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.from the architect. 

Medical Assistance Clinic, Mopti 

A n integrated maternity 
and health centre for the 
city of Mopti, in Mali, 
was designed by French 
architect Andre Ravereau 
and entirely funded by 

the Fonds Europeen de Developpement 
for the Malian Ministry of Health. Com
pleted in 1976 on an urban site located 
between the Great Mosque of Mopti and 
the Niger River, the complex contains: a 
general dispensary, two maternity wards, 
a delivery and operating block, a child
care and social service facility, dwellings 
for a resident doctor and for a midwife, a 
maintenance yard and miscellaneous sup
port services. Mr. Ravereau, with many 
years' experience of working in Algeria 
since independence, particularly in the 
hot, dry M'zab region, was especially 
predisposed and equipped to grasp the 
climatological, social and economic con
straints of the Sahelian situation. 
Moreover, it was indeed a challenge to 
conceive a building which would meet 
the design brief, fit into the densely urban 
context, and yet respect the powerful im
age of the adjacent mosque. 

The walls and part of the roof struc
ture are made of banco, a local greyish 
clay, stabilised by adding about 10% ce
ment. Most floors, walls and ceilings 
have a smooth coating of cement, where
as selected areas such as roof terraces have 
locally-produced tiles of baked clay. 
Wooden doors and metal shutters for 
windows were also made locally. 
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A central pedes trial axis within the 
clinic compound forms the spine of the 
project, with various services intercon
nected through shaded passageways, 
where narrow circulation alternates with 
open spaces and planted courts. 

However, one of the major criticisms 
voiced by users of the clinic concerned 
the openings to the exterior: while light
ing and natural ventilation were adequ
ate, there was little to prevent the accu
mulation of dust, especially in the operat
ing and delivery rooms. Glazed windows 
and partial air-conditioning were tried in 
the latter but with little success since elec
tricity in the city is so unreliable. 

Finally, in spite of the admirable 
architectural qualities of the Mopti clinic 
- it obtained an Aga Khan A ward for 
Architecture in 1980 - it's ultimate effec
tiveness as a health centre depends largely 
upon its being supported by a coordin
ated effort to improve local infrastruc
tures, particularly water supply and sew
age disposal. The present open sewer sys
tem, in densely populated and built-up 
old Mopti, for example, is a tremendous 
health hazard that greatly compromises 
any attempt at disease prevention. An 
integrated effort of prevention at the 
source by various public authorities must 
accompany the creation of such suitably
adapted health facilities. 

Below: Main entrance to the clinic complex, giving 
onto the "internal street" of the group if buildings. 
Photograph: B. Taylor. 
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Above: Dispensary (centre) and maternity clinic 
(right) as seen from the causeway connecting the 
colonial modern section of Mopti with the main 
working class neighbourhoods. Main mosque of 
Mopti is at far left, the dry riverbed of Niger river. 
Photograph: B. Taylor. 
Left: View of a dispensary (foreground) in the 
maternity centre and clinic. Staffhousing (rear) has 
private walled courtyards. Deep-set windows in the 
thick walls of banco are protected from the sun. 
Photograph: C. Littlel AKAA. 
Left, below: Outpatient clinic is reached through a 
kind of internal street', or courtyard around which 
the principal services are arranged. Photograph: C. 
LittleiAKAA. 
Below: Transversal section of a maternity ward 
room. Horizontal openings provide rifreshing ven
tilation while maintaining privacy for the bed
ridden. 
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Left: View of a small 
courtyard in front of a 
dispensary, Instruction in 
primary health care is often 
given in these rooms, 
Photograph: B, Taylor, 

Site plan, maternity centre 
and clinic, Mopti 
1, and 2, Dispensaries 
3, Maternity 
4, Operating rooms 
5, Administration 
6, Housing 
7, Ambulance entrance 

Section through the maternity 
ward, but typical also of other 
rooms, Low, deep-set 
windows are adapted to needs 
of natural ventilation and 
protection from the sun, 
However, a view of the 
exterior is possible from a 
seated or reclining position, 

Plan of a typical 6-bed room 
in a maternity ward, 


