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O B J E C T I V E S .  Restoration and preservation of several his

toric buildings and neighbourhoods have concerned the Tour

ing and Automobile Association (TAA) for several years. Many 

of the nineteenth and twentieth century kiosks and pavilions 

in the royal parks along the Bosporus have been neglected; 

and the remaining old residential districts are in danger of 

being razed to make room for apartment blocks. In 1979, the 

TAA signed an agreement with the city to lease specific build

ings and parks to restore, to furnish, and to put them to 

profitable use. Each building is documented at the outset with 

maps, photographs and drawings. 

The buildings restored by the TAA were originally con

structed either with a wooden frame with brick and lime infill 

and clapboard façades, or with limestone blocks bonded with 

lime mortar. The association's projects fall into three catego

ries: restoration works, demolition and reconstruction, and 

new structures patterned on historic models. 

Left: The Malta pavilion in Yildiz Park was the first restoration completed 

by the Touring and Automobile Association (TAA). 
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R E S T O R A T I O N  W O R K S .  This first category entails re

pairing and refurbishing a building using traditional methods 

of construction but occasionally strengthening with reinforced 

concrete or cement. 

Yildiz Park. The park at Yildiz was first used by the Ottoman 

sultans in the early eighteenth century when Sultan Ahmet 

III built the wooden Çiragan Palace there. Sultan Abdulaziz 

built the Malta and Çadir pavilions between 1862 and 1871. 

The two pavilions were important in Ottoman history when 

190 they were used as the venue for the trial of Mithat Pasha by 

Sultan Abdulhamit II in 1881. During Abdulhamit's reign, 

many rare plants and trees were planted in the park. After the 

Turkish Republic was founded, government agencies took over 

the park, palaces, and pavilions. In 1979, the TAA leased the 

deteriorating pavilions and park to restore and revitalise them. 

Malta Pavilion. The Malta Pavilion was the first restoration 

job completed by the TAA. Minor repairs were done on the 

exterior walls that were repainted bottle green with white 

trim. The interiors were restored and repainted; and the ceil

ings and the woodwork were restored to their former glory. 

Furnishings, paintings, chandeliers, and so on, were collected 

to fit the style of the rich, nineteenth century baroque build

ing. It was designed to be re-used as a restaurant and confer

ence facility. The patrons are mostly from the upper and 

middle classes who use the pavilion for opulent functions. 

Çadir Pavilion. In 1983, the TAA made major repairs on the 

Çadir Pavilion. The outside was plastered and painted in a 

Bordeaux colour with white trimming. Richly painted ceilings 

inside were cleaned and painted also focusing on a Bordeaux 

colour scheme with silver and gold trimming. With panoramic 

views over the Bosporus, the pavilion is now used as a coffee 

house and has the atmosphere of an exclusive club. 

Above: The Malta Pavilion. The interiors were restored to their original 

nineteenth century character, including fundamentally European furniture 

and balustrades. 

Below: The Çadir Pavilion sits in a beautifully landscaped part of Yildiz 

Park with water significantly enhancing the ambiance. 



Emirgan Park. This park is first mentioned during the reign 

of Murât IV when he presented the land to Prince Mir Gun of 

Persia, hence Emirgan Park. In the second half of the nine

teenth century, it became the property of the Khedive Ismail 

Pasha who built a wooden saray on the Bosporus and the Pink, 

Yellow, and White Pavilions in the park. The Municipality of 

Istanbul bought the park and the pavilions allowing them to 

go into a state of disrepair until the TA A took over in 1979. 

The White Pavilion. The White Pavilion was built in a monu

mental, neo-classical style around the 1880's. Minor repairs 

were needed on the exterior but the interiors had to be en

tirely renovated. Gardens famous for their tulips and terraces 

were landscaped and a marble pool was built. The building was 

converted into a concert hall and restaurant. Good acoustics 

make the building ideal for piano recitals and chamber music 

concerts. Clientele attend regularly for music, festivals, films, 

and other special functions. 

The Pink Pavilion. This pavilion had been derelict for years. 

It was restored as a typical Bosporus house with appropriate 

Ottoman furnishings and woodwork. It is now open as a 

museum. The outside terrace is a cafe in the summer. 

