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The palace complex at Fatehpur-Sikri viewed to the southwest from

Structure 63, with the main gateway of the Jamic Masjid in the dis-

tant background. Photograph by Samuel Bourne, ca. 1863-71. (Fogg

Art Museum: Gift--Mrs. R. Minturn Sedgwick)
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This sourcebook would not have been possible without the support and

advice of Oleg Grabar. His many wise comments and encouragement are great-
ly appreciated. We are also most grateful to the Aga Khan Program for Is-
lamic Architecture at Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology for publishing this book and aiding us in our research.

Annemarie Schimmel was a constant source of enthusiasm and advice, and
we particularly appreciate her comments and suggestions concerning our Per-

sian translations. Wheeler Thackston also offered valuable suggestions on
various aspects of the Persian glossary. We are extremely grateful to both
these Harvard scholars for sharing their knowledge and time with us, but

the responsibility for any errors that may appear is naturally ours. Rich-
ard Barz, of the Australian National University, very generously provided
us with further information about an interesting reference to Fatehpur-
Sikri in a Braj Bhasa text he recently published. Woodman Taylor, Cura-

torial Associate, Department of Islamic Art and Later Indian Painting, Fogg
Museum, kindly procured for us prints of Samuel Bourne's photographs of
Fatehpur-Sikri.

Z. A. Desai, formerly Director of Persian and Arabic Epigraphy, Ar-
chaeological Survey of India, who compiled the section on inscriptions at
Fatehpur-Sikri and also prepared preliminary translations of three lengthy
passages from the Tarikh-i Akbari, was tireless in his efforts. His con-
tribution to this sourcebook has been invaluable, and we are profoundly
grateful for the amount of time he devoted to this project. Many thanks
are also due to Attilio Petruccioli in Rome who most generously allowed us
to publish for the first time two of his superb plans of Fatehpur-Sikri.

In Delhi, we are especially grateful to Dr. M. D. Khare, Director of
Monuments, Archaeological Survey of India, for ensuring that our research
in India went smoothly and productively. Our work in Fatehpur-Sikri itself
was greatly assisted by the Archaeological Survey of India office in Agra
under the supervision of Shri H. K. Narain.

Finally, we would like to thank Margaret Sevcenko, the Coordinator for
Research and Publications at the Aga Khan Program, for her help in editing
this manuscript, and Edith Griffin, who did far more than commit this un-
wieldy material to her word-processor with astonishing speed and accuracy.
She is also largely responsible for the layout of the finished text and
various minor improvements too numerous to mention.

Michael Brand
Glenn D. Lowry
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