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Hajjah 

Zohra Marabet 

In view of its place as one of the largest 
and most developed among the secondary 
towns in Yemen, it is surprising to dis
cover that Hajjah is not older than a 
hundred and fifty years. 

Its remote western position in the high
lands prevented it from becoming a 
state-organised centre under the Zaydi 
imams for a long time. The earliest his
torical mention of the site is found in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries when 
Imam Idris visited the area of HaHah. At 
that time there were a few villages where 
the town is presently located, and a suq 
which pointed to the prosperous commer
cial activities resulting from the cultiva
tion of coffee in the area. The suq of 
Hajjah, adjacent to a Jewish village, had 
been fairly well-developed. The combina
tion of the village and the suq fulfilled all 
the trading needs of the tribesmen. AI
Kula'a, a citadel which dominates the 
suq, must have been built later, probably 
after the first Ottoman occupation. 

Development began in the town with the 
second Ottoman occupation and the up
rising of the Hamid ai-Din dynasty. The 
traveller and geographer Glaser reported 
in 1884 that the Turks were putting a 
great deal of effort into the development 
of the town and that they had built a 
hospital as well as barracks. However, in 
his notes he described the town as con
sisting chiefly of the suq and a few satel
lite villages. 

Hajjah 

During the rule of Imam Yahya (d. 
1948), the town was given special recog
nition because of its support of the 
Hamid ai-Din family and its participation 
in the overthrow of the Ottoman occupa
tion. It was made the administrative cen
tre of a qada, and the future Imam 
Ahmed, son of Yahya, was named the 
amir of the qada. He became popular 
among the inhabitants because he imple
mented several measures for the im
provement of the town. 

In 1944 Hajjah was made the capital of 
the province. It proved to be the refuge 
and the stronghold of the Hamid ai-Din 
dynasty during the two attempted coups 
that occurred during Imam Ahmed's rule. 
At the same time, somewhat paradoxi
cally, the town also became a major cen
tre of activity for dissenters. Revolutio
nary literature that stirred up the republi
can spirit among the people of Yemen 
was written by the opponents of the re
gime who were kept for years in the 
prisons of Hajjah, and it is from this 
town that such revolutionary literature 
was disseminated throughout the country. 

For several years after the revolution, the 
town had Mujahed Abu Shawarab, later 
Deputy Prime Minister, as governor. 
During his administration major develop
ment projects were begun. These in
volved street planning, waterworks, elec
tricity supply, the building of schools and 
a hospital, the construction of the 
Amran-Hajjah highway. In contrast to 
other major population centres in the 
Yemeni Highlands, Hajjah is thus a very 
recently-developed urban settlement. 


