
5442.RUS
Tatarstan Public Spaces Development Programme

Tatarstan Public Spaces Development 
Programme

Various locations, Tatarstan, Russian 
Federation

Architect Natalia Fishman
Kazan, Tatarstan, Russian 
Federation

Client Construction Office of the 
Republic of Tatarstan

Commission n.a.
Design 2015 – 2022
Construction 2015 – 2022
Occupancy 2017

Site 68,000,000,000 m2

Ground Floor n.a.
Total Floor n.a.

Costs n.a.

Programme Continuing until 2022, the 
programme covers each of 
Tatarstan’s 45 municipal 
districts, the main settlements 
of which range from major 
cities to villages. Since its 
initiation in 2015, 315 parks, 
squares, riverfronts and 
pedestrian streets have been 
created or remodelled for 
year-round enjoyment – even 
in snow. A key aim is to offer 
an equal quality of 
environment in terms of 
design, equipment and 
materials, regardless of the 
settlement’s size. Together 
with input from multiple 
specialists, a participatory 
process engages with citizens 
at all stages of design, 
implementation and 
subsequent life of the 
projects, bringing about 
positive change in social, 
economic, cultural and 
ecological terms. Each 
project expresses the identity 
of the specific place, and 
most include infrastructure 
for cultural activities.

Building Type Landscaping & Planning 
Practices
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THE PUBLIC SPACES DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM IN THE REPUBLIC OF TATARSTAN 

4 years

315 new
public spaces

all 45 municipal
districts of Tatarstan

Russian Federation, Republic of Tatarstan

of the Program’s operation

within 4 years (2015-2018)

are involved in the Program



The Public Spaces Development 
Program in the Republic of Tatarstan is 
the state presidential program, initiated 
by the President of the Republic Rustam 
Minnikhanov in 2015. The priority task of 
Tatarstan is to create conditions for the 
constant development of civil society. 
One of the steps in this process — the 
development of public spaces — has 
become key for the republic. The 
Government of the Russian Federation 
recognized the experience of Tatarstan 
in involving local residents in the 
process of public spaces design as the 
best regional practice recommended 
for use by all subjects of Russia.

Within the Public Spaces Development 
Program in the Republic of Tatarstan we 
use participatory design as a dialogue 
between different stakeholders: 
activists, neighborhoods, communities, 
professionals, businesses, local and 
regional governments, developers, etc. 
We develop different tools and methods 
of open planning collaborative design 
and constructive interaction, such as 
workshops, design games, project 
seminars, public discussions, community 
meetings, surveys, temporary usage tests, 
short-term and long-term activation, co-
construction and co-creation. 

The Program operates throughout the 
Republic and covers each municipal 
district of the region. One of the main 
principles of creating public spaces 
in Tatarstan is uniform quality of the 
environment regardless the size of the 
settlement. Equally high standards of 
design, quality of equipment and materials 
apply to parks and riverfronts both in 
major cities and in rural areas.
The Program is funded from the budget 
of the Republic of Tatarstan. Since 
2017, federal government allocates 
additional funds as part of the Priority 
Project “Development of Comfortable 
Urban Environment.” Investors — large 
enterprises, developers and small 
municipal companies — also take an 
active part in the Program. 

THE PUBLIC SPACES DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM IN THE REPUBLIC OF TATARSTAN 

Our basic principles
and approaches:

Detailed study of the territory
Cultural context and identity
Participatory design
Eco-friendly approach
Restoration of dry water bodies
Design of unified signage
Year-round use of public spaces
Cultural programming
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