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ISLAMIC CENTRE FOR 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL 

TRAINING AND RESEARCH 

Project Data 
Location: 30 km north of Dhaka. 
Client: The Organization of the Islamic 
Conference. 
Architectural Design: Mehmet Doruk 
Pamir & Ercument Gumruk Associates 
STYDUI 14, Ankara, Turkey. 
Project Manager: Gultekin Aktuna. 
Infrastructural and Engineering Design: HES 
Engineering Consultants Ltd. Ankara, 
Turkey. Shaheedullah Associates Ltd., 
Dhaka (working drawings for Mosque). 
Specification and Tender Documents: 
Development and Design Consultants 
Ltd, Dhaka. 
Project Engineer: Azharul Haque. 
Contractors: Nirman International Ltd. and 
National Construction Co. Ltd . 
Omarsons Bangladesh Ltd . 
Site Area: 125,457 Square metres 
(31 Acres) . 
Building Area: 33,300 Square metres 
(358500 sq.ft). 
Cost: US $ 11 million. 
Completion: 1987. 
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DHAKA 
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T he Islamic Centre for Technical 
and Vocational Training and 
Research (ICTVTR), Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, began its academic 

programme in 1985. The Centre devel
oped as a subsidiary organ of the Organ
ization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), 
with the primary objective of upgrading 
mid-level manpower by improving 
technical know-how and promoting 
research for the general well-being of the 
people in the Islamic world . The project 
was funded by the joint contributions of 
OIC member countries. The teaching 
staff, students and trainees are also 
recruited from the member countries . 

The centre consists of three 
departments : The Department of 
Mechanical and Chemical Engineering, 
the Department of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering and The 
Department of Instructor Training and 
General Studies. Its enrolment capacity is 
480. The academic programme ranges 
from short courses to higher diplomas. 

The ICTVTR Campus is located to tht. 
west of Dhaka-Mymemsingh Highway. 
From the playing field there is a 
panoramic view of the entire complex -
an ensemble of medium-rise structures 
built with reddish-brown brick in a 
tranquil sub-urban setting, with its 
ceremonial entrance gate, the Gate of the 
Five Fundamentals, in the foreground . 
The campus is, however, not yet 
complete . A number of student 
dormitories, one instruction block, a 
student centre and gymnasium, a faculty 
club and much of the faculty residences 
which were a part of the master plan will 
be built in the next phases. Yet in its 
present state the campus looks complete, 
by virtue of the planning of construction 
phases starting with those buildings in the 
centre and moving towards those on the 
periphery. 

The complex has a strong architectural 

1. View of the campus from the road, 
showing the entrance. 
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order derived from the Kulliye of Turkish 
Ottoman architecture, in which structures 
for collective activities are clustered 
around a spiritual node. The plan 
generates from a central court which is 
commonly found both in Muslim civic 
architecture and in local tradition. The 
court is developed as the central core of 
the campus, around which are arranged 
the administrative building with 465 
square metres of exhibition space of the 
north, an auditorium with a capacity of 
500 on the west, a cafeteria-cum-library 
on the east and a freestanding mosque on 
the south, positioned at an odd angle to 
the other buildings and facing the qibla. 
The cubic volume of the mosque, with its 
21 metre-high minaret, is the only 
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isolated entity which acts as a focal point, 
while the other three buildings _are 
connected to one another. The court is 
defined by a delicate arcade on the south 
and east, beyond which there is a pool of 
water surrounding its three sides. The 
pool acts as a climate modifier and a 
reflecting surface and also serves the 
symbolic purpose of spiritual purification 
for those who pass through the 
ceremonial gate towards the mosque. 
There are three other pedestrian gates to 
the court. The Gate of Knowledge 
connects the instructional blocks and the 
dormitories; the Gate of Learning links 
the workshops and the Gate of 
Instruction connects the faculty 
residences. Vehicular circulation is around 

the central zone. Roadways also link the 
instructional block on the north with the 
student's dormitories and workshops. 
Housing for the faculty members is 
arranged to the south-west of the campus, 
- an appropriate distance from buildings 
for student activities and it is 
approached by a separate road from the 
ceremonial gate. 

