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Walian House, Kuala Lumpur 

T he Malaysian warm 
humid climate is char
acterised by its intense 
tropical sunshine, heavy 
seasonal rainfall and 
strong winds. The client 

wanted a house which was cool, com
fortable and in close contact with nature. 

Moreover, the application ofJeng-shui 
was vital. According to Chinese 
geomancy, Jeng-shui (wind-water) plays 
a crucial role in the siting and orientation 
of a building to ensure beneficial effects 
and good fortune for its occupants. 
Hence, the Jeng-shui of this site was such 
that the main door had to face to the 
south-east. 

The house is divided into two main 
buildings; one for guests and the other 
for the family. The space in between 
these two areas serves as a common cen
trallounge, the scale of which is created 
by a huge voluminous layered roof 
Hence, this central space functions as the 
central village square of the traditional 
Malay Kampung (see diagram). 

The sides of this voluminous space 
are left open, with a waterfall located on 
a north-westem side and a landscaped 
garden on the south-eastem side. 

The layering of the roofs for this cen
tral space with open sides is effective in 
preventing rain water coming in and the 
living space is also continuously cooled 
by the cross breezes. 

The architectural expression of the 
house evolved through the consideration 
of contemporary requirements and tradi
tional elements, right down to the spatial 
organisation within and beyond the 
house. 

The brickwork used for the house 
were transported by road 402 kilometres 
to the site from a brick kiln in Butter
worth, Penang. There is extensive use of 
secondhand recycled timber (approx
imately one hundred years old) which 
was salvaged from a demolition site a few 
years back. The huge timber members 
are chen gal hardwood which was avail
able locally. The roof structure is built up 
of timber trusses braced, bracketed and 
bolted to chengal beams to create a sus
pended layered roof as seen in the cross 
section. The height of the ridge of this 
roof is 15.24 metres above ground level. 
The roof-tiles are asbestos flat sheet slates 
and finishes for bathroom and kitchen are 
mainly imported European tiles. 

:'2 The outstanding feature of the build-

30 

ing is the interpretation of the traditional 
vernacular in a modern context and the 

Below: Exterior of the Walian house .Fom the 
nOl1hwest with the pool in the foregl'Ound. 



adaptation of Frank Lloyd Wright 
geometries to a Malaysian built form. It 
also responds to the site and achieves 
natural ventilation by using the tradi
tional layered roof 

Another feature is the planning of the 
central courtyard which is covered over 
and used as the main living and enter
tainment space, the roof being 15.24 
metres high. The guest house and the 
main house are clustered on the opposite 

Level 2 

Level 1 

sides of the central space. The timber 
structure over the main living space is 
layered and in order to achieve this can
tilevered awning effect, a complicated 
and intricate system of detailing to coun
ter over-turning moments was evolved. 
Experimentation with timber detailing 
has resulted in some unique resolutions, 
connections and quality of timber which 
has probably extended the use of timber 
technology. 

Roof plan 

Level 3 

31 

Below: Floor plans of the different levels. The guest 
room on the main level is separated .from the dining 
and social areas by the covered garden, or atrium; the 
swimming pool becomes a series of reflecting pools 
stepped-down towards the interior of the house. 



Right: Cross section drawing of the Walian house. 
The relationship of the stepped-back, sloping roof to 
the atrium hall is visible here. 
Below: Silhouette of the house from the northeast. 
Below, right: View upward towards the master 
bedroom (left) and stairs from the atrium hall of the 
house. Sunlight is filtered and excellent ventilation 
obtained through the high sloping roofs. 
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South west elevation drawing. 
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Above: Entrance Joyer oj the Walian house. 
Above, right: Entrance steps and stained glass win
dow next to the door. 
Right: A passageway in the main part oJthe house. 
Far right: Stairway to the guestroom. 
Right, below: View oJthe exposed carpent1y-work 
oj the rooJ structure. 
Below: Detail oj the sloping layered roofs. 
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Left: Sitting area near the 
pool of the atrium space at 
lower level. 
Below: View of the 
landscaped garden. 

Jimmy Lim, a Malaysian, 
studied anhitecture in 
Australia. He has his own 
anhitectural practice in Kuala 
Lumpur. 


