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Architect: Sanabel for Urban Studies & Architectural Design
Client: Al-Mabarat Charitable Association

Built Area: 8’400 m?

Cost: US$ 4°880°000

Arestaurant, park, museum, motel and several multipurpose halls are the main components
of this complex, built in a style inspired by traditional Lebanese and Islamic architecture.
Set up by a charity to provide employment opportunities for orphans, the centre is a
tourist destination and a site for cultural events such as poetry readings. As far as possible,
the structure is environmentally friendly, making use of recycled material from ruined
buildings: principally sandstone, but also wood and rubble. The construction technology,
however, is contemporary, with prestressed concrete I-beams allowing for large spans in
the multipurpose halls.
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Programme

A restaurant, park, museum,
motel and several multipurpose
halls are the main components
of this complex, built in a style
inspired by traditional Lebanese
and Islamic architecture. Set
up by a charity to provide
employment opportunities

for orphans, the centre is a
tourist destination and a site for
cultural events such as poetry
readings. As far as possible, the
structure is environmentally
friendly, making use of recycled
material from ruined buildings:
principally sandstone, but

also wood and rubble. The
construction technology,
however, is contemporary, with
prestressed concrete I-beams
allowing for large spans in the
multipurpose halls.
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Assaha Traditional Village Project is consisting in a cultural and touristic center, including a restaurant, a park, a museum, a motel and
several multipurpose halls, expanded over 11000 m2 and executed in a traditional style inspired by several Islamic and Lebanese traditional
architecture which was reflected through using its ornamental elements. The project illustrates the Arabic identity besides its social, cul-
tural, and humanitarian goals consisting in creating job opportunities for the orphans, and investing its returns in philanthropic projects, as
well as providing place for poetry recitation evenings and rhetoric, and for enjoying the beauty of a spectacular ambiance. Henceforth,

"Assaha Traditional Village" spread a cultural awareness of the Arab-Islamic architecture to become a mirror that reflects this neglected
civilization and forgotien heritage.

THE VILLAGE COMPONENTS ARE THE FOLLOWING:

1- Parking lots 4- Sakat A Addaya’s restaurant 5-4The village fontain 6- The rotund buslding - the citadel

2- Thie fence 4,1 The fiall “El Kanater Hall- 5,1~ Ef Salamlek fiall 7. Assahia’s Park,

3 - The village square -The terrace 4,2 The special hall -Abou Ahmad's Hall-, . : a ;
S M P by S.Iﬁad“a.ﬂncu 7.1 %rﬁﬁopnd‘gmﬁrrﬁﬁ'm
4,4 The nortfiern gallery E(Kfian-, 5.3-The village bakery .2- The forest and the threshing floor
4,5 The western fiall “E( Ceewan-. 5,4- The pond’ 7.3- The farm

8- Arabic Poetry Safon
9:The second floor
A multi-purposes hall
10-Thie third floor

11- The fourth flor + mezza-
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Assaha Restaurant
Lebanese traditional village

The east view (conteg)

The rotund building is located at the
end of - Noura's Alley, next to the
salamlek, hall It houses the services
and the oratory, and it overlooks the |
fountain square, The districts and the
restaurant.

south view (context)
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- Abou Ahmad Hall s eastern wall inspired by the [ebanese
peasant house, especially the molasses factories where the
Jjars were placed in the same way shown in the picture. The
. wall includes a large number of breaches of different shapes
where hghting elements and ancient brassware are
displayed. The ceiling was executed as a groind vault.

This hall'is characterized by the fact that it was built in the

ancient way Rnown as the cylindrical vault, it is delimited
by the eastern arches that lead to the hall specific cormndor,

where as the westemn onces are made of windows sealed
with different decorations of wood and glass; blue glass
was used for its soothing effect.

section tn Ranater hall

The old well is surrounded by a small pond which is about
30 cm high above the ground, An ancient stone element rises
at the center of the well, The ground is paved with coloured
ceramic tiles, as well as the pond flowing with the water
that comes from the cataract in the northern mural.
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section in kanater hall i
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¥l PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Assaha Traditional Village Projeer s consisting in a cultural and fourishc cenfer, including o

