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AL-KINDI PLAZA
RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA
Client: Riyadh Development Authority, Riyadh. Architect:
Beeah Group Consultants, Riyadh (Ali Shuaibi and
Abdul-Rahman Hussaini, Architects). Completion Date:
November 1986

The Al-Kindi Plaza is located in the heart of the central area
of the Hayy Assafarat. It comprises the basic cultural, reli
gious, administrative and commercial facilities of the
community. It also includes a Friday Mosque, a government
service complex, a maidan or public square with shopping
arcades around it, and a variety of gardens and restaurants.
The total area of the site covers about twenty thousand
square metres, while the total floor area is about fifty-four
thousand square metres. The block, as a whole, is organised
around the maidan, but each individual building is organised
around a central courtyard. Two complex gateways link the
block with the surrounding boulevards, filtering the traffic
through the right channels - pedestrians through the ground
floor while motor vehicles enter through the lower level
where parking is available.
The urban architecture of the Najd was taken as the point
of reference, and the Master Plan clearly shows that influ
ence. Characteristic Najdi thick walls, small exterior openings,
and the principles of seclusion and privacy are all evident in
the design of the Al-Kindi Plaza. Response to climate and
topography was also made to reflect the manner of local
architecture. The sequences of the different spaces, souks,
public squares and landscaped areas were juxtaposed in such
a way as to create a semblance of older settlement patterns
but without directly copying them. There is no doubt about
the modern and urban design of the block.
The Friday Mosque, built according to a traditional Najdi
design, dominates the maidan, forming one of its sides. Two
tall minarets mark the gateways to the mosque. Shops,
restaurants and other public facilities in arcaded buildings
form one of the other sides of the maidan, while the govern
ment service complex completes the remaining defining
edges. These offices are organised around carefully planted
central atriums and a number of open courtyards. The atrium
is used as a cooling space and also as an aide in communica
tions between the different parts of the building, ensuring a
rich and varied inner life behind the massive walls with their
narrow openings.
The landscaping features of the Al-Kindi Plaza consist of
shaded arcades, small fountains and other water elements,
and planters. The maidan is paved with marble with a few
plants placed along the sides. Absence of shade means that
this public square is only used in the evenings. Traditionally,

The layout of the Diplomatic Quarter, organised into specific zones;
OPPOSITE: In keeping with the traditional Najdi style, massive walls
approximating the appearance of mud brick have few openings, as
well as decorative triangular bands marking floor levels; OVER
LEAF: This straightforward interpretation of Najdi architecture
replicates the mud brick construction of the past in more durable,
contemporary materials; two minarets identify the Friday Mosque,
facing onto Al-Kindi Plaza
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open spaces in hot, tropical climatic zones are only used after
sunset, so even this design feature fits into the rhythm of the
society. The Development Authority uses the office space
available to it in an enlightened and responsive way. The
general public has also been very receptive to this complex,
and it is used intensively by people coming from Riyadh.
They come to the maidan to pray in the mosque, to shop in
the arcades, eat in the many restaurants or simply to cruise
around. This is especially true on Fridays at prayer times, or
in the evenings when open markets, souks and fairs draw
huge crowds. The high quality of the design complex is not
only romantic but also workable.
Most of the technology used for this project is a modern
and imported one, a technology that is becoming increasingly
more familiar in Saudi Arabia. Reinforced concrete was used
in the framed system with hollow concrete blocks for the
infill, the structure being of the monolithic slab and beam
type. Some precast slabs were used in certain parts of the
building. Insulated tiled roofs and suspended ceiling tiles
complete the modern look. However, the external facades of
the whole of the Al-Kindi Plaza were treated by spraying
stucco on metal lath, creating a close proximation of the
texture of the traditional mud plaster finish on adobe,
formerly the most common building material used in the
Najd. Imported marble tiles were used to floor the public
spaces, and local cement was also used. Although all the
interior enclosed spaces are air conditioned, many executives
seem to prefer the natural and cool ventilation from the
narrow openings on the outside wall.
An interesting concept for services and site utilities was
provided through a central, linear tunnel which runs under
neath the entire length of the site. It is accessible from the
parking level and serves all the different elements of the
centre. Independent entrances and exits were designed in a
way so that they do not interfere with either the traffic or
pedestrians. The contractors and the labour force used were
mostly Korean in origin.
The total initial budget was SR 143-0 million and the total
actual budget was SR 123.6 million, while the actual cost per
square metre was SR 2,278. The architect claims that the cost
per square metre was below that of the average building in
Saudi Arabia; however, the land and infrastructure were
provided by the Riyadh Development Authority. Construction
began in April 1983 and was completed in November 1986.
The overall function of the Plaza seems to be very success
ful, and all the different parts work together harmoniously.
Shopping arcades, the atrium and the controlled climates all
seem to be functioning well. However, the most successful
innovation in the use of materials is that of the sprayed stucco
on the exterior facades. It creates a texture, shaded and
unshaded, cutting out the glare and cooling the facades at the
same time. No signs of ageing have manifested themselves
yet; in any case the sophisticated and well disciplined
maintenance techniques should be able to keep the buildings
in good order.

FROM ABOVE: Arcades have various linlel heights to break the
uniformity of column bays around the plaza; shaded, open arcades
link all of the buildings in the complex; OPPOSITE: The Mosque,
seen through the arcade surrounding the plaza; OVERLEAF: Planted
gardens relieve the uniformity of sand coloured walls used through
out the complex; site plan; ground-floor plan; PAGE 102: Panels
reminiscent of Kafess provide lacy shade along extended passage
ways; PAGE 103: The integration of landscape and architecture is a
significant feature of this project
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