
Cairo is a sick city, and a very sick one at 
that. It is inflicted with a number of dis
eases that have become chronic and ende
mic. This is due to the failure to exercise 
prudence and preventive care, and the 
negligence in providing treatment when 
the first signs of these diseases appeared, 
so that now the very life of this city is in 
danger. Cairo suffers from indigestion, di
arrhoea, nausea and blocked arteries as 
well as an acute allergy caused by pollution 
and noise. Physicians have long been at 
loggerheads to prescribe a remedy, for 
each tried to cure the disease of his spe
cialisation while he disregarded the side
effects of the treatment. It is regrettable, 
indeed, that remedial operations were only 
applied whenever some part of the city, 
owing to fatigue and exhaustion, was on 
the verge of collapse. However, once some 
outward signs of recovery appeared, the 
medication would be suspended and the 
city would suffer a sever relapse. Then a 
few sedatives would be quickly adminis
tered but, as experience has shown, they 
would fail to cure the disease. 

Everyone in Cairo knows these diseases 
well and actually suffers from their effects: 
the acute housing shortage, the break
down in public utilities and telephones, the 
chaotic traffic and transport, the over
crowding, and the congestion due to bad 
planning, especially with respect to 
zoning. 

The question is how to save Cairo, the 
historic capital of Egypt and an important 
international centre, from deterioration. 
Despite the tremendous and unstinting 
efforts by the government and its agencies 
and the huge financial allocations ex
pended annually, no sooner did some visi
ble effect emerge than it quickly dis
appeared. The adage, "Immunity is safer 
than remedy" , still provides the truest, 
best and quickest method to cure any prob
lem, and we must adhere to it with the 
hope of succeeding where we had previous
ly failed. 

Any brief survey of the city would indicate 
that most of its problems are associated 
with the "terrible triangle" in the centre 
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described by the three midans (squares), 
Tahrir, Ataba and Ramses. With each 
having particular characteristics and being 
situated in the proximity of various func
tions, these squares are hubs that attract 
heavy traffic and large crowds to such an 
extent that they are often paralysed, and 
all streets and roads leading to them are 
blocked. Traffic jams originating there 
spread to roads, streets and squares in 
many parts of the city. If these squares 
were to be reorganised with a view to 
obtaining better traffic circulation, a great 
many of Cairo's problems will have been 
solved. The following are three proposals, 
each focussing on one of the squares. 

Midan Tahrir 

Problem 

There are several main streets that flow 
into this square: Ramses, Gala'a, Tala'at 
Harb, Tahrir, Kasr al-Aini and Moham
med Mahmoud as well as secondary streets 
from Corniche ai-Nil. The square attracts 
pedestrians as well as heavy traffic of both 
private and public vehicles because of its 
close proximity to ministries and govern
ment developments. There are some eigh
teen ministries and their developments as 
well as the Tahrir Complex, the Cabinet 
Seat and the People's Assembly in the 
vicinity. All these buildings and their 
annexes lie within a rectangle of only 500 
by 700 m, which also includes several build
ings with mixed residential and office use. 

Most of the ministry buildings are no lon
ger suitable for governmental use owing to 
bad design? obsolescence and incapacity to 
accommodate increasing staff. Further
more, it is impossible to modify these 
buildings for contemporary office func
tions, whose lay-out and interior spaces may 
be a reason for the low productivity of civil 
servants. The question, then, is whether 
the government functions ought to be relo
cated elsewhere. 
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Proposed Solution 

The governmental offices in the Tahrir 
area can be relocated in October 6th City, 
at present designed as a residental city on 
the Pyramids-Fayyum Desert road. Only 
18 km from the Cairo-Alexandria desert 
road, the city is planned to incorporate a 
main street linking with July 26th Avenue 
through Madinat al-Awqaf. It will thus be 
only 30 km from the centre of Cairo. 

The 6th of October City plans are almost 
complete with the main road network 
already laid and most of the public utilities 
(water mains, sewage and electricity) in
stalled. Since it is located in a desert area, 
it would be relatively easy to expand the 
city to accommodate up to one million in
habitants, and to incorporate within the 
city plan a section for governmental func
tions (the Cabinet Seat, the People's 
Assembly and the Presidential Residence 
as well as offices for public sector com
panies that are closely related to some 
ministries and which, at present, occupy 
flats in residential apartment blocks in 
Cairo and suburbs). 

Standardised designs could be drawn up 
for these ministries so that construction 
could be completed within a period of four 
years. At the same time, work could pro
ceed on designing and preparing contem
porary office furniture and equipment so 
that the ministries could relocate and move 
in during the fifth year. 