The Yellow Pavilion. The Yellow Pavilion was bought by the 

municipality in 1941. After a fire in 1954, it was rebuilt. The 

TAA leased the building in 1979 and converted it into a tea 

Below left: The White pavilion in Emirgan Park reflects the late nineteenth 

century neo classical style. 

Above: The Yelloiu pavilion has none of the monumentality of the White 

pavilion and now functions as a tea-room and snack-bar. 

Below: The Pink pavilion has been restored as a museum. Its interior 

(bottom) has Ottoman furnishings. Note washbasin and samovar. 

room and snack bar. Renovations and refurbishing dated back 

to the 1920's-1930's style with nineteenth century paintings 

of the Bosporous, an original woodburning stove, and a small 

library on the Bosporous. Only the ground floor is open to the 

public. The first floor is now used by the municipality as a con

ference centre. 



Above left and above: The Khedive's Palace at Çubuklu, is a splendid art-

nouveau structure which now functions as a hotel. A stained glass skylight 

in the dome (below) adds drama to the interior. 

Opposite: The splendid hall has been meticulously restored into an inviting 

and elegant restaurant. 

The Khedive's Palace at Çubuklu. In 1982, the TA A began 

restoration work on the summer palace of the Khedive at Çu

buklu. It was built on the Asiatic side of the Bosporus between 

1905 and 1910 by Abbas Hilmi Pasha II, Khedive of Egypt 

from 1892-1914- This building was built in the Art Nouveau 

style with lavish embellishments. A lift takes people up to a 

small platform at the top of a tower for a spectacular view of 

the Bosporus. Years were spent researching the history of the 

house to recreate its original form. Mirrored ceilings, wood 

work and a stained glass skylight were restored. Every piece of 

furniture was designed to fit into the rich, baroque style of the 

building. The floor and wall tiles are Art Nouveau originals 

imported from Denmark, and the textiles covering the walls 

were copied from the originals that were in poor condition. 

Today the palace functions as a hotel, accommodating about 

50 people. The most expensive room in the palace is the 

Khedive's bedroom. The plethora of visitors to the palace and 

its grounds attest to its popularity. 







The Kariye Museum Neighbourhood. The Kftriye Museum is 

in a residential neighbourhood of dilapidating nineteenth cen

tury wooden houses. Visitors flock to the church to see its 

twelfth and fourteenth century mosaics and frescoes. In 1974, 

in an effort to rehabilitate the area, the TA A repaired and 

painted the facades of 12 houses on Bostan Sokak. Pavements 

were cemented, steps were rebuilt, iron grilles were restored, 

and rotten wood was replaced. No structural changes were 

made; interiors were untouched. The project included repair

ing the local fountain. Street were cobbled as well as the 

square in front of the museum. A few flower beds were planted 

and terraced steps were built up the hill. An open air cafe was 

installed on the terrace of a nearby house. The TAA is donat

ing money to restore the Kariye Museum roof and to clean the 

wall painting inside. The project will continue indefinitely. 

It is not hard to criticise the restorations and renovations 

at Kariye. Workmanship is poor — cracks are visible, roof tiles 

are already broken, iron grilles and brackets are rusting, and 

the gutters are placed incorrectly. A pudding shop the TAA 

built in front of the museum is an eyesore. But these negative 

aspects are offset by the paved and cobbled streets, a clean 

Opposite: The Kariye museum neighbourhood has been transformed by the 

cobbled streets and landscaping (top) and by the treatment of the wide 

stepped cobblestone paving (bottom). 

Below: Restoration work on the individual houses was not of high quality, 

but the overall effect was still a dramatic improvement (bottom). 

Above: The Konak Hotel ivas tom down and reconstructed in concrete 

and brick to meet firecode regulations. Clapboard façades were added to 

recreate the appearance of the wooden original structure. 

water fountain and advice the TAA gave to owners on improv

ing their homes. Overall the renovation not only gave the 

houses a facelift, but also improved the physical conditions of 

local inhabitants who are pleased with the improvements. The 

entire district now wants to be included in the TAA project 

zone. Thus, it is unfortunate that the restorations were not 

done more professionally. 

