
Project Data 

Location: A weekend cottage in 
Akyaka Village, Mugla, 
Turkey 

Client: Dr. Minu Inkaya 
Designer: Nail Cakirhan 
Floor area: 65 square metres 

(not including eaves) 
Cost: 225000 TL 

(US$15,000) 
Date of construction:. From 
June to November 1975. 
(Occupied in December 
1975) 

Construction: Traditional 
timber:frame 

Text by Brian Taylor. 
Photographs by Reba Gunay, 
courtesy Aga Khan Award 
for Architecture. 

Inkaya House, Mugla 

T he Minu Inkaya house in 
rural Turkey was designed 
by a writer-turned-master 
builder, Mr. Nail 
Cakirhan, on 450 square 
metres of land quite near 
to his own house which he 

also designed and built in the same tradi
tional style. Having admired and studied 
the local wooden house architecture of his 
native region along the Southern Aegean 
Coast, Mr. Cakirhan has been instrumental 
in reviving a demand for high quality car
pentry evident in these houses. Conceived 
for a single woman medical doctor of mod
est income (she has no private practice but 
works in public health), the plan reflects 
the compactness and efficient organisation 
desired of an abode for peaceful, contem
plative relaxation in natural surroundings. 

Several local master carpenters con
structed, under Mr. Cakirhan's direction 
after a simple working sketch had been 
transferred to the ground, a wooden frame 
structure set upon masonry foundations. 
The white-washed walls are constituted by 
brick infill, and the floors and ornamental 
ceiling are of wood. 

The interior space is essentially that of a 
one-room, multi-purpose living environ
ment, for eating, sleeping and working. 
This is extended outwards, if you will, 
along the southern facade by a porch with a 
bay-like shape, giving additional living 
~pace. The main room is rectangular with 
the corners cut off at 45 degrees, providing 
windows and thus enhanced ventilation and 
view. At each end of the longitudinal axis of 
the living room there is a sleeping alcove, 
separated from the main room by oma-
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mented wooden columns and arches. 
To provide autonomy, each alcove has a 
side-board, bookshelves and a cupboard -
all accessible from within the alcove. Stor
age space is provided in trunk-like wooden 
couches and in the spaces above the alcoves 
that are closed off by carved wooden grat
ings. Finally, there is the traditional serpenf, 
or continuous shelf that runs around the 
walls, doors, and windows and upon 
which objects are stored or displayed. Apart 
from two built-in wooden couches there 
is no other furniture - just rugs and 
cushions. 

Symmetrically opposite the porch and 
having the same shape in plan, is an en
closed space comprising the kitchen and 
bathroom. The doors to these two separate 
rooms are located on either side of the 
chimney. 

The Minu Inkaya house, while reflecting 
the typology of local domestic architecture 
in different ways, is nevertheless an adapta
tion of such elements to the personal needs 
and desires of the client. Simplicity and ele
gance characterise the interior spaces, where 
the white-washed walls contrast with the 
warmness of the wood finishing and elabor
ately carved ceiling. Mr. Cakirhan, through 
his determination and devotion to the cause 
of reviving local building crafts, has demon
strated that high quality yet economical 
alternatives to the prevailing reinforced con
crete construction do exist and are rich in 
innovative potential. 

Below: Exterior view of the M. Inkaya house, located 
near Nail Cakirhan's own house. 
Right: View of the porch pergola from inside the house. 
Photographs: R. Gunay/AKAA. 
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Left: Living room with sleeping alcove at each end of 
the room. The pine ceiling was executed by local 
carpenters following the designs if Nail <:;akirhan. 
Photograph: R. Gunay/AKAA. 
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Minu Inkaya, a medical doctor 
and close .friend if the 
Cakirhans, works only in state 
hospitals. 

Nail Cakirhan was a poet and 
writer before beocming a 
self-educated architect/builder. 
Having studied and worked 
with local crafismen, he has 
built eighteen houses in the 
village if Akyaka alone since he 
designed his own residence in 
1970. 