Meanwhile, a study could be made evaluat
ing the present government buildings. Be
cause they are so obsolescent, those 
erected prior to World War II ought to be 
pulled down while the remaining buildings, 
suitable as residences, could be rented out 
to middle-income citizens. It is possible to 
modify most of the government buildings 
constructed after World War II into re
sidential ones and to rent them at afford
able prices for a five-year period, after 
which these buildings, too, would be pulled 
down. The whole site could then be made 
to comprise gardens, playgrounds, clubs, 
swimming pools and restaurants, and thus 
to serve the residential areas. 
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Traffic flow flam Heliopolis to the city centle in Ramses Stleet 
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Results 

The adoption of this scheme would: 
• defuse the congestion ot Tahrir square 

which has reached explosive propor
tions, 

• reduce pedestrian and vehicular traffic in 
the square and the connecting roads, 
thus making it possible to introduce 

automated traffic control systems and re
ducing the need for large numbers of 
police officers; 

• reduce traffic over the Kasr aI-Nil and 
Gala'a Bridges, in the light of which the 
currently proposed plans for elevated 
roads on both sides of the Nile and their 
connecting roads would be re-examined; 

• secure new quarters for governmental 

functions economically and fast, with 
buildings designed to meet contempo
rary needs and close to residential areas 
thus ensuring better work conditions, re
ducing commuting time and increasing 
productivity. 

• help ease Cairo's housing crisis at a very 
little cost by making available residential 
units for middle-income people; 



• clear the centre of Cairo to introduce 
much needed greenery; and 

• link the new quarter for ministries with 
the Cairo centre as well as with other 
parts of the city such as Cairo University, 
Zamalik, Dokki, Agouza, the Pyramids 
Road and Imbaba, and naturally reduce 
traffic on both banks of the Nile. 

MidanAtaba 

Problem 

This midan is linked to the streets of Al
Azhar, Muski, Al-Geish, Abdel Aziz and 
the Citadel, as well as to secondary streets 
from the Opera and Khazinadar squares. 
Day and night, this midan is crowded with 
pedestrians and vehicles, including big lor
ries, because of the warehouses located in 
neighbouring quarters (Ezbekiya, Muski, 
Bab al-Shariya, Gamaliya, Darb al
Ahmar), the AI-Azhar and AI-Hussein 
Mosques and the Central Post Office. 

Since the warehouses serve Cairo as well as 
most other governorates of Egypt, a great 
number of lorries and trailer trucks come 
to this area where about 90 per cent of the 
roads are narrow, winding alleyways, origi
nally designed for pedestrians and small 
animal-drawn carts. A lorry, entering one 
of these alleys, would block it completely, 
and the traffic congestion caused by several 
lorries coming to the warehouses simul
taneously would cause traffic jams that 
would soon tie up the entire area all the 
way to Midan Ataba. 

Most of the buildings in the five quarters 
mentioned above are very old and unfit for 
residence; some are even derelict. Inter
mingled with them are a large number of 
historic buildings such as mosques, khans 
and houses, which the Department of 
Antiquities is valiantly trying to maintain, 
repair and restore to their former beauty 
and splendour. This, however, can only be 
achieved by removing the encroachments 
and clearing the ground around them. 
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Midan Ataba with the Central Post Office in the background 
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Proposed Solution 

It is proposed to remove all the warehouses 
from this area. The wholesale goods traffic 
includes textiles, cloth, paper, lumber, 
leather, hides, glass, oils, soap, perfumery, 
electricity and sanitation equipment, 
paints, etc., most of which are highly in
flammable, thus it is not advisable to have 
warehouses in a high-density quarter. 

It would be advantageous to designate 
several sites for warehouses on the ring-

road now being constructed around Cairo, 
since this will allow access to various quar
ters of the city directly. After the ware
houses and commercial traffic are elimi
nated from the Midan Ataba area, this 
quarter could be restored to its historic 
function with artisanal workshops on the 
street level and residences on upper floors. 

The establishment of such communities 
and having modern facilities and serving 
contemporary needs, could be completed 
within four years and economically. Once 
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the artisans and new functions are relo
cated in the area, the warehouses could be 
pulled down and the quarter could be rede
signed with increased space available. 

Results 

The adoption of this plan would 
• reduce traffic in the Ataba area; 
• open the possibility of incorporating 

Ataba, Opera Square and Ezbekiya 
Gardens into one large green area with 
parking facilities and turning Cairo's 
main shopping area into a pedestrian 
zone; 

• help to improve living conditions by re
designing and rejuvenating the area; 

• lead to the clearing and landscaping of the 
areas adjacent to Islamic monuments; 
and 

• provide an opportunity to develop the 
quarter by introducing facilities such as 
hotels, restaurants and gardens. 