restatrant, a pork, a musenm, a motel and several audtipurpose hatls, expanded over {1000 m2 and
execnted in a fraditional style inspired by several Islomic and Lebanese troditional architecture which
was reflected through using its vraamenial elements The project iltustrates the Arabic ideniity
besicles Irs social, enltwal and Mumanitarian goals consisting in creating job opportunities for the
orphans, and fnvesting its returns in philanthropic projects. as well as providing place for poatry
recitation evenings and rhetoric, and for enjoying the beanty of a speciacular ambianee Henceforth,
“Assaka Traditional Village™ spread o enliural awareness of the Arab-Islamic archilecinre o become
a mirrar that reflects this neglected civilizalion and forgotten heritage Dr Mashar| Bin Abdrdlal Al
Nacem wrote aboul the projeci in Al Yowm Saudi magazine " It is a projeci full af visual
Mediterranean defails but it originates from a sophisticated, humanitarian perspective, for, if simply
wanis 1o feack us how fo be economic and how to make on innovation even from those matevials
which nsuolly become obsvlete™ Besides tourists ond architechure students, who come 1o EXperience
and study its ari and beauty, the project attracts all classes of sociely with different aifiliotions and
aspiraiion, who come fo enjoy the ctlinral and artisiic activities, amirsemen! and enteriginment in d
charmting almosphere  As mentioned before, the projeci provides support for the orphans and
mmstitntions of Jam'yyar Al Mabbarat Alkhairich Association The concept of exiabiishing the project
started when Jom'yyat Al Mabbaral Afchairiah Association charged Sanobel with the responsibilicy of
making a study on g productive chariable profect on an R70 m2 piece of lond located or the Airport
Averwe and owned by the association As a result of the study, Sanabel snggested a louristic, culturol
center in g traditional stvle Moreover, the architect was daring erougl fo think abouf building the
project in a region lacking for the basics of tourist attraction, and he way able to overwhelm the
mojor obsiaeles that faced the project by taking advantage of the ruined buildings’ leftovers and
reusing them in traditional emvironment friendly constriction Graduotly, the processes of design and
constrrction toak place aceording le @ timetable The project was completed in the following phases
Airst phase was completing "The village square (The terrace) which was opened in 20 September
2002; second phase was completing (Sahet Ain Addaya’s restaurant) which was opened in 4
November 2002 third phase was completing(The village fonntoin) which was opened in 22 Seprember
2083 The constriction of each phase was finded from the profit gained by tie previous one

VIO MATERIALS, STRUCTURE AND CONSTRUCTION
Since one of the project’s principal goals was enviropmental, # was vital fo seek an appropriafe
solution in selecting the materials used Mr Jomal Mok, the originator of the “recycled building”
theory, who was concerned nbowt projeciing the envivonmaent in Lebanon has spared no efforts o find
a civilized solution for disposing of consiruction wastes and rubbles resuling of the demolition of
ancient buildings, via recycling and reusing them in traditional environmen friendly construciions.
Therefore, the principot moterial wyed n the project was notral sanditone obtoined from ruined
buildings Besides, wood and other leftavers from old buildings were rewsed in the project Ay jar
construciion method new comsiruction techiologies were nsed Pre-siressed concreie and I-beam
steal constriciion was the construction method folfowed in order fo carry large spans in halls and 10
reduce the weight of dead load Tn addition, piles ot 17 m depth were used as fonndalion because the
bearing capacily of the soil is low As o conclusion, Asseha Traditional Villoge Project benefited from
the new consiruction echnologies, on the other hand, the project mode o significant success In
accomplishing iis principol environmental goal by working on the theory of "recyeled building”
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VD  PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACT

