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This presentation is to introduce to you a proposal for 
the development of SuI aim an Court opposite Pertama 
Complex In line with the objectives of Dewan 
Bandaraya, the redevelopment will basically be 
concerned with the creation of a complex that will 
bear a two fold purpose aesthetic and functional 
However, the overall structural design will incor
porate and portray a concept which encompasses the 
social, cultural and aesthetic qualities of Malaysia, 
a rich indigenous background. To this end there will 
be amenities of recreational space for active sports 
and musical activities, facilities for cultural shows, 

Sulaiman Court development 

72 

exhibitions and expositions as well as commercial and 
retail areas. This will be the centre to promote social, 
cultural and aesthetic awareness. There are various 
deficiencies already apparent in the structure of Kuala 
Lumpur. Significantly, in the city, there is a dire need 
for places to visit. There is no one common place 
where the masses from all walks of life can congre
gate. One notices the absence of any centre that pro
vides good all round recreation. Places like BB Park, 
and Lucky World had provided easily available and 
cheap entertainment but long after they have been 
demolished, there has never been any replacement. 



In their places shopping complexes have sprung up 
and nowadays the public turns to seek amusement by 
frequenting Sungei Wang or Pertama without any 
constructive purpose. The lack of attractive cultural 
or social constructive activities in these places merely 
result, unfortunately, in encouraging loitering or 
loafing. Entertainment and recreation are not readily 
obtainable for the man in the street simply because 
there are not enough places for these activities, or 
because of exorbitant prices. Neither is there focus 
for the development of aesthetic pursuits, arts or 
indigenous skills. Another problem is racial 
segmentation. Presently nearly all public places are 
racially segregated, for example Petaling Street for the 
Chinese, or Kampong Baru for the Malays. There 
must be a place that can draw all Malaysians together 
to encourage racial integration. Because of the 
encroachment of rapid development, pasar malam 
(night markets) sites and shop houses have gradually 
made way for commercial buildings which are 
impersonal and isolated in character. The Kuala 
Lumpur scenery is becoming a concrete jungle, cold 
monolithic buildings interspersed occasionally by the 
obligatory dashes of greenery. There is a desperate 
need to provide places for small traders and to 
improve the dreary landscape of the city itself. 
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The redevelopment of Sulaiman Court will offer 
several solutions to the city's problems by providing 
a suitable venue for people to indulge in social, 
cultural and recreational activities, thereby fulfilling 
an important cultural objective. To provide an 
alternative to endless wanderings in shopping 
complexes, the new Sulaiman Court will serve as a 
useful channel for creative and constructive 
recreation. A visit to Sulaiman Court would produce 
a sense of occasion and a feeling of purpose and 
excitement. Besides accommodating the ever popular 
attractions of pasar malam and hawkers' stalls, 
Sulaiman Court will create for them a lively, central 
location It will be the place in Kuala Lumpur to visit 
not only for local visitors but foreign tourists too will 
be able to see at first hand the richness and variety of 
Malaysian life, be it a wayang kulit show, dondang 
sayang concert or displays of local skills. The centre 
will encourage aesthetic pursuit, a flourishing of arts 
and crafts and allow the display of indigenous works 
The public will be enticed to this place to partake of 
social, cultural, and racial integration which will 
represent a conscious effort at creating a common 
focus for the interaction of all races, Malay, Chinese, 
Indian, indeed everyone - propitiating national 
unity through a national culture. 
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At the same time in line with the new economic policy, 
Sulaiman Court will seek to help rectify the existing 
economic imbalances by securing a more equatible 
share in terms of Bumiputra participations Within 
such conducive conditions, the centre will help foster 
growth of the economic interests of the Bumiputra 
community The emphasis is as much on restructuring 
as redevelopment. Sulaiman Court as a landmark will 
commemorate the concern of the government for the 
welfare of the rakyat. Until now, Sulaiman Court has 
always represented a dedicated effort on the part of 
the authorities to provide mass housing and urban 
amenities. Its development will reinforce this concern 
in the eyes of the public and enhance the image of the 
government in caring for society at large This helps 
fulfil the city's moral obligation to the rakyat. 