Midan Ramses 

Problem 

The crux of the problem is the Central 
Railway Station itself. Providing the major 
link between the capital and other parts of 
the country, the trains serve millions of 
people going to or coming from points 
north, south, east and west. Outside the 
station gates, pedestrians mingle with 
carts, carriages, private cars, taxis, buses 
and tram cars while work is currently 
underway on the Cairo underground which 
will have a main station at Midan Ramses. 

When the Central Station was built, 
together with its midan, at the beginning of 
the century, it was not expected to serve a 
city of over 10 million. Neither the present 
shape and size of the midan are suitable 
nor the width and design of the roads lead
ing to it (Ramses, Gala'a Gumhuriya, 
Kamel Sidky, Clot Bey, Shubra and Sab-
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The Central Railway Station, aerial view. 
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tiya) are adequate to meet present needs. 
In no way can the arteries and the squares 
be redesigned to the volume of traffic 
attracted by the Central Station. 

Proposed Solution 

Studies are underway for building a new 
bridge across the Nile, near the Ismailiya 
Canal, at the northern entrance to Cairo. 
Therefore, a possible solution could be to 
transfer the Central Station to a location 
near the Ismailiya Canal where railway 
warehouses, offices and workers' resi
dences presently are 

The railway tracks running from this site to 
Midan Ramses could be dismantled. The 
trains coming from Upper Egypt could 
cross the Nile over the new bridge by 
means of a siding to be laid at the mouth of 
the Ismailiya Canal, instead of crossing the 
Nile over the Imbaba Bridge. Modern con-

struction techniques now make it possible 
to erect huge metal structures to cover 
large areas, such as aircraft hangars and 
even sports stadiums, without the need to 
build roof-supporting pylons. Metal roofs 
could be manufactured off site and install
ed by means of cranes in a relatively short 
time and at little cost. Thus it would be 
easy to build a new railway station over the 
existing tracks without disrupting railway 
traffic. 

If the Central Station is then moved, the site 
could be used for providing space for 
buses, taxis and private cars and would 
serve as a terminal for intra-city transport, 
while the total volume of traffic in Midan 
Ramses area will have been significantly 
reduced. 

The proposed railway station could be link
ed with the Corniche aI-Nil on both sides 
of the river as well as with the roads flank
ing the Ismailiya Canal, thus providing fast 
access to the centre. It would also be con
veniently connected with other parts of 



Cairo, its suburbs as well as new settle
ments by means of the ring road. 

Results 

This proposal addresses problems not only 
of Midan Ramses itself but many of those 
of Cairo The adoption of this proposal 
would result in the following benefits: 

1) Most of the problems of Midan Ramses 
itself would be almost automatically eli
minated. Furthermore, the need for an ele
vated road from the October 6th Bridge to 
Heliopolis may also be eliminated as well 
as the need for building the underground, 
which involves a tremendous cost and 
whose construction exacerbates the traffic 
problem. 

2) Cairo's Midan Ramses Station would be 
linked to all parts of the city by means of 
fast roads without going through the city 
centre. This would, naturally, reduce traf
fic within the city itself and facilitate 
traffic control. 

3) The railway siding to divert trains from 
Imbaba Bridge to the new bridge pro
posed at the mouth of the Ismailiya Canal 
would result in the removal of the present 
tracks which constitute a barrier between 
various residential quarters such as Shub
ra, Sharabeya, Geziret Badran, Sabitya, 
Bulaq, Rod ai-Farag. Furthermore, the 
danger of railway accidents would be eli
minated in the area. 

4) When building the railway station to 
divert trains from Upper Egypt, a track 
should extend from this siding to the 6th of 
October City (currently under construc
tion) and on through to Fayyum. In this 
way, the Fayyum Governorate would be 
linked directly to Cairo and the other Delta 
governorates without the need to go via 
Beni Suef railway station. This linkage 
would accelerate the development of the 
6th of October City, especially if the gov
ernment ministries are located there as 
proposed. 
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5) Once the present railway station is dis
mantled, its site, together with the lost 
north of the square, could all be incorpo
rated within Midan Ramses, which could 
then be redesigned to ensure traffic flow 
and enhance the aesthetic aspects of the 
area as a whole. 

The foregoing proposals aim to cure the 
problem of Cairo's main squares as well as 
to bring solutions to a broader set of prob
lems. It is with a view to reinvigorating 
Cairo as one of the world's leading capitals 
and to enabling it to function as a major 
city until the year 2000, and even after, that 
these proposals were developed. 
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