rdssobie Traditional Village" is o message inviting for the revival of the Arab-Islamic  gennine
architectural heritage, and it confirms the connection between authentic and the contemporary after
the city invaded the village deforming it due to the impori of architectural theories and theiy
application withont taking inte considerahon the society’s cultnral idemiiny The project aho
demonstraies the Lebanese raditional village Amis Frayha, a Lebanese author, descrided in s hook
A Civilization on its Way to End"in 1957 Thus, it spread a cultural awareness of the Arab-Istamic
architecture and ils specific details in every place and cormer 1o become, nof wi thowl moerit, @ mirrer
that reflects this neglected civilizanon and forgoiten heritage, presenting ftsedf ais a live musewm of all
the componenis af Arabic fslamic heritage in ifs traditional characier through corridors, archways,
oriels, jumiper ceilings, different paving, Islomic ormaments, angravings, and Arabic inscriptions, it
addition to its openness towards the inside 5o as to Inkibit any eve with the outer world, moking it
impossible to see any roods, cars or evert bullding sinwciures, awnel this is ene of the characieristics of
the Arabic Istamic architecture built on legal bosis [t also attracls o mumber of architecture stidents
who come from most universities to waich and study these architecinral items Some students relied
on thase sindies for their academic reseorch, which asseris the profect's invitation of widespread
architecture schools calling for the adupiion of foreign theories to include this fmmon nnssion
renlizing the architecinral pevsonodity of the whereabonts and conneching benween the design process
ond sociely in their programs. Besides its sigrnificamt role in the revival of the Arab genuine
architectural heritage, the profect alse made significant achicvemenis thrangh its hemanitarian,
social. enviropmental, cwlmual, and touristic aspecrs Providing support for the orphans and
wnstitutions of Jomt'wpat Al Mabarrot Al Khairiah's association, the project enconrnges the wdivect
contriburion of g great number of people in such inslitutions. In addition, it creqtes job opporiunifics
for approvimately 250 employees, and consequently 230 families, Q0% of which are Lebanese. As for
the social aspect, the project is considered a gathering place for all the classes of seciety ing fomely
atmosphere with the aim of invigorating its gnests on ail levels, thus consfituiing a social challenge
for self development ond creating a Lebariese, Arab and internati onal melting point. Emvironmentally,
working on the theories of Arabic Isfamic architecture with its walls, little windows, inner green
space (the courtyard} ete and "recyeled building”. previously mentioned, greatly contriliutes to the
presenation of the environntenit Conlrary to the custont in productive projects, Assahe Traditional
Village is characterized by a traditional cudtural touch with features clearly present in the projeci’s
details, those featnres create interaciive elements behween man and heritage. The project contribuies
in the varigns sectors of tanristic and cultvral services culinre, entertoinment and social, eic dng 1o
its verions acrivities Moreover, until the end of the month of Feb 2006, it was visiled by abon £ §
mitlin individhials from Lebanon and other conntries

Please note: The submission of this Record is a prerequisite lo candiducy for the Award All information contained in and
submiticd with the Record will e kept sirfctly confidential uniil anneuncement of the Award is made Subsequently, such
meterial wmay be mede available by the Aga Khan Award fror Archieciun: pad you bereby graol the Apga Khan Award for
Architectume a nop-excinsive licence for We diration of the lega) term of eopyright (and 21l rights in the nature of vapyrighth
in (he Muteria] submilted (o roprodnce the Material or licenee the reproduction of the same Greougheut the workd
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[ Twa main AT Presauation Manels i
2
Eleven A7 Architecrural Drawings including site plan, plans,
3 | sections, efevatios
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g
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T | photographs and explanarions
* Asseha Traditinal Village" A4 Reporte30 poages)
B
"Recyeling Avehitective™ AL Repori(37pages)
9
VOB including 3 inavies
10
CD incliding” Avseha Traditingl Fillage"” A4 Repori & fhe
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12
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IMAGE IDENTIFICATION FORM
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Mo Desutiption Rematks
I.ipg The Village Square(the terrace) under construcfion Sanahel Qffice 13/7/2002
1
2jpg "Sahat Ain Addaya Restauramt” wncer consiriction Sewrerbef Office 887200
2
Jjpe “Sahat Ain Addaya Restawrant™ under constyruciion Sanabef Office 31/8/20101
3
fjpgenfrance of “Sabat Ain Addeaya Restawram” under | Sanabel Qffice 23672001
4 | construction
3 jpr The Shops wider construction Sanabel Qffice 200672001 |
5
3 fi. jpg" The Fountgin Square wnder construction Semabel Office 12/10/2002
G
7 fpg the piain building | the Ronnwd building & the fence Semnabel Qffice 22/3/2000
"
& jpg The Western Fence Searerbre! Office £3/7 172402
3
9 jpg The Terrace in The Village Square Sanabel Oifice 12/10/2(002
9
I0pg The jountain in The Village Square Sanedel Office 12/ 172002
10
Hjpe The Village's Coffee Shapicypress tenishin The Village | Sonabel Qffice 14/8/2003
LI | Nguere
12 jpg- Sahar Ain Addaye Restourant, phote taken fron The | Saiwabel Qffice 14/8/2003
12 | Fillage Syuareinight view)
13 jpr Entrance of Salar Ain Addaya Restawant Senabe! Office 14/8/2003
13
i4jpr Sahot Ain Addaya Restawrant, photo taken fram The | Sancbel Offfce 20/8/2003
la | Village Square(night view)
13 jpg. Nowa's Allev & shopsfuight view) Sanabel Office 204972003
15
16 jpg- Nowra's dlley Sanerbef Gffice [5/3/2003
16
{7 jpg The Fowstain Square Sarabel Office 24102004
17

