
GUIDE TO USING THE SOURCEBOOK

This sourcebook is divided into eleven chapters, beginning with events

in Sikri prior to the birth of Prince Salim in 977/1569 and concluding with

events subsequent to Akbar's departure from Fatehpur-Sikri in 993/1585.

Chapter XI is a listing of inscriptions from the city. Throughout the book

the quoted passages are arranged chronologically within each chapter, sec-

tion, or subsection. When there are several references for an entry in a

given year, they are listed alphabetically by the abbreviated title of the

source (see List of Abbreviations) in the case of Persian texts, and by the

name of the author in the case of non-Persian texts. Undated references

not referring specifically to Fatehpur-Sikri from Abu'l-Fazl's A'in-i

Akbari are treated chronologically as falling at the end of Akbar's reign.

Within our introduction hijra dates are given only for particularly impor-

tant events in the history of Fatehpur-Sikri.

The Akbari structures identified by name in Chapters IV and V, as well

as to a lesser extent in Chapter VIII, are those for which we have a con-

temporary reference in a Persian source, although not every one of these

names will necessarily refer to an individual building. Where appropriate,

clearly related passages have been added under these Persian names, even if

the building or location is not specifically mentioned in the passage. Any

incidents that took place during a game of polo, for example, have been

listed under the heading for the maydan, where these games were played.

For convenience, certain groups of related passages have been grouped to-

gether in Chapter V under the English headings "Lake," "Private Residen-

ces," and 'Walls and Gates."

For structures still extant--and identifiable through descriptions in

European sources--but lacking a Persian reference, we have assigned an ar-

bitrary number in accordance with their position on the plans. These

buildings are found in Chapter VII, where we have also added the struc-

tures' traditional names after the number, to alleviate possible confusion.

To give an example of how the major portion of the source material has been

arranged, entries under the name Cibadatkhana are included in Chapter V,

while those for the celebrated "Panch Mahal' are found in Chapter VII since
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the latter is not mentioned by name, or in any recognizable description, in

the Mughal sources.

For entries listed under Persian words, such as divankhana in Chapter

V, we have underlined the first occurrence of the English translation of

the structure's name in the passage. The original Persian equivalents of

other translated architectural terms can be found in the Glossary of Per-

sian Terms. When the identity of "he" or "they" is not apparent in the

context of the excerpted passage we have added the name of the person in

brackets, but only when the person is directly connected with either the

construction or the occupancy of the building in question. Unless other-

wise noted, royal titles such as H. M., the King, the Emperor, the Khaqan,

and the Khalifa-i Ilahi all refer to Akbar. Occasionally the same passage

referring to a number of buildings appears under the heading for each dif-

ferent structure. Double slashes [//] indicate the beginning of a new page

in the text quoted.

Because so many different, and often inconsistent, systems of translit-

eration have been used by the various translators and publishers we have

cited, we have omitted diacritical marks from the main body of the book,

with the general exception of Cayn [C] and hamza [']. All the relevant

Persian architectural terms, however, have been fully transliterated in the

Glossary according to the standard Encyclopaedia of Islam system, with the

exception that "q" appears for "k," "j" for "dj," and "" for "d." It is

hoped that the reader will turn a blind eye to such minor inconsistencies

as have inevitably arisen.
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Fatehpur-Sikri, looking south from the dry lake bed. Photograph by

Samuel Bourne, ca. 1863-71. (Fogg Art Museum: Gift--Mrs. R. Min-

turn Sedgwick)