As an international centre, the campus 
receives students from diverse 
geographical areas and socio-cultural 
backgrounds. Moreover, ages of students 
and trainees vary widely, between 16 and 
50 years. Religion is their only common 
bond. The architectural order and 
discipline underlying the design of the 
campus has a great psychological impact 
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2. Colonnade. Water in moats reflects and 
acts as a microclimatic coolant for breezes. 

3. The ceremonial entrance to the campus 
- the Gate of the Five Fundamentals, 
with the mosque behind. 

4. The northern facade of the hostel blocks 
- in complete opposition in its treatment 
of openings to the southern facade (6). 

5. The stark rigidity of the central court, 
with the Gate of Knowledge on the rights 
and the Gate of Learning on the left. 
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6. The reflecting moat and, beyond, the 
southern facade of the hostel blocks. 

7. Detail of the arched buttressing. 

8 and 9. The use of exposed brick and 
circular openings in the ICYVYR is 
evocative of Louis I Kahn's Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar, Dhaka (left) and his Cardiac 
Hospital, Dhaka (right). 
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upon the students. The formal nature of 
the campus is viewed by one senior 
member of the faculty as a physical 
manifestation of the discipline in Islamic 
lifestyle and living, which has helped to 
regulate campus life and bring social order 
to the students and trainees. 

Students take pride in the architectural 
design and generally find the campus 
homely and secure. They refer to the 
water body and the green areas of the 
campus as the most attractive parts. 
However, the stark, formal central court 
and the forecourt of the mosque remain 
uninviting to them and those are the 
spaces that are less well used. Criticism 
can be broadly classified into two 
categories inadequate climatic 
adaptation and inappropriate organization 
of internal spaces. The first problem is 
indeed very serious in some places and 
easily adaptable solutions are hard to find; 
the second problem emerged from 
communication gaps at the programme 
level which affected the socio-functional 
inadequacies. General opinion is that the 
designers, being non-locals, were not 
fully aware of the prevailing climatic 
problems and social context of space use. 

Despite some of the limitations and 
constraints, the ICTVTR project reflects 
the deep sensitivity of the architects and 
their respect for local technology, 

materials and scale. The project is one of 
the few designs in Bangladesh that evokes 
a deeper meaning and understanding of 
architecture. In the formulation of the 
concept, the architects appear to have 
been open to a wide range of ideas and 
influences of local, regional, Islamic, 
modern and traditional designs, and 
applied them according to their own 
creative will. The organization around 
a courtyard, the reflecting pool, the 
decorative arches and the space - defining 
arcade, together with the rationalized and 
streamlined forms and openings, 
generated an architecture which appears 
formal yet is informal in organization; 
monumental yet humane in volume; 
regional yet universal in pattern; and 
traditional yet modern in ambience. The 
mastery with which these polarities have 
been reconciled into a unified whole, 
creating an environment of variety and 
diversity within a given order, is the 
particular strength of this design. 

The ICTVTR project is, indeed, unique 
in many ways, and yet it has qualities 

10. A view of the faculty housing. 

Opposite: The mosque. Despite its 
prominent location, it is not treated as an 
overpowering monument, but a genial 
structure. 

comparable with Louis I. Kahn's Capitol 
Complex at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka. 
The large scale, exclusive use of exposed 
brick structures and circular openings in 
brick suggest Kahn's immediate influence. 
The relationship is, however, much more 
fundamental. Centralized grouping oftht 
prime functions in dominant building 
masses, isolating them with a water body 
like a moat, placing the mosque at an odd 
angle in plan, creating a double-layered 
fac;:ade and using semi-circular and circular 
forms in brick, are some of the striking 
similarities . Nevertheless, they do not 
merely represent an array of ideas for 
morphological characteristics; embedded 
in them is a strong philosophy, shared by 
both architects, of building civic 
architecture and developing institutions 
with a human scale. 

Architects in Bangladesh see this 
project as a strong contribution to the 
contemporary architecture of the country. 
Its intellectual and philosophical basis will 
continue to inspire further studies, 
analysis and interpretations. 
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