


DEMIR HOLIDAY VILLAGE 
BODRUM, TURKEY 

Architects: Turgut Cansever, Emine 
Ögün, Mehmet Ögün, and Feyza 
Cansever 

Client: Tuyako A.S. 

Completed: 1987 and ongoing 

The Demir Holiday Village consists of thirty-five 

detached villas on a 50-hectare site which is located 

nine kilometres north of Bodrum. They are vacation 

houses for middle-class Turkish families, custom-

designed for their occupants and beautifully executed. 

The villas form the first phase of a much larger 

development scheme which has yet to be realized. 

The spectacular site is situated on a bay surrounded 

by national forest lands. It was bought many years ago 

by the architect, Turgut Cansever, and his partner, Tu-

grul Akçura, who established a company to develop it. 

The architect, who is designer and developer as well 

as the executor of the project, devised unusual and 

ideal solutions for the execution of his scheme. In 

acquiring a large tract of land which was surrounded 

by reserve forests and the sea, he established his first 

objective, which was to create a vacation village that 

was not surrounded by poorly designed and built 

developments which have mushroomed all over that 

region. By limiting his basic construction materials to 

those that were available locally, he achieved his 

second objective of making a relevant and modern 

contribution to the architectural heritage of the area, a 

heritage with Greek, Byzantine and Ottoman layers. 

By selling the villas at a relatively high price, the 

architect ensured that the property would be well 

maintained. By offering a range of twelve villa types, 

he was able to custom-design houses for his clients, 

thereby making it commercially viable and 

architecturally varied. 

Uniting all these ideas was the architect's paramount 

concern for protecting the environment and the 

amenity of the site. To this end, he defined a policy of 

conserving the trees and the soil: no trees could be cut 

and no soil was to be moved or brought in; cars were 

to be excluded as much as possible from the site; the 

shoreline was protected, and sea pollution was tightly 

controlled. 

The architectural style was also designed to be 

harmonious with the cultural and natural surround-
An intentionally limited palette oj materials as well as 

ings. A common architectural language was evolved carefu,preservation ofthe landscape has ensured that the 

for the entire construction consisting of stone, wood, villas are compatible with their natural context. 





and exposed concrete. Nine villa types have been 

constructed thus far. Each client was shown the 2.7 

hectare site on which the villas were to be built. 

Within that area, future owners were free to choose 

any location for the site of their summer villas, and the 

only constraint was that a new house could not 

obstruct the sea views of a neighbour's. The sites were 

not laid out on a grid; plots were standard in area but 

not in shape. A wide range of stone wall textures and 

colours for shutters and doors adds further variety. 

The paths and lanes between the villas, the richly 

landscaped gardens and terraces, and the highly 

diverse yet controlled massing of the villas themselves 

create the look and feel of a natural settlement. 

The wonder of these villas is the architect's skill at 

achieving almost an infinity of variation within the 

limits of a tightly restricted formal language. 

Jury citation: 

The Award is given for the foresight of the architect 

who has re-designed the traditional forms of local 

architecture to yield a coherent union of new and old 

materials. The result is refined yet simple. The well-

crafted, beautifully sited houses set a high standard 

for architectural design, craftsmanship and commer

cial land development. A rich vocabulary of patterned 

stone walls and walkways and the sensitive integra

tion of native plant materials create a seductive and 

peaceful retreat for the inhabitants. The careful layout 

of the modest, individual buildings retains the scenic 

view and preserves the landscape. The integral design 

of the restrained interiors is the product of an assured 

hand. 
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ABOVE: Roofs have been designed as decks to take advan
tage of an excellent climate and good views; OPPOSITE . 
Loadbearing stone ivalls, 50 cm. thick, are the primary 
structural and aesthetic language of the villa complex, 
which allowed locai masons to work with a materia! 
familiar to them, as well as providing good thermal 
performance. 
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ABOVE: Overall plan of the Bodrum peninsula, with Demir 
shown as a black clot in the upper right, near the coast: 
BELOW: Master plan of the entire resort complex, with the 
existing houses shown on the upper right, near the coast; 
OPPOSITE: Each villa has been treated as an entity and yet 
has been sited in such a way as to contribute to the entire 
composition. 
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ABOVE: While details have been kept to a minimum, they 
have also been executed with great care: BELOW.Plan of 
phase one; OPPOSITE: The vernacular architecture of this 
region consists of simple repetitive modular units of local 
stone, punctuated with small rectangular windows. These 
can be seen all along the Aegean coast, and served as a 
model for the Dem ir villas. 
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ABOVE: As with exterior details, interiors have been kept 
simple, but have been executed with painstaking care; 
BELOW: Plan of one of the nine villa types available: Type 
II D, gross area, 105 square metres; OPPOSITE: Labour 
intensive masonry techniques eventually evolved into a 
system of shuttering to control the accuracy of the walls and 
details, which reduced costs and shortened construction 
time. 
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BELOW: Axonometrie of Villa Type II D. 


