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Architecture Re-introduced: New Projects in Dubai-United Arab Emirates

Dubai was one of the most progressing
cities in the Middle East through the last
ten years, the development in Dubai
started mainly after the production of oil
in 1969 and it never stopped. The city is
changing daily and the construction is
moving too fast towards modernism. The
economic situation although it was bad in
many parts of the world, but it didn’t effect
much the construction part in Dubai, and
the construction works never stopped, this
led architecture to develop in all ways.

The number of engineers in the country
according to the 1998 estimate in the
country is about 33000, and the number
of architects is estimated about 4000
where only 920 of them are members of
the society of engineers. The percentage
of the local architects is not more the 10%
of the total number.

The architectural education in the country
could be obtained through 2 universities,
which are:
1.The United Arab Emirates University,
School of Architecture, which was
established in 1978,
and has at time being about 150 students.
2. The American University of Sharjah,
School of Architecture, which was
established in 1997, and
has at time being about 150 students.
Many local students are obtaining their
architectural education abroad and mainly
in the United States.

The only professional institute in the
country is the architectural committee in
the society of engineers, which at present

has about 920 architect members out of
total 4200 engineers. This committee
organizes lectures, seminars, visits to
architectural projects and training courses.

 About 90% of the total architects are
expatriates with different backgrounds
from Arab countries, Asia, Europe and
North America. In Dubai there is more
than 200 consultancy office which are
mostly directed by expatriates. Since there
are many large projects in the city few
well-known architects had put their prints
on the architecture. Few local architects
started participating in designing buildings
in the last years with traditional designs.

 The government is participating
enormously in building the infrastructure
of the city and major projects such as
airport, governmental building, exhibition
halls, large recreational areas, parks and
markets. The private sector is mostly
developing industrial areas, commercial
buildings, housing, hotels and shopping
centers.

Conservation and restoration of the
architectural heritage took a lot of attention
through the last ten years, the restoration
unit in Dubai municipality was established
in 1991 and in 1994 it was developed to
historical buildings section which takes
care of all restoration and furnishing
projects for historical buildings. Through
the last ten years more than 50 buildings
in the Emirate of Dubai was restored and
re-used, the most important of these are:
1- The Faheidi fort built in 1799 used as
Dubai Museum.
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2- The Sheikh Saeed Al-Maktoum House
built in 1896 used as the Museum of
Historical Photographs and Documents of
Dubai.
3- The Ahmadiya School built in 1912
used as the Museum of Education.
4- An old house built in 1890 used as the
Heritage House.
5- The old Hatta village, made from mud
bricks was restored and furnished to depict
some of traditional life of the area.
6- Many old mosques, houses,
watchtowers and markets.
Out of these projects Dubai obtained twice
the Arab Cities Organization prize for
conservation and restoration.

 Through a quick review of the construction
in the last decade in Dubai, one can notice
that there is a huge amount of construction
going on, which are mostly housing
projects or commercial and residential
buildings. Since the architects are from
different nationalities and backgrounds,
the designs are also printed with different
styles and shapes, such as traditional,
modern, high-tech and post-modern.

 The governmental buildings could be
considered as the most unique ones, which
are used as prototypes for other designs.
Some of them are monumental such as
the marina and golf club, the head quarter
for customs and ports and the aviation
club, others are related to heritage and
culture such as Al-Maha resort and the
Royal Mirage hotel. Some combine
between modernity and high-tech like Burj
Al-Arab, the Emirates towers, the new
airport, the twins building, the city center
and the national bank of Dubai.

Future projects are going in the same
direction with respect to heritage, culture
and climate of the region. The most
important of these projects are the west
Marina and Emirates Dunes.

 The general trend in the city in the last
decade looks to be going in the right

direction, which is: “to have architecture
related to the culture and heritage of the
region, suitable for its climate, and use
modern technology and materials in its
construction”.
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