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The following are guiding principles for 
architecture in non-Islamic environments. 

1) This architecture must express: 
• Unity as its essence: one God, one 

Truth, one existence 
• Koran as its message 
• Prophetic tradition and Islamic law as 

its path: the framework for functional 
programming 

• Pervasiveness of justice as its school 
of thought. 

2) The structure and form of religious 
activities such as ablution, prayer and 
Friday congregation should be treated with 
the utmost care, and preserved and rein
forced by architecture. 

3) The sacred and mundane are to be inte
grated through continuity and juxtaposi
tion, yet differentiated by the character of 
space and form. For example, architecture 
should ensure that it is an act of conscious 
will to step inside a mosque, as compared 
to (for example) walking from the library 
stacks to the reading area. 

4) This architecture should be expressive 
and understandable to all. It should em
ploy a form language which for immigrant 
Muslims evokes a sense of belonging in 
their present and hope in their future. To 
indigenous Muslims it should represent a 
linkage with Muslims from other parts of 
the world, and should underscore the 
universality and unity of Islam. To new 
Muslims this architecture should invoke 
confidence in their new belief. To non
Muslims it should take the form of clearly 
identifiable buildings which are inviting 
and open, or at least not secretive, closed 
and forbidding. 

5) It should exhibit a sense of economy of 
architectural means and generosity of 
Islamic-humanistic ends. There should 
be nothing, whether functional or sym
bolic, without a purpose. It should not 
be a temperamental nor a capricious 
architecture. 

6) It should be ecologically appropriate; 
embellish and reinforce the natural con
text; be energy-conserving and climatically 
sensible. 
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7) It should be technologically appropriate 
in terms of the choice of materials and 
techniques of construction. 

8) In the choice of architectural motifs it 
should in no way reinforce the erroneous 
mythology of Near Eastern "Islamic" 
exotica of the Thousand and One Nights. 

9) It should be a beautiful architecture, 
aiming at the ideals of the Islamic 
aesthetic. 

10) This architecture is a physical 
statement on behalf of Islam and the 
Muslim community. It is a proselytizing 
gesture which, acording to Koran XXV, 
should be made in the best manner: 
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LOWER LEVEL PLAN 

KEY: 
I Staff entrance 
2 Atrium 
3 Toilets 
4 Storage 

5 Mail room 
6 Office 
7 Receiving 
8 Mechanical 

"Invite to the Way of your Lord with 
wisdom and beautiful preaching, and argue 
with them in ways that are best and most 
gracious .... " It should be like a greeting 
of peace and an invitation to discourse and 
dialogue about Islam. 

Case Study: 
The Islamic Centre of North America 

In 1975, the Muslim Students Association 
of the U.S.A. and Canada decided to 
centralize its numerous activities by estab
lishing a headquarters in Plainfield, 
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9 Library storage 
10 Unexcavated 
11 Areaway 
12 Truck dock 
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Plainfield, Indiana: The Islamic Centre of North America Plan of the lower level 

Plan: O. Haider 
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Indiana. The 84-acre site has been re
served for the following major facilities: 
• Mosque for five hundred men and 

women, with provision for about twenty
five percent overflow 

• Research library for 100,000 volumes, 
plus microfilm and audio-visual library 

• Office complex for sponsoring and asso
ciated organizations 

• Offices and storage space for the Islamic 
Book Service 

• Educational camp building with an audi
torium, classrooms, day care centre and 
cafeteria 

• Cabins and dormitories for five hundred 
short-term residents 

• Staff housing for seven families 
• Recreational and outdoor sports facilities. 

The Master Plan and the design of all 
buildings is already complete. The 
Mosque-library-headquarters building illus
trates most of the design principles used in 
the project, including continuity under one 
roof, spatial hierarchies and morphological 
discipline in the form of principal geo
metric elements. 1 

Note 

1 This report is an abridgement of a more 
comprehensive study of Islamic architecture in non
Islamic environments, for which the Islamic Centre of 
North America is but one case study. The larger study 
could not be printed in its entirety due to spatial 
constraints. Readers seeking more information on this 
topic should contact the author 

KEY: 
1 Entrance lobby 
2 Mosque entrance 
3 Mosque lobby 
4 Domed area 
5 Minbar area 
6 Mil).rab 
7 Eyvans 
8 Men's toilets 
9 Women's toilets 

10 Ablution 
11 Imam's office 
12 Men's coatroom 
13 Women's coatroom 
14 Women's entrance 
15 Librarian 
16 Assistant librarian 
17 Circulation desk 
18 Stacks 

19 Reading area 
20 Conference rooms 
21 Offices 
22 Offices 
23 Showroom 
24 Plaza pools 
25 Minaret 
26 Sundial 

Plainfield, Indiana: The Islamic Centre of North America Plan of the main level 

Plan: G. Haider 

Plainfield, Indiana: The Islamic Centre of North America Northwest elevation 

Drawing: G. Haider 
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UPPER LEVEL PLAN 
a 9 18 feet 

KEY 
1 Women's p/aye/ alea 
2 Ablution 
3 Child care 
4 Rare books 
5 Stacks 

6 Seminal 
7 A V, microfilms 
8 Reading area 
9 Project 100m 

10-13 Professional associations 

14 Seminar 
15 Women's toilets 
16 Men's toilets 
17 Additional project space 
18 Roof deck 

Plainfield, Indiana The Islamic Centre of NOIth America Plan of the uppe/ level 

Plan G Haider 

SECTION 

Plainfield, Indiana The Islamic Cenlle of NOIth America Longitudinal section 

Drawing G Haider 