Cedid Mehmet Efendi Madrasa. In 1984, the TAA started 

restoring the Cedid Mehmet Efendi Madrasa, a seventeenth 

century building. The limestone building was completely di

lapidated with trees growing through the roof. Some rooms 

facing the street were closed off from the inside and rented out 

as retail shops. 

The building was restored using original materials. An 

arched doorway connecting the madrasa with the Konak Hotel 

garden is being rebuilt using cement mortar. The shops will 

also be rebuilt using cement blocks and bricks. When com

pleted, the madrasa will function as a crafts centre. 

D E M O L I T I O N  A N D  R E C O N S T R U C T I O N .  This cate

gory consists of wooden buildings, nineteenth century Istanbul! 

houses that were bought by the TAA with the intention of 

turning them into hotels or hostels. Hotels cannot be built of 

wood because of the risk of fire. These houses were torn down 

and rebuilt using a reinforced concrete frame, with breeze 

blocks or bricks as infill and cement mortar. Exterior façades 

are covered in clapboard that has been painted. Most of the 

interior spaces have also been changed. Thus, these structures 

are new with a veneer copied from an old model. 

The Konak Hotel. The Konak or "noble mansion" was most 

recently the house of ßükrü Bey who held the tobacco monop

oly under Sultan Abdulhamit II. This nineteenth century 

wooden mansion was bought by the TAA in the early 1970's. 

Since Istanbul law does not permit hotels to be built from 



wood, it was torn down and rebuilt using a concrete skeleton 

with brick infill and cement mortar. Façades were covered 

with clapboard duplicating original drawings and photographs. 

However, the interior spaces were changed — the separation 

of male quarters, selamlik, and female quarters, haremlik, was 

removed. New room divisions were created. The gardens and 

terrace at the rear were landscaped. A huge nineteenth cen

tury fountain was salvaged from another demolished mansion 

and installed. Pavements were covered in white marble. 

Çamlica Hill was completely landscaped, including building seven marble 

kiosks. 

Sogukçe§me Sokagi. A dozen houses, a tiny hammam and a 

grand Byzantine cistern are situated along the Sogukçe§me 

Sokagi, a narrow alley way. TAA bought eleven houses, and is 

still negotiating the purchase of the twelfth house. Each house 

was drawn and photographed before it was pulled down and 

rebuilt using a concrete frame with brick infill and cement 

mortar. Clapboard will cover the exteriors. Interiors were trans

formed according to their new function. Most of them will be 

converted into hotels or hostels, and one building will house 

the ivaqf library. External embellishments and details make 

the reconstructed houses different from the original houses. 

This is a controversial project. The Municipality wanted 

to pull the houses down because they were slums attached to 

the outer wall of the Topkapi Palace. But the TAA had already 

bought some of the houses and fought against their demolition. 

TAA won and then tore down the houses and rebuilt them 

again. Although these hotels will probably be popular with 

the tourists, the TAA cannot take credit for saving the tradi

tional wooden houses. 

N E W  S T R U C T U R E S .  T h e s e  a r e  e n t i r e l y  n e w  s t r u c t u r e s  

built on virgin sites. They are vaguely patterned after nine

teenth century prototypes. 

Çamlica Hill. This hill site has a spectacular view of Istanbul. 

It was derelict until the TAA leased it. They landscaped the 

area, replanted the woods and made pathways. An eighteenth 

century style coffee house was built, along with seven marble 

kiosks. Thousands of people flock to this popular picnic and 

panoramic spot. 

C O N C L U S I O N .  The pavilions at Yildiz and Emirgan Park 

and the Khedive's Palace on the Bosporus are well restored 

and beautifully maintained. But the renovations in the Kariye 

district are poor. Rebuilding the nineteenth century wooden 

houses with new materials and tacking a clapboard façade on 

them was controversial. Many people are irritated by the 

painted façades. However, these transformed houses make 

successful hotels. They are expected to pay back their cost 

which cannot be said of the pavilions or the Khedive Palace 

which have had enormous sums poured into them. 

The work done by the TAA under Giilersoy has started a 

trend of saving threatened areas of old Istanbul. 