18.jpa. Waterfull behind the Amphitheatie

Senabe! Office 20057200

|




JIN4LLER

Mo Deseription Remarks

18 jpg - The Fowtain Square & the Amphitheaire Senche! Qffice 1671072003
19

20 pe Amphitheaire & the Multipnnpose Hall, photo 1aken | Sanabel Office 1332006
20 | fram The Fountain Square

21jpe Amphitheatre Sanabel Office 1332006
21

22 jpg. Al Harat{disticts) & the Multipwrpose Hall, photo | Sanabel Office 15/3/2006
22 | taken from The Fointain Square

23 jpg the well of the vitlage in The Fonntain Square Sanabel Qfffce 15/3/2006
23

2.jpp Fagade of the Multipwrpose Hall &the Kid's Hall Sanabel Office 3/8/2004
24

25 jpg Salmintek Hall & the Rotund Building(the citadel) Sanabel Office 14/7/2003
a5

26.jpg: the Rotund Bullding(the citadel), elevation delof Savabel Office 14/7/2003
26

27 jpp. Salanilel Half Sanabel Cffice 3/3/2004
27

28 jpp Focade of Fillage's Howses ot Al Horot Sanabel ffice 14772005
28

i 28ipy Fugode of Village's Flowses ar Al Harat Sanabe! Office i4/7/2003
1o
- 30.jpy the well of the village in The Founain Square Sanabel Office 5/8/2004

30

3ijpg iuterior of Ef Kanater Half Sanabel Office 7/7/2003
3

32 jpe interior of Ef Kenater Hall Sanabel Gffice 772001
3z

33pg. interive of the northern gollery in Sahmt Ain Addaya | Sonabel Qffice 7772003
33 | Restaram

I jpg imerior of the oquarium zone by Sehat A Addaya “Sanabel Office 7/7/2003
34 | Restaurant

33 jpg buerior of the special hafl{dbou Ahmed Halliin Sohat | Sanabel Office 7772003
35 | Ain Addaya Restauran

36.jpg interior of Celebration Hall Sewrrbrel Chffice 77772003
36

37 jpg inrerior af Multipurpose Hall ) Sanabel Office ¥/372005
7

38 jpr terior of Kid's Hall Sanabel Office 28/ 0720035
38

19 pg ferior of Satamiek Hall Sonabel Qffice { 5/5/2003
39
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S jpe interior of the Rotued Buildingfthe seir) " Sanabel Office 23/ 1072005
41}

41 fpg duterior af the Rotund Buildingithe stair) Semabel Qffice 1971 /1004
4

{2 jpg  imerior of the Rotimd Building{corridor leading to | Sanahel Office 197112004
d2 | prayer vooanis)

43 fpg. Dntevior of teifets in the Ranowd Buifding Seurerlie! Qfffce 1941 12004
43

H4pg project in use, The Terioce Srnabed Office 20972002
44

5. ipe project i nse, The Fillage Caoffee shop Sonabel Office 20/9/2002
45

16 jpe. project in wse, the well of the villaye in The Fownain | Sanabel Office 13/7/2004
46 | Square

f7ipr project nowve, the NMothern Gallevy i Sabae Adin | Sanobe! Qffice 137772004
47 | Addava Restauramt

fApe profect i ase, the Abow Alwped Hall in Sahat Adin | Sevsccbed Office 155772004
dd | deldayn Restaurant

49 ipg project in use, the Celebration Hafl Semahel Office 8/8/200%
49

S3jpg profect ruse, the Fowmtain Squme Sevperle] Offfce 26/0/20H13
5

$ffpp profece i use, the Fountain Square Sewrabel Office 7/ 02004
31

32 jpsr profect by use, the Satmmnlek Hall Sanabel Office 5/6/2003
52

33 fpr project in use, the Fownain Sgnarefnight view) Senabel Cffice &/8/2007
33

] [ 54jpg project in use, the Fountain Squarefuight view) Semtabel Office 8/8/2007

54

55jpg profect in wie, the Fonnfal Squaretnight view) Seweile! Ciffice 87872007
33

S6pe  project in owse. the Multipmpose Hall (paimifeg | Sonabel Office 200372004
36 | exhibition)






