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GRAND HOTEL PREANGER 

JAVA S EA 

I N DIA N OCEA N 

Project Data 
Location: Bandung, Indonesia. 
Client: P.T. Bina Inti Dinamika - joint 
operation with P.T. Aerowisata Hotel and 
Catering Service. 
Architects: Atelier 6, Jakarta. 
Project Manager: Zarwin Nizar. 
Interior Design: Atelier 6 Interior. 
Interiors Project Manager: 
Trieta Iskandar. 
Construction Management: 
Team-4, Jakarta. 
Construction Project Manager: 
Prabowo Adji . 
Site Area: 1.2ha. 
Cost: 13,000,000 US$ 
Completion: March 1990. 

BANDUNG 
Solichin Gunawan 

T he revitalized Grand Hotel 
Preanger, whose official Grand 
opening was on 17 March 1990, 
has a long history dating back 

to 1884 when a grocery store stood on 
the site, serving the needs of Dutch 
planters coming down from the 
plantation hills surrounding Bandung, the 
capital city of Priangan Region. 

When the store on Groote Postweg 
(Asia Afrika Street) went bankrupt, the 
owner, Mr. W.H.C. van Dertekom, con
verted it to a hotel catering for the same 
planters in Bandung. Hotel Preanger, 
built in 'Indisch Empire - style' started 
its operation in 1897 and continued for 
25 years. 

In 1922, architect c.P. WolfSchoemaker 
was commissioned to extend and 
modernise the hotel to an Art Deco design, 
highly fashionable at the time, and from 
1928 it was known as the Grand Hotel 
Preanger. From the early sixties to the early 
eighties the hotel went into decline. Three 
different operators tried unsuccessfully to 
run and maintain its old charm. Finally in 
1987, Aerowisata Hotel and Catering 
Service, the subsidiary of Garuda 
Indonesia, started a revitalization 
programme to rescue the hotel and bring 
back its old character. 

The programme was divided into two 
phases. The first involved renovation of 
the existing 56 standard rooms . These 
were considered too large (74 square 
metres) for normal standard rooms and 
were converted to new studio suites. 

The second stage involved extension of 

the hotel to provide an additional 142 
new standard rooms, three deluxe suites 
and one presidential suite. The public 
space was extended by the addition of a 
new lobby, lounge, bar, banquet hall, 
coffee shop, speciality restaurant, music 
lounge, business centre, health centre, 
swimming pool and other facilities. 

The carefully executed renovation was 
designed to resurrect the architectural 
potential and charm of the Asia Africa and 
Naripan wings, which were surprisingly 
intact in comparison to the central part of 
the hotel. The studio suites were given 
proper treatment for modern comfort 
such as sound-proofing, air-conditioning 
and other amenities found in modern 
deluxe hotels. 

To maintain the old ambience in the 
public spaces, modern air-conditioning 
was avoided; instead ceiling fans were 
installed for cooling of the air. A specially 
designed outer fence was also used to 
reduce the traffic noise. 

The new extended building, nine 
stories high, is located between the three 
storey-high renovated old wings. (The 
two old wings were designed in different 
styles and built at different times). 

Opposite top: A view of the Asia Afrika 
wing, part of the old hotel built in 1922 
in Art Deco style. 

Below: Drawing of the hotel complex 
showing the renovated Asia Afrika wing 
(left), the new hotel tower (centre) and the 
Naripan wing (right). 



MIMAR 36 31 

I I mJjrlttC I l II ..,-----,.---,----,:!ri', rr.=~N IC=-::;::I,,~~.-r=i-~~-----j 
IJ ' ''r~ J 

t--+--~"r " D , .... . 
I ' . .. .... . 

• ' '' 7" \! ' " 

t--+--~ H~hi-r---,----,~ 

~
"' l' , . il't:l>rr! " '" l . . i ., !.' ''' .. '''.' .... ~'" • • 

~ : ~ L:m llarn
l
' I ' -': ' 

lL ~7'~ ~ - [;'PbbY m, oo"" ' ''1II111111'1---; 

rf( ~. . ~. '"" ' IJ~"'[\ 
I -+-,'~ , M ' 
. .... ~ - ,rlS' 

.'; " ·' q' ·0'~, : . - I) -'~~ 
( ",1' ' Scale: 1 : 200 

Ground floor plan (top) and first floor plan (above). 
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The first floor facing east accommoda
tes the main entrance to the hotel foyer. 
The escalator and stairway lead to a new 
lobby on the second floor. The reception, 
bar, coffee shop, grill room, health centre, 
garden and pool are on the second floor 
with access to the old wings as well as the 
hotel tower. The concept of 'inside-out 
and out-side in' was adopted in this floor. 
Local roughly cut limestone from West 
Java was used alongside Italian marble, 
palm trees and rattan furniture. A 
carefully constructed skylight avoids a 
greenhouse feeling and reinforces the idea 
of a tropical palm court. 

Phase one - the renovation programme 
- maintained the hotel main entrance in 
the Asia Afrika street. In the new extension, 

Opposite above: The new block of the 
hotel, facing T amblong Street; elements of 
the Art Deco design are echoed in the new 
building. 

Left: The new lobby in the hotel tower, 
designed to evoke a tropical palm court, 
with local Java limestone planters. 

Above: The renovated public spaces 
include a restaurant and bar. 

Above right: A living room in the 
presidential suite: the most luxurious of the 
new rooms. 

Right: A studio suite; converted from one 
of the old standard rooms, in the old wing 
of the hotel. 

HOTELS 

the hotel faces East to Tamblong street 
with the Hotel main entrance facing the 
East. The old main entrance is for guests 
coming to the new banquet hall or guests 
for the music lounge (restaurant in the 
Phase 1), located on the first floor. 

The idea to relocate the hotel facing 
toward Tamblong street which is usually 
deserted at night was originally meant to 
extend the revitalization of the building 
in the environment. Most of the old 
buildings in the block are intact. Careful 
renovation and proper adaptive reuse of 
the buildings along the street would be 
to give to the whole block a new vitality. 

The spectacular view of the 
mountainous north of Bandung can be 
enjoyed by guests having breakfast in the 
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coffee shop or going up the glass walled 
elevator to the rooms in the tower block. 
Guest rooms facing north share similar 
beautiful views of Ban dung. The deluxe 
or Presidential Suites have private terraces 
and outdoor jacuzzis. 

The design concept in Phase two clearly 
expresses modern methods of building 
construction using modern materials, yet 
respectes the original architecture of the 
Grand Hotel Preanger. 
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