive and welcome him. On that day, an order, to be obeyed

by the world, was issued that five thousand elephants of mountain-like

size, and of cloud-like appearance, with jhuls (housings) of velvet of
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European manufacture (makhmal Firangi), and gold embroidered fabric of Con-

stantinople (zarbaft Rumi), and adorned with chains of gold and silver, and

having black and white fringes suspended from their heads and necks and

trunks, should be placed on either side of the road from the gate of Fath-

pur to a distance of five karohs. Between every pair of elephants, there

was a cart containing a chita or hunting leopard, which had collars of gold

studded with gems, and coverings of fine cloth, and carts with pairs of

bullocks, with headstalls of gold embroidered cloth. When the plain was

adorned in this way, His Majesty the Khalifa-i-Ilahi, with a pomp and gran-

deur, at the sight of which the inhabitants of the sublime assemblies were

astonished, mounted and started. When he came in front of the Mirza, the

latter suddenly threw himself from his horse and ran forward to salute him.

That politest of men, adorned with a courtesy akin to Divine graciousness,

casting a glance at the great age of the Mirza, dismounted from his horse,

and did not allow that the Mirza should adhere to the customs of salutation

(taslim), and the condi- // tion of service. With great kindness he caught

the Mirza in an embrace. After salutation he mounted his noble horse and

directed that the Mirza should mount also. He gave him a place at his own

right hand; and during the (ride of) the whole of those five karohs, he

occupied himself in attending to his comfort.

984/1576

TA: 11,490-91

It was at this time, that a Zamindar of the name of Gajpati, who was in

the neighbourhood of Hajipur and Patna, and who had been included in the

band of the well-wishers of the emperor, collected a force, at the time

when Muzaffar Khan had gone to reinforce the Khan Jahan, and the country

had remained unprotected (khali), and attacked Farhat Khan and his son

Mirak Radai, who were in thana Ara (Arrah); and they, after fighting, at-

tained to martyrdom. There was great disturbance in that country, and the

roads were closed. When this news reached the noble attention of His Ma-

jesty the Khalifa-i-Ilahi, he, in his sacred person, moved out of the capi-

tal // city of Fathpur, and took up a station at a spot five karohs from

it, and issued orders for the muster of the troops, and the provision of

boats and artillery. It was at this place, that Saiyyad CAbd-ul-lah Khan

came by forced marches from the Khan Jahan, in the manner in which it had

been uttered by the inspired tongue (of the emperor); and threw the head of

Daud Afghan beneath the hoofs of his horse.
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Couplet:

He whose mind to submission did'nt [sic] come;
He came on's [sic] head, if on's [sic] feet he did not come.

His Majesty the Khalifa-i-Ilahi performed the rites of offering thanks

for this great boon; and returned to, and took up his residence, in the

seat of the Khilafat.

Rushinas

991/1583

AN: III,587-88

Jagmal Panwar has erected on a small hill ten kos from Fathpur a delightful

mansion and given it the name Rushinas. Its environs delight the eye, and

the verdure utters the praise of God with the tongue of action. Its air //

refreshes the brain. He remained three days there, making hunting the veil

of Divine worship, and then returned.

Shaytanpura

991/1583

MT: II,311-12

And there was another matter, which comes within the meaning of [the say-

ing], "Bend, but do not break in pieces," viz. that of the prostitutes of

the imperial dominions, who had gathered together in the Capital in such

swarms as to defy counting or numbering. These he made to live outside the

city, and called the place Shaitanpurah. And he appointed a keeper, and a

deputy, and a secretary for this quarter, so that any one who wished to as-

sociate with these people, or take them to his house, provided he first had

his name and condition written down, might with the connivance of the im-

perial officers have connection with any of them that he pleased. But he

did not permit any man to take dancing-girls to his house at night, without

con- //'forming to these conditions, in order that he might keep the matter

under proper control. But if any one wished to have a virgin, if the peti-

tioner was a well-known courtier, he sent a petition by the Deputy, and

obtained permission from Court. Nevertheless, in spite of the rule, all

the libertines carried on these affairs under assumed names, and so drunk-

enness and debauchery led to many acts of bloodshed, and however many were

brought to punishment, another troop [of delinquents] would strut arrogant-
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ly past the Inspector of that department:--

"Her endless beauty, as often as it slays a lover,
Another troop in love makes its appearance from the unseen."

And a number of well-known prostitutes he called privately before him, and

enquired who had seduced them. And after learning their names, several im-

portant Amirs were severely reprimanded and punished, and imprisoned for a

considerable time. Among them one mentioned the name of Rajah Bir Bar, who

had become a disciple of His Majesty's religion, and had made such progress

in the four degrees, that he had become conspicuous as endowed with the es-

sentials of the Four Virtues, and scarcely ever left the society of his own

daughters. At the time he happened to be in the parganna of Karrah in his

own jagir. When the news of this scandal reached him, he wished to become

a Jogi. But on the Emperor's sending for him in reassuring terms he came

to the Court.

'Tomb of Jodh Bai'

1835

Parks: 1,407

The tomb of the Jhod Ba'i, who was a Rajpootnee daughter of the Hindoo

chief of Jhodpore, by tradition beautiful and amiable, is still to be seen

on the Chand-maree, the artillery practice ground, a few miles from Fathi-

poor Sicri. It was in ruins, but still you could trace its form and dome.

Some artillery officers, out of pure idleness and ignorance, I suppose,

about a year ago, blew up the dome of this tomb by way of getting rid of

some damaged powderl The sacrilege of destroying the tomb of the mother of

Jahangeer, and the wife of Akbar Shahl
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