Sulaiman Court will be a public place where we can 
all congregate and to which we can all relate. It will 
be the first of its kind in this part of the world. A lively 
city square for creative recreation for everyone. The 
primary objective is to create a public attraction on a 
scale that had never been known before in Malaysia. 
The impact on the city will mark real achievement in 
social and cultural terms. At the same time it will 
enable the development of a unique Malaysian ar
chitectural style that draws inspiration from old 
traditions. 
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Redevelopment will concentrate on creating space in 
a public plaza of the largest proportions. This will be 
architecturally accentuated by an open amphitheatre, 
a spherical planetarium, and an impressive gateway. 
By despatching the traffic underground, and covering 
it with a terrace, a pedestrian area of unmatched 
proportions will be created. This design concept 
draws its special character from the old Moorish 
architecture of Kuala Lumpur that has long been the 
hallmark of the city. Our historic buildings that give 
the city its unique image such as the railway station, 
the old JKR headquarters, the secretariat, the old 
City Hall and Masjid Jamaq, all display characteristic 
colouring and treatment that have provided inspira
tion and guidance for Sulaiman Court. The horizon
tal banding and domes of the complex itself are an 
extension of this theme. 

The stripes comprising ofrefiective glass and anodised 
aluminium will create a vibrant visual and 
psychological link with the image of the city we wish 
to preserve, yet portraying a contemporary effect All 
in all the design ensures that the complex will not be 
prey to the kind of anonymity that befalls other 
modern building and neutralises the individuality of 
cities. Pink and white stripes are a strong factor in the 
image of the older buildings of Kuala Lumpur and it 
will again recur in a modern context creating a con-



tinuing link with the past, a harmonious culmination 
to our historic buildings which are monuments to 
their times and emphasise the beauty of traditional 
Islamic architecture. Sulaiman Court will be a symbol 
of our time and our vision A curvilinear motif for the 
architecture is used to offset the predominance of 
angularity in the city's modern highrise buildings, 
complementing the voluptuous lines of the Mogul 
style and the elaborate decorations of our old shop 
houses and terrace houses. The curvilinear form 
ensures not only continuity between old and new, but 
strong visual impact as well. 

Two towers will rise to the height of 53 storeys 
geometrically angled towards each other. The twin 
towers are identical in dimension. One of them and 
most of the other will be for office space, while 25 
storeys of the second will accommodate a hotel whose 
facilities such as conference rooms, ballrooms, and 
restaurants, will be located on the third, fourth and 
fifth floors. 

A helipad is provided on one of the towers. Sulaiman 
Court will house a centralised terminus for public and 
private transport comprising bus stations, taxi stands, 
the aerobus, the light rail transit (LRT) system and a 
large car park Adjacent to the complex, traffic along 
lalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman and lalan Dang Wangi 
will pass through an underground carriage way From 
lalan Raja Laut motorists will have access to both 
ends of the river car park. The basement car park is 
accessible from lalan Dang Wangi and lalan Hang 
lebat. The LRT and its station are actually within the 
car park over the river The curvilinear carpark has 
six levels of parking and ramps at both ends which are 
marked by domes giving the building visual character. 
It is linked to the complex by a bridge over lalan Raja 
Laut. This three level bridge accommodates shops 
and stalls as welJ as the aero bus and its station. The 
hotel lobby will open directly onto taxi and bus 
terminals with its lifts linking it to the hotel floors 
at higher levels As well as the transport terminals on 
this level are large areas for hawkers' stall, a bowling 
alley, a gymnasium and six squash courts. 

The ground floor is the main feature of the whole 
development because of its large, open and sheltered 
plazas which safely leads pedestrians across to 
Pertama Complex, the Odeon Cinema and the ter
raced shops on the other side of lalan Tuanku Abdul 
Rahman. The main feature of the plaza will be the 
sunken agora, the focal point of all the activities in 
the complex. It will provide an unsurpassed venue for 
a wide range of activities, such as expositions, dis
plays and cultural happenings. On the first and se
cond floors, there will be more shops overlooking the 
plaza and the entrance to the planetarium. Natural 
sunlight streams through the domes' sky light and 
illuminates these floors and down through the void to 
the hotel reception level on the ground floor. 
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The space frame construction for the covered plaza 
and the geodesic dome of the planetarium are revolu
tionary construction techniques. The interlaCing of 
metal structural material breaks up the large size of 
modern buildings to a more acceptable scale, while 
simultaneously creating a visual interest that 
constantly changes as the pedestrians move through 
the complex. The geodesic dome will be the first in 
Malaysia. Its impressive sphere is the culmination of 
all the visual images that the architect has produced 
and an exciting climax to the public plaza. 

In changing the skyline of Kuala Lumpur, the 
architects are intensely aware of the impact their work 
will have on the environment for generations to come 
and the firm is confident that this proposal for the 
redevelopment of Sulaiman Court could mean much 
to Kuala Lumpur. 

All photographs courtesy of Hijjas Bin Kasturi 
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