
When small-scale activities such as living 
together in a home take on a community 
scale, certain aspects of the activity as
sume the form, both socially and phys
ically, of institutions. Those activities 
could be religious, political, educational, 
cultural or creative, or be concerned with 
the physical well-being of man. In the 
Islamic world they are not isolated, but 
interrelated. 

The issue at hand is the physical mani
festation of institutions and the recognition 
of how the physical environment can en
hance their functioning. Such institutions 
can be specifically a school, a mosque or 
a museum, each housed in a defined 
space, but it has also been acknowledged 
that certain parts of the urban fabric, such 
as the square and the street, generate an 
interchange on an institutional level. 

The importance of the interrelationship 
between the physical container, its quality 
and the institutional activity is clearly 
established. We therefore suggest that the 
built form of such institutional complexes 
have a scale sizable enough to integrate 
into the context of the environment and 
into the activities of a community, to 
encourage participation by the public at 
large. We would argue further that the 
search for form for institutional buildings 
would be significantly improved if participa
tion started with a definition of the need, 
followed by the establishment of cultural 
boundaries and subsequent formulation of 
a programme. The participants in these 
activities should be the client, the public 
and the specific users. 

Institutional buildings, both in their scale 
and in their relevance, have considerable 
impact on society. They will have to per
form a pilot function for subsequent devel
opment, and their quality and excellence 
therefore have to be assured through the 
careful selection of designers. There 
should be accompanying control of the 
design process, provisions made for man
agement and occupancy, and eventual as
sessment of the project in use as feedback 
for future development. The establishment 
of such a process for institutional build
ings would guarantee the emergence of a 
heightened cultural sensibility. 
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Amman, Jordan: the Jordan University mosque, at the southwest edge of the University campus 
Architect: Attalah Doany Completed 1980 
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Tehran, Iran: Museum of Contemporary Art, situated in a park in the centre of Tehran. Architects: 
DAZ Architects, Planners and Engineers; Kamran Diba, principal 
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