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Background 1 

In 1951 the Government of Pakistan 
established the University of Karachi. The 
construction of a well-equipped modern 
university is an expensive venture, but the 
government recognized the importance of 
higher education and launched a building 
programme in spite of the expense. The 
site was a flat plot of 1200 acres, northeast 
of the city and eight miles from its centre. 
A team of French architects was com
missioned to develop the layout of the 
University and to design its individual 
buildings. The services of Michel Ecochard 
were secured through the courtesy of the 
United Nations, those of Mssrs. Riboulet 
and Thurnauer through the French Tech
nical Assistance Board. 

The building programme is designed to 
accommodate some seven thousand 
students in Faculties of Arts, Islamic 
Learning, Sciences, Business and Public 
Administration, Education and Law. 
Housing will be available on campus for 
one thousand students, in addition to staff 
and servant housing and an international 
hostel. Other services include an ad
ministration building, auditorium, library, 
museum, mosque, teachers' club and guest 
house, student union, infirmary and a 
number of athletic facilities. A north
south road forms the principal axis and 
divides the campus in two, with general 
buildings to the east and student housing 
and sports facilities to the west. 
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Design Principles and Implementation 

The classrooms and major University 
buildings should be centrally located, and 
thereby in easy contact with all campus 
residents. Staff and service personnel, who 
have family lives independent of the 
University, should be able to maintain an 
autonomous lifestyle within campus 
confines. Protection will be required 
against the sometimes harsh climate to 
ensure comfort and favourable working 
conditions. This will necessitate a certain 
orientation of buildings and shading 
mechanisms (vertical and horizontal brise
solei£). Only the laboratories will be 
airconditioned. 

Green spaces and footpaths will make 
circulation and integration of buildings and 
areas of campus easy and pleasant. A 
variety of gardens, with lawns, shrubs and 
pools, also serves to inhibit soil erosion 
and provide shade. 

The project offers great flexibility, both in 
the dimensions of the general scheme and 
the rapidity of its execution. The faculties 
have been subdivided into several build
ings, permitting construction by degrees 
and subsequent enlargement without 
endangering the whole University fabric. 

Although the architecture of the buildings 
will express modern teaching and scientific 
requirements, Karachi University will 
reflect the influence of traditional and 
local environmental conditions. Its gardens 
in particular will evoke Mughal land
scaping conceptions. In the best Mughal 
traditions, water will be employed as a 
decorative element, materials will be 
contrasted and open spaces cleverly 
disposed. Respectful emulation of the 
traditional artistic spirit will result in the 
creation of an atmosphere that is not 
international, but uniquely subcontinental. 

Note 

1 Based on the work of the Planning Committee of 
Karachi University (1956) 
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